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2008 Philadelphia Book Festival 
Featured Performers 
 
  

 

Alô Brasil 
A tornado of rhythm and sound born out of a passion for Brazilian music, Alô Brasil consists of 
12 musicians spanning three generations. Their mission is to communicate the energizing joy, 
mind-boggling diversity, and historical and cultural significance of Brazilian music. 

  

 

Benoit Bourque 

A versatile artist overflowing with energy and a contagious joie de vivre—musician, dancer, 
singer, and caller, Benoit Bourque has been performing for more than 25 years. A specialist of 
Quebec traditional dances, Benoit is skilled in step dancing and bones playing, a tradition in his 
family. 

  

 

Cantaré 

Drawing from the musical heritage of the Caribbean, as well as Central and South America, 
Cantare´ communicates the rich fusion that results when diverse traditions come together. 
Cantare´ performs songs in Spanish and Portuguese, while also sharing with audiences the 
culture and history of their music. 

  

 

Circus INcognitus (Jamie Adkins)  
As a natural clown, Jamie Adkins’ failures often end up being his greatest successes. In this 
show, his clowning and acrobatic feats are brought to life in a story of a man who has 
something to say, but can’t quite get it out. Circus INcognitus received the Best Comedy Play 
award at the 2007 Montreal Fringe Festival. 

  

 

Alex Cuba 

Singer-songwriter Alex Cuba is on the vanguard, crafting a cross-cultural sound that mirrors his 
geographical journey from his birthplace of Artemisa, Cuba to his residence in Smithers, British 
Columbia. “Like minty mojito poured on the tip of the tongue” (Chicago Tribune), his melodies, 
pop-soul hooks and rock chords subtly subvert commonly held notions of what Cuban music is. 
Not tied to tradition, this Cuban-Canadian prefers his vintage Gibson over el sencerro 
(“cowbell”) anytime. 

  

 

Guy Davis 

Through the material of the great blues masters, African American stories—and his own original 
songs, stories, and performance pieces—Guy Davis revives the traditions of acoustic blues. 

 More… 
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Rachelle Garniez 

Forsaking a "formal education" for the East Village art scene of the ‘80s, Rachelle Garniez picked 
up the accordion one afternoon in 1985 and fell in love—or as she puts it, "the joke 
backfired"—and soon thereafter began performing and recording with artists including Thomas 
Dolby and Rufus Wainwright. 

  

 

The Helio Sequence 

After three albums and 10 years of touring and recording, the Helio Sequence (Brandon 
Summers and former Modest Mouse drummer Benjamin Weikel) have recorded their most 
dynamic album to date. Keep Your Eyes Ahead marries the Portland duo’s signature layered 
keyboards and big guitars with crisp songwriting and a newfound appreciation for minimalism. 
Refreshingly unclassifiable, Keep Your Eyes Ahead is the sound of a band and a decade-old 
partnership that has been invigorated. 

  

 

Kulu Mele African American Dance Ensemble 

Kulu Mele African American Dance Ensemble is the longest-lived African dance company in 
Philadelphia, dedicated to serving the community by presenting and preserving the culture, 
dance and music of the African Diaspora. 

  

 

Ljova and the Kontraband 

"Strikingly original and soulful" (New York Times), Ljova and the Kontraband is chamber-jam 
music for the “remix generation.” Inspired by his collaborations with artists ranging from Yo-Yo 
Ma to Jay-Z, Ljova’s compositions fuse the modern and the classic, creating music that is both 
fresh and timeless. 

  

 

Marta Gomez Quintet 

Originally from Colombia, singer-songwriter Marta Gomez crafts songs with hooks that can 
transport even non-Spanish-speakers into the heart of her anthem-like refrains and rhythms, 
taking indigenous South American folk music into a hip new realm. 

  

 

Emeline Michel 
Emeline Michel “cut a striking swath onstage as she laid into dark voodoo percussion, her 
breathy contralto offering an otherworldly counterpoint to the distinctly earthy rhythms,” 
wrote Variety of a recent performance by the reigning Queen of Haitian Song. Michel is a 
captivating performer, versatile vocalist, and an accomplished dancer who has recorded and 
appeared on concert stages throughout the Caribbean, Europe, and North and South America. 

  

 

Rani Arbo and daisy mayhem 

Rani Arbo and daisy mayhem is a young, hip, crackerjack string band in love with American 
music. Their stage show dips into country blues, vintage swing, modern songwriter fare, and 
Appalachian fiddle tunes, taking “tin cans to traditional music” and creating something new. 

 More… 
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Catherine Russell 
Jazz and blues singer Catherine Russell distills the robust, good-time essence of Southern juke 
joints and lindy-hopping Northern dance halls on her new album, Sentimental Streak, re-
interpreting songs associated with legends like Bessie Smith, Ella Fitzgerald, and Lena Horne. 

  

 

The Cat's Pajamas 

Philadelphia’s own The Cat's Pajamas bring dynamic vocals and richly textured instrumentation 
to a repertoire that runs the gamut from Latin and swing to folk, Motown, and rock ‘n’ roll. 
Their album Goin' Bananas received the 2002 Children’s Music Web Award for Best New Album. 

 

{ǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ōȅΧ 
 
  

 

The Amazing Mr. Q 

Mr. Q presents an urbanized version of Muungamano—a style of African storytelling that 
combines folk music, conjuring, puppets, and masks—while making balloon art. Mr. Q’s puppet 
Bow-Wow is a constant companion. Catch his performance near the Target Children's Stage on 
20th Street before the Storybook Character Parade! 

  

 

Judy Tudy and Cutie Tudy 

Lovable clowns Judy and Cutie Tudy are a mother-and-daughter team who encourage children 
to reach into their imaginations and explore, inflating smiles with balloon sculpting. Get a 
balloon from Judy or Cutie near the Target Children's Stage before the Storybook Character 
Parade! 

  

 

Kiva and Devin: The Give and Take Jugglers 

Drawing on vaudeville, circus arts, and theater traditions, Kiva and Devin of the Give & Take 
Jugglers surprise and please audiences with their impressive juggling and comedy. Performing 
from 1:00 until 3:00PM both days! 

  

 

David Smith "One Man Sideshow" 

A semifinalist on !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ Dƻǘ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘΣ David Smith’s “One Man Sideshow” is a riveting mix of 
juggling, sideshow contortion, plate spinning and more! This family-friendly comedian and 
performer will have you laughing out loud as you watch him juggle while playing the harmonica, 
and sing with both legs behind his head in an act that has brought him fame in the professional 
juggling community. Catch his performance near the Target Children's Stage on 20th 
Street before the Storybook Character Parade! 

  

 

Zen One Dance Collective 

Zen One Dance Collective fuses the movements of break dance, house, and the Brazilian art of 
capoeira while maintaining the roots and integrity of each form. Performing from 2:00 until 
4:00 both days! 

  More… 
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5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ {ǘƻǊȅōƻƻƪ tŀǊŀŘŜΗ  
Who says libraries have to be quiet all the time? The 2008 
Philadelphia Book Festival will kick off at the Target Children’s 
Stage at 11:30 a.m. (19th & the Parkway) on Saturday, May 17, 
with a song by Elmo and Abby Cadabby, followed by a 
performance from 11-year-old blind jazz sensation Rocco 
Fiorentino.  
 
6abc’s Tamala Edwards will introduce a cast of children’s story 
book favorites—including Maisy, Toot & Puddle, Winnie the 
Pooh, and Clifford the Big Red Dog—before everyone joins in to 
march in the Storybook Parade. Judy & Cutie Tudy and the 
Amazing Mr. Q will also be on hand, sculpting balloons before 
the parade, and there will be free noisemakers available (while 
supplies last), so be sure to come out and show these treasured 
friends just how much you love them by making as much noise 
as you can! 

  

 

Meet and Greet with Elmo and Abby Cadabby 

Join Sesame Place’s newest resident, Abby Cadabby, and the 
beloved Elmo as they sing “I Love Words” a song from the 
popular Sesame Place show called “Abby Cadabby’s Treasure 
Hunt” to welcome you to the 2008 Philadelphia Book Festival. 
Afterwards, don’t forget to say hello during the meet and 
greet! In the show, Abby and Elmo embark on a treasure hunt 
adventure as they search for clues to open a talking treasure 
trunk. Along the way, they’ll open their minds—and yours, 
too—to a world of imagination. 

  

 

Rocco Fiorentino 

11-year-old blind jazz singer Rocco Fiorentino “sings like a bird, 
has perfect pitch, plays piano and drums … has been blind since 
birth,” says Jim Caruso, host of Cast Party at the famed Birdland 
Jazz Club in New York, where Rocco likes to perform. Whether 
he’s singing a jazz standard or playing one of his own 
compositions on piano, Rocco has wowed audiences from The 
Today Show to stages throughout the country. A blind activist, 
Rocco has encouraged NJ State Legislators to dedicate $1.2 
million to Braille services and education. 
Visit www.musicbyrocco.com. 

 

http://libwww.freelibrary.org/bookfestival/program.cfm?event=18925
http://libwww.freelibrary.org/bookfestival/program.cfm?event=18925

