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2009 Free Library Festival
Author Events & Performances

Baby Loves Salsa

Featuring some of the brightest stars in contemporary salsa musauding singer Jose Cond
andGrammw A Y Y A Y3 LINE R dzO S NJt Babibyes SalsadziadoupiieRd A
and puppies (gattitos y perritos) from New York City who become the best salsa band in t
land! Part of the Baby Loves Music family, which includes Baby Loves Jazz, Baby Loves }
and Baby Loves Disco, Baby LovesBddsiatf f SR a0 KBl &8 i2 VdAK S|
Parents Music Countilhelps kids learn about salsa music and Spanish in a way in which
parents and children can enjoy together.

Amiri Baraka | Transbluesency

Poet, playwright, and political activist, Amiri Baraka is #@pient of Guggenheim Foundation
and National Endowment for the Arts fellowships, the PEN/Faulkner Award, the American
Academy of Arts and Letters Award, and the Rockefeller Foundation Award for Drama. Hi:
O2y UNROBSNEAIFT LRSYZI a{eétieovarioeof Nefv Segsey!tolchll foly
FNFUFQE& NBAAIYLE GA2Y Tramsbluskrs® 2afifl IiGGIEa Y -2ySal
L2SYa Ayid2 | airay3datsS @2fdzyrSs O2Yo0AyAy3a ai
(Publishers Weekly).

Jen Byant | A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams

Jen Bryant is the author of more than a dozen books for children and young adults, includi
The Trial, Pieces of Georgaad Ringside 1925: Views from the Scopes Trigf, h LINJ K Q
CubK RQa wSIFRAY3A [ A&l LIAGvebof WSdSI TherStorly & Nalighn
Carlos Williamsartfully captures the life of the poet and was named one oflffev York Times
. 221 wS@AGsDAET dzAGNI GSR / KAf RNBan@Germa2i@athar,
.NEIyd OdNNByate GSHOKSa OKAfRNByQa tAdGS

Andrea J. Buchanan and Miriam Peskowitz

The Double Daring Book for Girls

Andrea Buchanan is a classically trained pianist who played at Carneghéadadl. writer living
in Philadelphia, she is the authorMbther Shocland ceeditor of Literary Mama Miriam
Peskowitz was a camp counselor, blogger, musician, documentary thkdat) historian, and
professor before writing he Truth Behind the Mommy \WéaTogether, Buchanan and
Peskowitz authored thélew York TimesestsellerThe Daring Book for Gidsd its multiple
companion titlesThe Double Daring Book for Gidan even more daring guide to everything
from making a raft to learning how to sud the art of the Japanese tea ceremony.

John Cassidy | Comedy, Magic, and Really Weird Things with Balloons

John Cassidy's bizarre antics have earned him widespread acclaim as one of the funniest
most original comedians performing today. He hdlulsr Guinness World Records for balloon
speed sculpting, including the record for Most Balloon Sculptures Completed in One Hour
(747!), and has appeared die Today Shawive with Regis and Kelly, Martha Stewart Livin
and has even performed twice dté¢ White House.



Kristin Chenoweth |A Little Bit Wicked: Life, Love, and Faith in Stages

Interviewed by 6abc morning edition anchor Tamala Edwards

Tony Awarewinning actress Kristin Chenoweth originated the role of Glinda the Good Witc
the hit Boadway musicalVickedand was nominated for an Emmy for Best Supporting Actre
for her work withPushing Daisig&s ! . / Q& 9 YYe& Eknghihat@izstioRr Syaddiidn,
she has recorded three album# Lovely Way to Spend Christmas, Let YourseHr@ds |

Anmt and sang for a soldut crowd at Carnegie Hall. ALittle Bit WickedZhenoweth discusse
the challenges she's faced balancing faith, family, private life, and her public persona.

William D. Cohan

House of Cards: A Tale of Hubris and Whetd Excess on Wall Street

Gal aGdSNFdzZ t &8 NS LRINIABGRIESTIMESO G 2 MR AYY FHote2bf S
chronicles the shocking fall of Bear Stearns and the end of the Second Gilded Age on Wa
Street, explaining how a combination of riddgts, corporate political infighting, lax governme
regulations, and awful decisiemaking wrought havoc on the world financial system. A form
senior Wall Street investment banker, Cohan is the author of the bests€&Hliad.ast Tycoons,
winner of the D07 FT/Goldman Sachs Business Book of the Year Award. His writing frequ
appears in thé=inancial Times, Fortunandthe New York Times.

Tamala Edwards | MC of the Story Book Character Parade

6abc morning edition anchor Tamala Edwards joinedAltion News team in 2005 and
contributes as a featured reporter specializing in politics and education. Prior to joining 6al
aKS Iy OK 3wkl Rews NatatdNVorld News This Morningerved as an embedded
reporter in Irag, and wrote for several ges forTimemagazine at both its Washington and Ne
York bureaus.

Father Goose

Blending folktale, reggae, rap, and calypso pop, Jamdioam Father Goose sings music suite
for a lively, allages dance party inspired by his childhood in Jamaidardgoing solo, he was
featured on several of Dan Zanes and Friends Grammy Awvarg/ Y A y 3 O K A SdRdak
Library Journadlescribes hisalbunt, 1 Q& | . | YI & [ o&va SARRE 2HET d
West Indies islands [that] are performedink Sy G Kdza Al ayY | yR {SNN.

First Person StorySlam: Philly vs. Chicago

It's the melee on the Parkway, the fracas at the Free Library Festival! In an unprecedentec
city StorySlam spectacular, five challengers from Chicago wit fise hometown
Philadelphian storytellers to determine which is the more storied city. Storytellers will have
YAydziSa (2 GStf OGKSANI 0NHzS &ai02NAS&as gKAC
will be invited to perform at the Grandah during the 2009 First Person Festival in Novemb
Ryan T. Barlow, the 2008 Grand Slam winner, will represent Philly alongside four StorySle
winners from upcoming StorySlam events.

c2fft2g GKS S5NAY]1AY3dI D2dz2NRY aGhy GKS C?
Celebrating tle vitality of the AfricarAmerican musical experience, Follow the Drinking Gou
is a musical trio named for a song used to guide slaves to freedom on the Underground
Railroad. Combining powerful narrative with compelling music, singers Shannon Hunaand
Woods and pianist Diane Goldsmith perform their way through AfedlcaiS NA OF Yy KA
0§KS CNBSR2Y ¢NIAf>Zé dzaAy3d YdzaAOFt adetSa
D S NE KRoigyaRdiBessollow the Drinking Gourd has appedr® rave reviews at venues,
AyOf dzZRAY3 t NAyOSiiz2yQa tldAg w2o0Saz2y / SyaSs
Philadelphia.



Katie Ford |Colosseum

YFGAS C2NRQa LRSYya alLlraaSaa (GKS GSAt @New o
York Times Book Reviewh award recipient from the Academy of American Poets and the
American Center, her work has appeared in numerous journals, incliim@merican Poetry
Review, PloughsharesndPoets & Writersand she has published two aadtions:Deposition
andColosseumShe is the poetry editor of thdew Orleans Revieand teaches at Franklin anc
Marshall College.

Katy Friedland |A is for Art Museum

A is for Art Museuns a playful primer featuring 37 fedblor illustrations opaintings,
sculpture, tapestries, prints, photographs, and installations from the collections of the
Philadelphia Museum of Art. Encouraging young children and their parents to engage with
new ways from asking questions to inventing stories to turgia trip to the museum into a
scavenger hunt A is for Art Museurh & K& LISNF SO Y dRHiatifphi® 2 Y L.
Inquirer).Author Katy Friedland is Manager of Family and Children's Programs at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art.

Connor Gifford |America According to Connor Gifford

A young man with Down Syndrome, Connor Gifford works three jobs and volunteers for m
organizations near his home in Nantucket. He is a Board Member of STAR, a provider of ¢
to children with special needs, and wotkschange stereotypes about the capacity of those
GAGK aLISOALIE ySSRad { LI yyAy3d nnn Amnbricdl\h 2
According to Connor Giffoptofiles 53 people, conflicts, and movements in U.S. history,
focusing on the struggtr rights and freedoms in a culture of individual responsibility. The
CAY wdzaaSNI OFfftSR GKS 06221 al RA a-domniyiabed A
KAAG2NRARLFY bl GKFIYyAStEt tKAfOoNRO|l oNRGSAZ aa

Robert Goolrick |A Reliable Wife

In rural Wisconsin at the turn of the #@entury, Ralph Truitt waits on a train platform in the
OAGGSNI O2f R F2NJ 0KS g2YlyYy 6K2 yagSNBR K
Catherine Land steps offthdtA y FNRY / KAOF 323 akKSQa yz2i
Ralph is expecting. Echoing tales sucWashering HeightendRebecca w2 6 SNIi D
debut novelA Reliable Wifd & &l &dzof AYS YdzZNRSNJ 6l tflF R |
might extJS O(Kidkus Review)

John Green |Paper Towns

W2 Ky DNB Sy Doaking forMEaskayoyi the\didhael L. Printz Award for excellence in
young adult literature. His second novAh Abundance of Katherinegas a Printz honor book.
Along withhis brother Hank, Green started a video blog called Brotherhood 2.0, which has
grown into a vibrant internet community of sdlflN2 ¥ Sa 4 SR & y S NFRSeEhod K (i

Library JournaNB @A S 2 F DNXB S MewaorKk Timesest Belle®P&pér Tains, U K ¢
FAYRAZ G DNBSY Qi franihibadoss, hyperintel@ciugl tasgiRdlkyadd shtick, to

complex philosophizing, to devastating observation and truths. He maiéscactly how a thing

feels, looks, affectisLJF 3S | FGSNJ LI IS¢

Therese Halschkid | Uncommon Geography

Therése Halscheid is authorPdwertalk, Without Home, Uncommon Geographlgich
received a Finalist Award from the Paterson Poetry Book PrizeGeesatest Hitsa collection of
twelve poems that span her writing life. She wasaated a 2003 fellowship from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts and teaches as a wmiteisidence at many area schools anc
at Atlantic Cape Community College. Her poems have appeared in numerous magazines,
includingKaramu, Faultlineand 13" Moon.



Jane Hamilton |Laura Rider's Masterpiece

Acclaimed novelist Jane Hamilton is the author of the PEN/Hemingway Award Wima@&@ook
of Ruthand theNew York TimeNotable Book of the Yed Map of the Worldboth of which
Youngas a Best Book of 2006. In her new bdok, dzZN> w A R S NIedDivarderieeis$he
Love LetteasHamilton concocts a comedic tale of sex, manipulation, and delusions of gral
in small town America.

Daniel Hoffman | The Whole Nine Yards: Longer Poems

A former United States Poet Laureate and the Felix Schelling Professor of English Emeritt
the University of Pennsylvania, Daniel Hoffman recently received the Arthur Akde 8r T 2
RAAGAYOGADS LIRSGE FTNRBY (KS ! YS NHutdFofa dbzén F
books of poetry, including the National Book Award and National Book Critics Circle Awar:
finalist Brotherly LoveHis hew bookThe Whole Nine Yardsxplores violence and
transcendence in poems that meditate on life and death, the seen and the unseen.

Tehching Hsieh Put of Now: The Lifeworks of Tehching Hsieh

In the vibrant Manhattan art scene of the 1970s and 1980s, performance artist Telht$igty
completed five separate yedong works notable for their conception of art and life as
simultaneous processes. From a year of solitary confinement, to a year of living on the str
G2 Y2NB GKIFIYy | RSOIFIRS &aLlSy i enhasRiediet g @mofolndi
02Re 2F WEATSE2N]1 aQ GKIG AydiSaNraGsS GkKS f
jdzSailiAz2y GKS OSNEB ylIGd2NE 2F ¢KIFd 6S OF ff
Out of Nowcollects the completebRe 2 F | AaASKQa& 62N)] FTNRBY

The Jimmies

Winner of the 2007 Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Gold Award and the Ba@@nts' ChoicAward,
The Jimmies take being silly very seriously. Stteol Library JournRIS 8 ONR 6 S & G ¢
album,Make Yarr Own Someday: Silly Songs for the Shorté Set & & LJdzZNB  LJX S
t I NBy O 3NNIKS2AS0S2 AGK AyaSttAaSyd teNrROax

z

OKAf RNBY YR GKSANJI LI NByidta tA1S G2 KSINE

Solomon Jones Payback

Solomon Joneis theEssencbestselling author of the critically acclaimed noveIR.E.A.M.,
Ride Or Die, The BridgadPipe DreamA columnist for thePhiladelphia Daily Newhe is also
the author ofKeeping Up Withth&v2 y S&Y al NNRA I 3S3 CI Xfbring |y
FR2dzy OG LINBPFSAaa2N 0 ¢SYLX S | vy senvedth thaibdaioi
of the Philadelphia Committee to End Homelessness. His new Raxddackis a sequel to
C.R.E.AM.

Peter Lerangis [The Sword ThigfBook 3 in the39 Clueseries)

Peter Lerangis is the author of numerous books for children and young adults, indlufirig t
Bonesa New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age, and/gtiehersseries, which bdgs
with Last Stopan American Library Association Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Reac
The Sword Thié$ the third installment of thé&New York Timesestselling39 Clueserieg a

new generation of writing for young adult audiences that combimgling, online gaming, anc
card collecting into a worlavide, whirlwind adventure.



Raymond Luczak Assembly Required: Notes from a Deaf Gay Life

Essayist, poet, and playwright Raymond Luczak is the author of a number of books, irstuc
Michael's Falla collection of poems about growing up deaf and Catholic, and several stage
plays that have been produced worldwide. Number seven in a family of nine children, he I
much of his hearing due to double pneumonia as a babfstembly Requiretluczak provides
an indepth glimpse into what it means to be a gay man who lives between the deaf and he
worlds. This program will be interpreted from ASL to Voice.

Sheila Lukins [Ten: All the Foods We Love and 10 Perfect Recipes for Each

Shela Lukins is the etounder of The Silver Palate, a tag&et shop that inspired a series of
bestselling cookbooks that changed the way Americans eat. In addition ®ilther Palate
Cookbookl.ukins is the food editor fd?Parademagazineand the author oico-author of many
cookbooks, such aehe New Basics Cookbamid CelebrateHer latest cookbooK encollects
az2YS 2F | YISvhdfddds Gteak,csiBimp the perfect summer tomatand provides
the ten best recipes for each, including dishes fromabgpfs like Tom Colicchio and Anthony
Bourdain.

Florence & Wendell Minor |If You Were A Penguin

2 SYyRStff aAy2NRa AffdzaliINIdA2ya KI @S 3INI OS
Trumanby David McCullougfT,he Prince of Tiddyy Pat Conroy,rad To Kill a Mockingbirly

I FNLISNI [ SS® 1 Aa 6AFST CE2NBYyOS:T Aa | F2N
Their collaborative book You Were a Pengaiir  OKI NXY Ay 3 GNRAo6dziS
and adventurous spirit was chosen as th2009 Pennsylvania One Book, Every Young Child
selection.

Vicki Myron | Dewey: The Smallown Library Cat Who Touched the World

On a freezing morning in 1988, Spencer Public Library director Vicki Myron discovered a t
bedraggled kitten abandonefly G KS f A0 NI NEQa yA3IK(GI RNERLJ
him Dewey Readmore Books, and for 19 years, Dewey lived at the library and grew into a
AONHzGGAYy IS T FFFEo6ES OFG (KI NewdNRTitmaest Selley, A
Dewey: Th&maliTown Library Cat Who Touchedthe Wdrld a @& NPy Qa YSY?2
feline companion and how he became a beacon of hope for the struggling small town of
Spencer, lowa.

Nation Beat

bl dA2y Il f tAZDhingsConsiderddugdcQiiterBayf Ay 3 9 & NB OF f £ 2
Y2ad 2NRAIAYILE YR Fffdz2NARYy3a FdzaAzy 3IANEPdzL)
thunderous Brazilian beats and backwoods Appalachian bluegrass twang, Nation Beat dr¢
diverse crowd to their dynamic, Carnistyle stage shows. Theew Jersey Stdredgemamed
b GA2y . St ( QégentdofittePieachid #1Svbri Susic album of the year.

Joyce Carol Oatespear Husband,: Stories

Over the span of more than four decades, Joyce Carol Oates hasptbdn enormous body ¢
work consisting of novels, short stories, criticism, plays, and poetry. Not a year has gone t
sincethemieMmtpc N Q&4 Ay HKAOK &aKS KIFa y20 LlzfAa
distinctions, she has received the National Bowla/l forthem,the Bram Stoker Lifetime
Achievement Awardand she was recently nominated for the Man Booker International Awe
A collection of 14 charactairiven short stories 5 S I NJ | {d23103 y\RZa G 2 F |
vigorously dark, and it remindss why we keep reading her in the first place: because we jus

Ol yQi G@Emey | ol 8¢



YIFEGKe heix 2 RPS fod VEXRY iSthedlucedrout Fishing in America

Host of the Peabody AwandinningY A RQa 2 ¥ 2 Ny ENE Y|l K& h@/ 2y
OKAf RNBY Q& NI RAZ2® {KS KFa ASNBSR & bty I
AyaldAalbdzianzyas adzOK a GKS ! yAOGSNEAGE 27
blending the childish and sophisticated into the finest childs#amily show on radio. She's a
KSNR2 YR I FNASYR>I¢ al&a ¢NRdzi CAaAKAY3 A
Fishing after their show for a meet and greet with fans.

az2ffe hdéiGhk Fobd Writing: An Anthology: With Ckis Recipes

Molly O'Neill was the food columnist ftne New York Times Magazifer a decade and host o
the PBS seriegSreat FoodHer work has appeared in many national magazines, and she is 1
author of three cookbooks, including the awasihningNew York Cookbookrom Henry Davic
Thoreau to Anthony Bourdaiymerican Food Writinggs KA O K h Q bcBlkedtsfthe BeBt A |
food writing from over 250 years of American culinary history.

Susan Orlean [azy Little Loafers

5SSYSR a2y S trewbabyafeBRAYiAii&a0221a 2 HNBAKE
Weekly{ dz& I Y h NI SI y Q& Lazy NtBeiloadisesah &sMBunordiece Brahe
New Yorkerwhere she serves as a staff writer. A bestselling author of nonfiction books for
adulil & h NX S| y Qe BulffighfersChekkg Befr MziReimul The Orchid Thiefyhich
was adapted into the Oscawominated filmAdaptation.

Our Children Can Soar: A Celebration of Rosa, Barack, and the Pioneers of Change

With illustrators James Raome, Shadra Strickland, and Eric Velasquez

In Our Children Can Sday Michelle Cook, 13 Africalamerican artists, including awasginning illustrators James
Ransome, Shadra Strickland, and Eric Velasquez, pay tribute to the pioneers who helped piofedlaiv African
Americans through the civil rights movement and eventually into the White House.

James Ransome

James Ransome won the Coretta Scott King Award for Illustratidrh&Creationthe Simon
Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance Award TdreWagon,and the Southeastern Book

' 3420AFGA2y Qa . Sad HowAnmald Faved kéSPeqE@vendlof hig | N
books have been featured on the Public Broadcasting Service progeatkng Rainboand
Storytime He teaches at thBratt Institite.

Shadra Strickland

Shadra Strickland won the Ezra Jack Keats Award and the 2009 Coretta Scott King/John
g NR F2NJ bSg ¢l fSyd F2N KSNJI Bid,Ndnmeday ALK S N
b2dlFo0ftS / KAf RNByY Qa illustadidnand{wKtifig ai Syrdzise Srivversttd 3
received her M.F.A. from the School of Visual Arts in the lllustration as Visual Essay prog
and she is currently a freelance illustrator and graphic designer.

Eric Velasquez
lllustrator Eric Vel lj dz§T Qa o602 R& 2F ¢2N)] O2YLINRaSa Vv
illustrations, including the awardinning picture book§V2 dzNJ/ S & hy Beven2NaidodzN
andWl T Y A y Q & by NiRkiiGBimes 2vinner of the Coretta Scott King Award. He is the
recipient of the 1999 Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award for New Talent and hisTiheok
Sound that Jazz Makes, & Yy 2YAYylFGSR F2NJ Ly b! !/t LY




Christina Pirello |This Crazy Vegan Life

At the age of 26, ChristinarBllo was diagnosed with terminal leukemia and decided to forgc
conventional medical treatment, instead turning to whole foods and eliminating her cancer
Now the Emmy Awaravinning host ofChristina Cookdirello uses her experience to educate
others onthe powerful role food plays in our lives. The authoCafoking the Whole Foods We
andCook Your Way to the Life You Wdpitello offers readers a a8y nutrition and fithess
plan in her newest book;his Crazy Vegan Life

Joe Queenan [ClosingTime: A Memoir

Philadelphian Joe Queenan is a humorist, critic, and author whose witty and acerbic writin
appeared in numerous publications, includiRglling Stoneizsquire and theNew York Times.
Queenan, who has hosted a number of radio programnglfe BBC, is also the author of sever
books includingQueenan Countrgnd Balsamic Dream®y turns hilarious and heartbreaking,
v dzS Sy I y Q ElosMiTifrisicauidits his Irish Catholic upbringing in a family dominated
KAa SNNI GA O PhiladelintaMdusding projectv dbc n Q&

John Quifiones Heroes Among Us: Ordinary People, Extraordinary Choices

John Quiones is a canchor of the ABC newsmagaziPemetime,a correspondent fo20/20,
and the sole anchor of the popul®rimetimelimited seresWhat Would You DoWhich uses
KARRSY OIF YSNI} & (2 OFLI{Gd2NE LIS2LX SQa dzyimadN
career spanning more than two decades, Quifiones has earned seven national Emmy Awi
FYR (GKS w20SNI Co YsSyagdPrze forweedztiphal Rdpdrtifig, anioh
many other distinctions. Ihleroes Among Usthich grew out of his work owhat Would You
Do?,Quiflones captures the courage and dignity of average American heroes.

RenegadesRadical African American Wes in the Arts
With Amiri Baraka, Ed Bullins, and Sonia Sangivaderated by Charles Fuller

Amiri Baraka [Home:Social Essays
Poet, playwright, and political activist, Amiri Baraka is the recipient of Guggenheim Found|
and National Endowmerfor the Arts fellowships, the PEN/Faulkner Award, the American
Academy of Arts and Letters Award, and the Rockefeller Foundation Award for Drama. Hi
O2YUNROSNRBRAIT LRSYZ a{2YSo02Re .ftS¢g ! LI !Y
Db NI 1 FyHAl ANSyE AGE GKS adriasSQa t 2S4GO [FdzNBI G
State University of New York at Stony Brook.

Ed Bullins |The Hungered One

A force in American theater for more than 35 years, playwright and native Philadelphian B
Bulins received the New York Drama Ciritics Circle Award for Best American Hlbag foaking
of Miss JanieA multiple Obie Awaravinner, Bullins is considered one of the key figures of tf
CE P01 INIa Y2@SYSyid 2F (KS alppublighedin 197 The/ 3
Hungered Onés a collection of early short stories that explore loneliness, despair, and
ambition. TheNew York Times Book RevigWlNk 1 Sa > a! NAOKy Saa 27
LISNDI RSa (KAa O2ftftSOGA2y 2F aK2NI aid2NRS§
Sonia SancheziHomegirls and Handgrenades

Ghyte I LRSG 6AGK +y Ayy20Syid KSIFNI Oly
Isabel Allende of poet, activist, and scholar Sonia Sanchez. Author of more than a dozen
of poetry, includingshakd_oose My SkiandHomegirls and Handgrenadesanchez is the
recipient of numerous literary awards, including a National Endowment for the Arts Award
a Pew Fellowship in the Arts. Until retirement, she was the Laura Carnell Professor of Eng
and Wanen's Studies at Temple University.




