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Baby Loves Salsa 
Featuring some of the brightest stars in contemporary salsa musicτincluding singer Jose Conde 
and Grammy-ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ !ŀǊƻƴ ά[ǳƛǎέ [ŜǾƛƴǎƻƴτBaby Loves Salsa is a group of kittens 
and puppies (gattitos y perritos) from New York City who become the best salsa band in the 
land! Part of the Baby Loves Music family, which includes Baby Loves Jazz, Baby Loves Hip Hop, 
and Baby Loves Disco, Baby Loves SalsaτŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
Parents Music Councilτhelps kids learn about salsa music and Spanish in a way in which 
parents and children can enjoy together. 

  

 

Amiri Baraka | Transbluesency 
Poet, playwright, and political activist, Amiri Baraka is the recipient of Guggenheim Foundation 
and National Endowment for the Arts fellowships, the PEN/Faulkner Award, the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters Award, and the Rockefeller Foundation Award for Drama. His 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ǇƻŜƳΣ ά{ƻƳŜōƻŘȅ .ƭŜǿ ¦Ǉ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣέ ƭed the governor of New Jersey to call for 
.ŀǊŀƪŀΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ tƻŜǘ [ŀǳǊŜŀǘŜΦ Transbluesency ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ .ŀǊŀƪŀΩǎ 
ǇƻŜƳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ άǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ǿŀȅǎέ 
(Publishers Weekly). 

  

 

Jen Bryant | A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams 
Jen Bryant is the author of more than a dozen books for children and young adults, including 
The Trial, Pieces of Georgia, and Ringside 1925: Views from the Scopes Trial, ŀƴ hǇǊŀƘΩǎ .ƻƻƪ 
Club KƛŘΩǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ [ƛǎǘ ǇƛŎƪΦ IŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ A River of Words: The Story of William 
Carlos Williams, artfully captures the life of the poet and was named one of the New York Times 
.ƻƻƪ wŜǾƛŜǿΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ нллуΦ ! ŦƻǊƳŜǊ CǊŜƴŎh and German teacher, 
.Ǌȅŀƴǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  

  

 

Andrea J. Buchanan and Miriam Peskowitz  
The Double Daring Book for Girls 
Andrea Buchanan is a classically trained pianist who played at Carnegie Hall. Now a writer living 
in Philadelphia, she is the author of Mother Shock and co-editor of Literary Mama. Miriam 
Peskowitz was a camp counselor, blogger, musician, documentary talking-head, historian, and 
professor before writing The Truth Behind the Mommy Wars. Together, Buchanan and 
Peskowitz authored the New York Times bestseller The Daring Book for Girls and its multiple 
companion titles. The Double Daring Book for Girls is an even more daring guide to everything 
from making a raft to learning how to surf to the art of the Japanese tea ceremony. 

  
 John Cassidy | Comedy, Magic, and Really Weird Things with Balloons 

John Cassidy's bizarre antics have earned him widespread acclaim as one of the funniest and 
most original comedians performing today. He holds four Guinness World Records for balloon 
speed sculpting, including the record for Most Balloon Sculptures Completed in One Hour 
(747!), and has appeared on The Today Show, Live with Regis and Kelly, Martha Stewart Living, 
and has even performed twice at the White House.  

  



 

Kristin Chenoweth | A Little Bit Wicked: Life, Love, and Faith in Stages 
Interviewed by 6abc morning edition anchor Tamala Edwards 
Tony Award-winning actress Kristin Chenoweth originated the role of Glinda the Good Witch in 
the hit Broadway musical Wicked and was nominated for an Emmy for Best Supporting Actress 
for her work with Pushing DaisiesΣ !./Ωǎ 9ƳƳȅ ŀƴŘ DƻƭŘŜƴ DƭƻōŜ-nominated show. In addition, 
she has recorded three albumsτA Lovely Way to Spend Christmas, Let Yourself Go, and As I 
Amτand sang for a sold-out crowd at Carnegie Hall. In A Little Bit Wicked, Chenoweth discusses 
the challenges she's faced balancing faith, family, private life, and her public persona. 

  

 

William D. Cohan 
House of Cards: A Tale of Hubris and Wretched Excess on Wall Street 
άaŀǎǘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Los Angeles Times, ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 5Φ /ƻƘŀƴΩǎ House of Cards 
chronicles the shocking fall of Bear Stearns and the end of the Second Gilded Age on Wall 
Street, explaining how a combination of risky bets, corporate political infighting, lax government 
regulations, and awful decision-making wrought havoc on the world financial system. A former 
senior Wall Street investment banker, Cohan is the author of the bestselling The Last Tycoons, 
winner of the 2007 FT/Goldman Sachs Business Book of the Year Award. His writing frequently 
appears in the Financial Times, Fortune, and the New York Times. 

  

 

Tamala Edwards | MC of the Story Book Character Parade  
6abc morning edition anchor Tamala Edwards joined the Action News team in 2005 and 
contributes as a featured reporter specializing in politics and education. Prior to joining 6abc, 
ǎƘŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ !./Ωǎ World News Now and World News This Morning, served as an embedded 
reporter in Iraq, and wrote for several years for Time magazine at both its Washington and New 
York bureaus. 

  

 

Father Goose 
Blending folktale, reggae, rap, and calypso pop, Jamaican-born Father Goose sings music suited 
for a lively, all-ages dance party inspired by his childhood in Jamaica. Before going solo, he was 
featured on several of Dan Zanes and Friends Grammy Award-ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƭōǳƳǎΦ School 
Library Journal describes his album, LǘΩǎ ŀ .ŀƳ .ŀƳ 5ƛŘŘƭȅΗΣ ŀǎ άǎŜǾŜƴ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
West Indies islands [that] are performed wiǘƘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎƘƛǇΦέ  

  

 

First Person StorySlam: Philly vs. Chicago  
It's the melee on the Parkway, the fracas at the Free Library Festival! In an unprecedented inter-
city StorySlam spectacular, five challengers from Chicago will battle five hometown 
Philadelphian storytellers to determine which is the more storied city. Storytellers will have five 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊǳŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ άaƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ 
will be invited to perform at the Grand Slam during the 2009 First Person Festival in November. 
Ryan T. Barlow, the 2008 Grand Slam winner, will represent Philly alongside four StorySlam 
winners from upcoming StorySlam events.  

  

 

Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 5ǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ DƻǳǊŘΥ άhƴ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ 
Celebrating the vitality of the African-American musical experience, Follow the Drinking Gourd 
is a musical trio named for a song used to guide slaves to freedom on the Underground 
Railroad. Combining powerful narrative with compelling music, singers Shannon Hunt and Ivan 
Woods and pianist Diane Goldsmith perform their way through African-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ άhƴ 
ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ¢ǊŀƛƭΣέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƎǘƛƳŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
DŜǊǎƘǿƛƴΩǎ Porgy and Bess. Follow the Drinking Gourd has appeared to rave reviews at venues, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴΩǎ tŀǳƭ wƻōŜǎƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ 
Philadelphia. 

  



 

Katie Ford | Colosseum 
YŀǘƛŜ CƻǊŘΩǎ ǇƻŜƳǎ άǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƛƭŜŘ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘέ (New 
York Times Book Review). An award recipient from the Academy of American Poets and the PEN 
American Center, her work has appeared in numerous journals, including The American Poetry 
Review, Ploughshares, and Poets & Writers, and she has published two collections: Deposition 
and Colosseum. She is the poetry editor of the New Orleans Review and teaches at Franklin and 
Marshall College. 

  

 

Katy Friedland | A is for Art Museum 
A is for Art Museum is a playful primer featuring 37 full-color illustrations of paintings, 
sculpture, tapestries, prints, photographs, and installations from the collections of the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art. Encouraging young children and their parents to engage with art in 
new waysτfrom asking questions to inventing stories to turning a trip to the museum into a 
scavenger huntτA is for Art Museum ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴέ (Philadelphia 
Inquirer). Author Katy Friedland is Manager of Family and Children's Programs at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art.  

  

 

Connor Gifford | America According to Connor Gifford 
A young man with Down Syndrome, Connor Gifford works three jobs and volunteers for many 
organizations near his home in Nantucket. He is a Board Member of STAR, a provider of services 
to children with special needs, and works to change stereotypes about the capacity of those 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ {ǇŀƴƴƛƴƎ плл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ άƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣέ America 
According to Connor Gifford profiles 53 people, conflicts, and movements in U.S. history, 
focusing on the struggle for rights and freedoms in a culture of individual responsibility. The late 
¢ƛƳ wǳǎǎŜǊǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ άŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣέ ŀƴŘ tǳƭƛǘȊŜǊ tǊƛȊŜ-nominated 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ bŀǘƘŀƴƛŜƭ tƘƛƭōǊƛŎƪ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άaȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ Cǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΦέ 

  

 

Robert Goolrick | A Reliable Wife  
In rural Wisconsin at the turn of the 20th century, Ralph Truitt waits on a train platform in the 
ōƛǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŀŘ ŦƻǊ άŀ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǿƛŦŜΦέ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ 
Catherine Land steps off the trŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ άǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ǿƻƳŀƴέ ǘƘŀǘ 
Ralph is expecting. Echoing tales such as Wuthering Heights and RebeccaΣ wƻōŜǊǘ DƻƻƭǊƛŎƪΩǎ 
debut novel A Reliable Wife ƛǎ άŀ ǎǳōƭƛƳŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ōŀƭƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻƴŜ 
might exǇŜŎǘΦέ (Kirkus Review) 

  

 

John Green | Paper Towns 
WƻƘƴ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴƻǾŜƭΣ Looking for Alaska, won the Michael L. Printz Award for excellence in 
young adult literature. His second novel, An Abundance of Katherines, was a Printz honor book. 
Along with his brother Hank, Green started a video blog called Brotherhood 2.0, which has 
grown into a vibrant internet community of self-ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎŜŘ άƴŜǊŘŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎΦέ ! ǎǘŀǊǊŜŘ School 
Library Journal ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ōƻƻƪΣ ǘƘŜ New York Times Best Seller Paper Towns, 
ŦƛƴŘǎΣ άDǊŜŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǎŜ ƛǎ ŀǎǘƻǳƴŘƛƴƎτfrom hilarious, hyperintellectual trash talk and shtick, to 
complex philosophizing, to devastating observation and truths. He nails itτexactly how a thing 
feels, looks, affectsτǇŀƎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇŀƎŜΦέ 

  

 

Therése Halscheid | Uncommon Geography 
Therése Halscheid is author of Powertalk, Without Home, Uncommon Geography, which 
received a Finalist Award from the Paterson Poetry Book Prize, and Greatest Hits, a collection of 
twelve poems that span her writing life. She was awarded a 2003 fellowship from the New 
Jersey State Council on the Arts and teaches as a writer-in-residence at many area schools and 
at Atlantic Cape Community College. Her poems have appeared in numerous magazines, 
including Karamu, Faultline, and 13th Moon.  



 

Jane Hamilton | Laura Rider's Masterpiece 
Acclaimed novelist Jane Hamilton is the author of the PEN/Hemingway Award winner The Book 
of Ruth and the New York Times Notable Book of the Year A Map of the World, both of which 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ hǇǊŀƘΩǎ .ƻƻk Club. The Washington Post chose her novel When Madeline Was 
Young as a Best Book of 2006. In her new book, [ŀǳǊŀ wƛŘŜǊΩǎ aŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ, Le Divorce meets The 
Love Letter as Hamilton concocts a comedic tale of sex, manipulation, and delusions of grandeur 
in small town America.  

  

 

Daniel Hoffman | The Whole Nine Yards: Longer Poems 
A former United States Poet Laureate and the Felix Schelling Professor of English Emeritus at 
the University of Pennsylvania, Daniel Hoffman recently received the Arthur Anse PrƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ άŀ 
ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƻŜǘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀuthor of a dozen 
books of poetry, including the National Book Award and National Book Critics Circle Award 
finalist Brotherly Love. His new book, The Whole Nine Yards, explores violence and 
transcendence in poems that meditate on life and death, the seen and the unseen. 

  

 

Tehching Hsieh | Out of Now: The Lifeworks of Tehching Hsieh 
In the vibrant Manhattan art scene of the 1970s and 1980s, performance artist Tehching Hsieh 
completed five separate year-long works notable for their conception of art and life as 
simultaneous processes. From a year of solitary confinement, to a year of living on the streets, 
ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜΣ άIǎƛeh has created a profound 
ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ΨƭƛŦŜǿƻǊƪǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƘȅōǊƛŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ΨŀǊǘΣΩέ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ !ƳŜƭƛŀ WƻƴŜǎΦ ±ƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǊǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ 
Out of Now collects the complete bƻŘȅ ƻŦ IǎƛŜƘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ мфту ǘƻ мфффΦ  

  

 

The Jimmies 
Winner of the 2007 Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Gold Award and the 2007 Parents' Choice Award, 
The Jimmies take being silly very seriously. The School Library Journal ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ 
album, Make Your Own Someday: Silly Songs for the Shorter SetΣ ŀǎ άǇǳǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΣέ ŀƴŘ 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά²ƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ƭȅǊƛŎǎΣ ŦƛƴŜ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƪŜŜƴ ŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ŀƭōǳƳ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǎǇƛƴΦέ  

  

 

Solomon Jones | Payback 
Solomon Jones is the Essence bestselling author of the critically acclaimed novels C.R.E.A.M., 
Ride Or Die, The Bridge, and Pipe Dream. A columnist for the Philadelphia Daily News, he is also 
the author of Keeping Up With the WƻƴŜǎΥ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ CŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ [ƛŦŜΧ ¦ƴǇƭǳƎƎŜŘΦ A former 
ŀŘƧǳƴŎǘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŀǘ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ !ǊǘǎΣ WƻƴŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ serves on the board 
of the Philadelphia Committee to End Homelessness. His new novel, Payback, is a sequel to 
C.R.E.A.M. 

  

 

Peter Lerangis | The Sword Thief (Book 3 in the 39 Clues series) 
Peter Lerangis is the author of numerous books for children and young adults, including {ƳƛƭŜǊΩǎ 
Bones, a New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age, and the Watchers series, which begins 
with Last Stop, an American Library Association Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. 
The Sword Thief is the third installment of the New York Times bestselling 39 Clues seriesτa 
new generation of writing for young adult audiences that combines reading, online gaming, and 
card collecting into a world-wide, whirlwind adventure. 

  



 

Raymond Luczak | Assembly Required: Notes from a Deaf Gay Life  
Essayist, poet, and playwright Raymond Luczak is the author of a number of books, including St. 
Michael's Fall, a collection of poems about growing up deaf and Catholic, and several stage 
plays that have been produced worldwide. Number seven in a family of nine children, he lost 
much of his hearing due to double pneumonia as a baby. In Assembly Required, Luczak provides 
an in-depth glimpse into what it means to be a gay man who lives between the deaf and hearing 
worlds. This program will be interpreted from ASL to Voice.  

  

 

Sheila Lukins | Ten: All the Foods We Love and 10 Perfect Recipes for Each 
Sheila Lukins is the co-founder of The Silver Palate, a take-out shop that inspired a series of 
bestselling cookbooks that changed the way Americans eat. In addition to the Silver Palate 
Cookbook, Lukins is the food editor for Parade magazine and the author or co-author of many 
cookbooks, such as The New Basics Cookbook and Celebrate! Her latest cookbook Ten collects 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ōŜǎǘ-loved foodsτsteak, shrimp, the perfect summer tomatoτand provides 
the ten best recipes for each, including dishes from top chefs like Tom Colicchio and Anthony 
Bourdain. 

  

 

Florence & Wendell Minor | If You Were A Penguin 
²ŜƴŘŜƭƭ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нΣллл ōƻƻƪǎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
Truman by David McCullough, The Prince of Tides by Pat Conroy, and To Kill a Mockingbird by 
IŀǊǇŜǊ [ŜŜΦ Iƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ !./ bŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ 
Their collaborative book If You Were a Penguinτŀ ŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ 
and adventurous spiritτwas chosen as the 2009 Pennsylvania One Book, Every Young Child 
selection. 

  

 

Vicki Myron | Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World 
On a freezing morning in 1988, Spencer Public Library director Vicki Myron discovered a tiny, 
bedraggled kitten abandoned ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŘǊƻǇ ōƻȄΦ {ƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜŘ 
him Dewey Readmore Books, and for 19 years, Dewey lived at the library and grew into a 
ǎǘǊǳǘǘƛƴƎΣ ŀŦŦŀōƭŜ Ŏŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎΩ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ ! Ім New York Times Best Seller, 
Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World ƛǎ aȅǊƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƳƻƛǊ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƭƻȅŀƭ 
feline companion and how he became a beacon of hope for the struggling small town of 
Spencer, Iowa. 

  

 

Nation Beat 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎ wŀŘƛƻΩǎ All Things Considered music writer BanƴƛƴƎ 9ȅǊŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ bŀǘƛƻƴ .Ŝŀǘ άǘƘŜ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭǳǊƛƴƎ Ŧǳǎƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ ! ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
thunderous Brazilian beats and backwoods Appalachian bluegrass twang, Nation Beat draws a 
diverse crowd to their dynamic, Carnival-style stage shows. The New Jersey Star-Ledger named 
bŀǘƛƻƴ .ŜŀǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ Legends of the Preacher the #1 world music album of the year.  

  

 

Joyce Carol Oates | Dear Husband,: Stories 
Over the span of more than four decades, Joyce Carol Oates has produced an enormous body of 
work consisting of novels, short stories, criticism, plays, and poetry. Not a year has gone by 
since the mid-мфслΩǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ōƻƻƪΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ƘŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ 
distinctions, she has received the National Book Award for them, the Bram Stoker Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and she was recently nominated for the Man Booker International Award. 
A collection of 14 character-driven short stories, ά5ŜŀǊ IǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ hŀǘŜǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛǎ 
vigorously dark, and it reminds us why we keep reading her in the first place: because we just 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǿŀȅέ (Elle). 

  



 

YŀǘƘȅ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ of YƛŘΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ on WXPN introduced Trout Fishing in America 
Host of the Peabody Award-winning YƛŘΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ƻƴ ²·tbΣ YŀǘƘȅ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ in 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΦ άIŜǊ ƎŜƴƛǳǎ ƛǎ 
blending the childish and sophisticated into the finest children's/family show on radio. She's a 
ƘŜǊƻ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ¢Ǌƻǳǘ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƎǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘ 9ȊǊŀ LŘŜƭŜǘΦ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ¢Ǌƻǳǘ 
Fishing after their show for a meet and greet with fans. 

  

 

aƻƭƭȅ hΩbŜƛƭƭ μ American Food Writing: An Anthology: With Classic Recipes 
Molly O'Neill was the food columnist for the New York Times Magazine for a decade and host of 
the PBS series Great Food. Her work has appeared in many national magazines, and she is the 
author of three cookbooks, including the award-winning New York Cookbook. From Henry David 
Thoreau to Anthony Bourdain, American Food Writing, ǿƘƛŎƘ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ŜŘƛǘŜŘΣ collects the best 
food writing from over 250 years of American culinary history. 

  

 

Susan Orlean | Lazy Little Loafers  
5ŜŜƳŜŘ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘǘƛŜǎt new-baby-in-the-ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎέ ōȅ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ 
Weekly, {ǳǎŀƴ hǊƭŜŀƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Lazy Little Loafers began as a humor piece for the 
New Yorker, where she serves as a staff writer. A bestselling author of nonfiction books for 
adulǘǎΣ hǊƭŜŀƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ The Bullfighter Checks Her Makeup and The Orchid Thief, which 
was adapted into the Oscar-nominated film Adaptation. 

  

Our Children Can Soar: A Celebration of Rosa, Barack, and the Pioneers of Change  
With illustrators James Ransome, Shadra Strickland, and Eric Velasquez  
In Our Children Can Soar by Michelle Cook, 13 African-American artists, including award-winning illustrators James 
Ransome, Shadra Strickland, and Eric Velasquez, pay tribute to the pioneers who helped propel their fellow African-
Americans through the civil rights movement and eventually into the White House. 

  

 

James Ransome 
James Ransome won the Coretta Scott King Award for Illustration for The Creation, the Simon 
Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance Award for The Wagon, and the Southeastern Book 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ How Animals Saved the People. Several of his 
books have been featured on the Public Broadcasting Service programs Reading Rainbow and 
Storytime. He teaches at the Pratt Institute. 

  

 

Shadra Strickland 
Shadra Strickland won the Ezra Jack Keats Award and the 2009 Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe 
!ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ bŜǿ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪΣ Bird, named an ALA 
bƻǘŀōƭŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ illustration, and writing at Syracuse University, 
received her M.F.A. from the School of Visual Arts in the Illustration as Visual Essay program, 
and she is currently a freelance illustrator and graphic designer. 

  

 

Eric Velasquez 
Illustrator Eric VelaǎǉǳŜȊΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ олл ōƻƻƪ ƧŀŎƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 
illustrations, including the award-winning picture books WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ WƻΩ.ǳǊƎ by Beverly Naidoo 
and WŀȊƳƛƴΩǎ bƻǘŜōƻƻƪ by Nikki Grimes, winner of the Coretta Scott King Award. He is the 
recipient of the 1999 Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award for New Talent and his book, The 
Sound that Jazz Makes, ǿŀǎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ b!!/t LƳŀƎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦ 

  



 

Christina Pirello | This Crazy Vegan Life 
At the age of 26, Christina Pirello was diagnosed with terminal leukemia and decided to forgo 
conventional medical treatment, instead turning to whole foods and eliminating her cancer. 
Now the Emmy Award-winning host of Christina Cooks, Pirello uses her experience to educate 
others on the powerful role food plays in our lives. The author of Cooking the Whole Foods Way 
and Cook Your Way to the Life You Want, Pirello offers readers a 28-day nutrition and fitness 
plan in her newest book, This Crazy Vegan Life. 

  

 

Joe Queenan | Closing Time: A Memoir 
Philadelphian Joe Queenan is a humorist, critic, and author whose witty and acerbic writing has 
appeared in numerous publications, including Rolling Stone, Esquire, and the New York Times. 
Queenan, who has hosted a number of radio programs for the BBC, is also the author of seven 
books including Queenan Country and Balsamic Dreams. By turns hilarious and heartbreaking, 
vǳŜŜƴŀƴΩǎ ƳŜƳƻƛǊ Closing Time recounts his Irish Catholic upbringing in a family dominated by 
Ƙƛǎ ŜǊǊŀǘƛŎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ мфслΩǎ Philadelphia housing project. 

  

 

John Quiñones |Heroes Among Us: Ordinary People, Extraordinary Choices  
John Quiñones is a co-anchor of the ABC newsmagazine Primetime, a correspondent for 20/20, 
and the sole anchor of the popular Primetime limited series What Would You Do?, which uses 
ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǳƴǎŎǊƛǇǘŜŘ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀǎ. In a 
career spanning more than two decades, Quiñones has earned seven national Emmy Awards 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƻōŜǊǘ CΦ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ !ǿŀǊŘΩs Grand Prize for International Reporting, among 
many other distinctions. In Heroes Among Us, which grew out of his work on What Would You 
Do?, Quiñones captures the courage and dignity of average American heroes. 

  

Renegades: Radical African American Voices in the Arts  
With Amiri Baraka, Ed Bullins, and Sonia Sanchez, Moderated by Charles Fuller 

 

Amiri Baraka | Home: Social Essays 
Poet, playwright, and political activist, Amiri Baraka is the recipient of Guggenheim Foundation 
and National Endowment for the Arts fellowships, the PEN/Faulkner Award, the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters Award, and the Rockefeller Foundation Award for Drama. His 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ǇƻŜƳΣ ά{ƻƳŜōƻŘȅ .ƭŜǿ ¦Ǉ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣέ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 
.ŀǊŀƪŀΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ tƻŜǘ [ŀǳǊŜŀǘŜΦ .ŀǊŀƪŀ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀǘ ¸ŀƭŜΣ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
State University of New York at Stony Brook. 

  

 

Ed Bullins | The Hungered One 
A force in American theater for more than 35 years, playwright and native Philadelphian Ed 
Bullins received the New York Drama Critics Circle Award for Best American Play for The Taking 
of Miss Janie. A multiple Obie Award-winner, Bullins is considered one of the key figures of the 
.ƭŀŎƪ !Ǌǘǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳƛǊƛ .ŀǊŀƪŀΦ hǊƛƎƛƴally published in 1971, The 
Hungered One is a collection of early short stories that explore loneliness, despair, and 
ambition. The New York Times Book Review ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά! ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǇŜǊǾŀŘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦέ 

  

 

Sonia Sanchez | Homegirls and Handgrenades 
άhƴƭȅ ŀ ǇƻŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ƘŜŀǊǘ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄƻǊŎƛǎŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ǉŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣέ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ 
Isabel Allende of poet, activist, and scholar Sonia Sanchez. Author of more than a dozen books 
of poetry, including Shake Loose My Skin and Homegirls and Handgrenades, Sanchez is the 
recipient of numerous literary awards, including a National Endowment for the Arts Award and 
a Pew Fellowship in the Arts. Until retirement, she was the Laura Carnell Professor of English 
and Women's Studies at Temple University.  


