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WHAT’S INSIDE

The Free Library of Philadelphia creatively serves our communities  

every day, in person and online. With this 2022 Development Report,  

the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation recognizes and thanks  

the many individuals and organizations whose philanthropy was critical  

to the Free Library’s success in fulfilling its mission and meeting its 

goals from July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022. Thank you for your 

commitment to advancing literacy, guiding learning, and inspiring 

curiosity through the Free Library of Philadelphia. 



MESSAGE FROM D.  JEFFRY BENOLIEL MESSAGE FROM KELLY RICHARDS

DEAR FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA SUPPORTERS,

After five years as a board member, I was honored to begin my leadership 
as Chair of the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation Board in the year we 
welcomed our new President and Director Kelly Richards. Kelly brings to this 
role strong leadership, organizational and operational skills, and a passion for 
libraries and what they can enable in our many diverse communities.

Despite the challenges of recent years, the Free Library, with critical support 
from the Foundation, continued to deliver on its mission to advance literacy, 
guide learning, and inspire curiosity. In fiscal year 2022, the Free Library 
further expanded virtual programs and services, while gradually returning 
to in-person activities, welcoming over 1.4 million visits to its 54 library 
locations and nearly 1.7 million visits to its website. 

With the Foundation’s support, the Free Library aided job seekers by hosting 
career fairs and expanding online services, and augmented the City’s digital 
equity plan by distributing hot spots and tablets across the city. The Literacy 
Enrichment Afterschool Program (LEAP) supported students in neighborhood 
libraries and online as they returned to classroom learning. Additionally, 
initiatives such as the In the Path of Islam exhibition and programs, which 
were curated by community members, celebrated diverse voices. These and 
many more educational, cultural, and supportive resources funded by the 
Foundation enhance the Free Library’s unique and vital role in our region.   

The City of Philadelphia’s fiscal year 2023 budget provides a historic 
increase of more than $13 million for the Free Library of Philadelphia. This 
increase enables our neighborhood libraries to resume five-day service with 
the addition of more than 300 employees, and the Foundation, with your 
generous gifts, will continue to fund critical programs that are making a 
difference in our communities.   

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I extend my thanks to all our donors, 
who give because they share our commitment to the value of this institution, 
which enriches so many lives.   

Sincerely,

D. Jeffry Benoliel 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation

GREETINGS FREE LIBRARY SUPPORTERS,

It is with great pleasure that I write to you as the president and director of 
the Free Library of Philadelphia and Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation. 
I would like to personally extend my thanks to you for your support of the 
City of Philadelphia’s Library system, which welcomes millions of visits to 
our neighborhood libraries and online resources every year. 

I am honored to have been appointed to this position and I am very grateful 
for the warm welcome that I have received. It has been a pleasure to meet 
with many of you, in groups large and small, in person and online. From 
festive gatherings like this year’s gala—our first since 2019—to virtual 
conversations and the quarterly Morning Blend series, it has been awesome 
to connect with you. I am eager for many more opportunities to share our 
experiences and hopes for the future of this extraordinary institution.  

Support for the Library comes from generous individual, foundation, and 
corporate donors, and from the City. This year, Mayor Jim Kenney proposed 
a significant funding increase of $10.4 million for the Free Library that will 
be used to provide training, increase funds for collection materials, and 
achieve stable five-day service by adding 220 full-time and 96 part-time 
Library staff members. An additional $2 million for digital materials and 
$675,000 for executive/leadership staff was added in the amendments 
by City Council. The City’s funding provides for the essential operations 
and staffing throughout the organization, and contributions secured by 
the Foundation from donors help to care for and showcase the Library’s 
impressive special collections; provide opportunities for civic dialogue at 
neighborhood libraries, the Parkway Central Library, and online; offer a full 
suite of childhood, family, and adult literacy programs; support job seekers; 
and much more. 

There is so much that excites me about partnering with you to sustain 
and expand the Free Library’s services to Philadelphia communities. I 
am thrilled to begin this new chapter together, and thank you for your 
partnership on this journey. 

Warmly,

 
Kelly Richards 
President and Director 
Free Library of Philadelphia and Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation

Chair, Board of Directors 
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation 

President and Director 
Free Library of Philadelphia and  

Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation 

“I am eager for 
many more 

opportunities 
to share our 

experiences and 
hopes for the 
future of this 
extraordinary 

institution.”

“The Foundation, 
with your 
generous gifts, 
will continue 
to fund critical 
programs that 
are making a 
difference in our 
communities.”
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With your support in fiscal year 2022, the Free Library of Philadelphia ...
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WELCOMED 
1,407,565 in-person visits 

ACROSS 54 LIBRARY LOCATIONS AND 

1,699,066 online visits.

CELEBRATED THE 

20th anniversary of One Book, One Philadelphia
WITH 76 EVENTS CENTERED AROUND QUIARA ALEGRÍA HUDES’ MEMOIR MY BROKEN LANGUAGE.

HELD 

142 Author Event programs
WITH RENOWNED WRITERS, INCLUDING  

TONY AWARD–WINNER HARVEY FIERSTEIN, 

BESTSELLING AUTHORS SANDRA CISNEROS  

AND AMOR TOWLES, AND PULITZER PRIZE 

WINNERS NIKOLE HANNAH-JONES AND  

GEORGE F. WILL. THERE WERE 

17,884 total attendees 
FOR IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENTS.

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

LOANED OVER 

11,000 Wi-Fi 
hot spots and tablets,

WITH FUNDING FROM THE FEDERAL 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION’S  

EMERGENCY CONNECTIVITY FUND,  

TO PHILADELPHIA RESIDENTS, HELPING  

TO CLOSE THE DIGITAL DIVIDE THAT  

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC INTENSIFIED.

FUNDED 

800 hygiene kits
WHICH PROVIDE DAILY ESSENTIALS TO  

PEOPLE EXPERIENCING HOUSING INSECURITY— 

FOR DISTRIBUTION AT NEIGHBORHOOD  

LIBRARIES IN HIGH-NEED COMMUNITIES. 

EXPANDED AND DIVERSIFIED THE LIBRARY’S  

COLLECTIONS BY ACQUIRING OVER 

20,000 new books, 
DVDs, and ebooks, 

USING OVER $450,000 OF FUNDING FROM THE 

American Rescue Plan Act.

HELD OVER 

35 learning circles for 
adults in eight languages 

AT THE LANGUAGES AND LEARNING CENTER.

RECEIVED A BEQUEST FROM THE  

ESTATE OF BARBARA GITTINGS AND  

KAY LAHUSEN TO BENEFIT THE 

Barbara Gittings Collection, 
AN LGBTQ+ COLLECTION LOCATED  

IN INDEPENDENCE LIBRARY.
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EXPANDED THE FREE LIBRARY 

 JOB SEEKERS’ WEBPAGE 

freelibrary.org/jobseekers
TO CONNECT JOB SEEKERS TO INFORMATION 

ON CAREER PATHWAYS, TRAINING PROVIDERS, 

AND CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN PHILADELPHIA 

INDUSTRIES WITH FAMILY-SUSTAINING WAGES.

CREATED THREE TRAVELING ARTIFACT 

EXHIBITIONS FOR DISPLAY AT MASAJIDS IN 

PHILADELPHIA IN CONNECTION WITH 

In the Path of Islam, 
A COMMUNITY-DRIVEN PROJECT AMPLIFYING 

THE DIVERSE VOICES OF PHILADELPHIA’S 

INDIGENOUS MUSLIM COMMUNITY.

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

RELAUNCHED THE CULINARY LITERACY CENTER’S IN-PERSON  

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES PROGRAMMING, WHICH FEATURES 

free cooking classes in low-income neighborhoods, 
FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE MARCH 2020.

COUNTED 

719,330 cardholders.

HOSTED EIGHT DYNAMIC DISCUSSIONS THROUGH

Hear Me Out, 
A MODERATED, ONLINE CIVIC DIALOGUE  

SERIES HELD THROUGH LIBRARIES ACROSS  

THE STATE, SUPPORTED BY THE 

Horace W. Goldsmith
Foundation. 

OBSERVED THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE MUSIC INSTRUMENT LENDING 

PROGRAM. SINCE ITS INCEPTION, THE MUSIC 

INSTRUMENT COLLECTION HAS MADE OVER

3,500 instrument loans 
TO PATRONS.

PROMOTED 

Reading Promise, 
A FAMILY-FOCUSED CAMPAIGN DESIGNED  

IN COLLABORATION WITH PHILADELPHIA 

PARENTS TO SUPPORT LITERACY DEVELOPMENT 

AT HOME AND IN EVERYDAY MOMENTS.

With your support in fiscal year 2022, the Free Library of Philadelphia ...
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FUNDRAISING ACHIEVEMENTS

W H E R E  S U P P O R T  C O M E S  F R O M 

H OW  S U P P O R T  I S  A P P L I E D

Individuals $5,240,209

Corporations/Other Organizations $1,812,589

Foundations $1,283,088

Government/Public Entities $1,276,964

Unrestricted $2,703,850

Childhood and Family Literacy $2,532,612

Endowment $2,145,346

Neighborhood Libraries* $999,583 

Collections and Resources $653,160

Adult Literacy and Opportunity $285,481

Civic and Cultural Engagement $266,518

Other $26,300

55%

28%

7%

19%

26%

3%

13%

22%

3%

13%

10%

<1%

FY22 TOTAL DONORS 

6,082
FY22 TOTAL GIFTS 

9,961
FY22 TOTAL DOLLARS 

$9,612,850

*$850,000 of the total for neighborhood libraries is for capital support

The following figures reflect all non-campaign gifts and pledges made to the  

Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation during fiscal year 2022 (July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022).
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The announcement of Kelly Richards as president and director of the  

Free Library coincided with the election of Folasade A. Olanipekun-Lewis 

as chair of the Free Library of Philadelphia’s Board of Trustees and  

D. Jeffry Benoliel as chair of the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation’s 

Board of Directors. Benoliel was elected vice chair in 2018 and 

Olanipekun-Lewis most recently served as the treasurer and the  

co-chair of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, bolstering 

the efforts of Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer Dr. Guy Sims.

Entrances
The Board of Directors welcomed three outstanding new members this year. Each brings special talents to the 
Foundation, and we welcome their active participation in the important work ahead.

DONALD M. GENERALS, ED.D.

Dr. Donald M. Generals became the President of 
the Community College of Philadelphia in 2014. 
He earned his Doctor of Education in Social and 
Philosophical Foundations of Education at Rutgers 
University, and both his Master of Arts and Bachelor 
of Arts at William Paterson College. He has certificates 
in administrative leadership and educational 
management from Cornell and Harvard. Dr. Generals 
has 20 years of teaching experience, and writes and 
speaks on a range of educational issues. His book, 
Booker T. Washington, The Architect of Progressive 
Education, was published in 2013. 

PETER WOLF

Peter Wolf has over 20 years of legal experience 
including serving as in-house counsel at several 
biotechnology companies, and practicing corporate and 
securities law at various firms. He is an adjunct faculty 
member at the Horn Entrepreneurship program at the 
University of Delaware. Mr. Wolf was previously the 
executive director of Life Science Cares Philadelphia, 
which connects the life science community with 
organizations serving critical community needs. He 
received his Juris Doctor from the George Washington 
University National Law Center and his Bachelor of Arts 
from the University of Delaware. 
 

Exits
We extend our gratitude to those directors whose 
service on the Board ended in fiscal year 2022.

SHELLEY STEWART

In fiscal year 2022, Shelley Stewart departed from the 
Board of Directors. Mr. Stewart served on the Executive, 
Education Assistance, and Project Committees and 
the search committee for the president and director. 
We extend our gratitude to Shelley for his five years of 
service on the Board of Directors and acknowledge the 
expertise, time, and resources that he shared, along with 
his dedication to the organization and its mission. 

KARIMA A. ZEDAN

Karima A. Zedan is the Founder and Principal of Zedan 
Impact Consulting, which supports organizations 
in digital and technological equity, social impact, 
corporate social responsibility, and organizational 
design. She has spoken on issues of equity, inclusion, 
intersectionality, and leadership; served as subject 
matter expert on topics related to technology, digital 
skills and equity, and income inequality and education; 
and has delivered briefings and other presentations to 
Congress, the Federal Communications Commission, 
and more. She holds a Master of Arts in Criminal Justice 
from Temple University and a Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Pennsylvania.

ACROSS THE BOARD



LEADERSHIP

OFFICERS

D. Jeffry Benoliel 
Chair

Jude Tuma 
First Vice Chair

Lynn Charytan 
Second Vice Chair

James J. Biles 
Treasurer

Richard A. Greenawalt 
Secretary

Folasade A. Olanipekun-Lewis 
Vice Chair, Ex Officio

Kelly Richards 
President and Director

MEMBERS

Cynthia H. Affleck
Carol Banford
Honorable Phyllis W. Beck (ret.)
Benito Cachinero-Sánchez
Jeffrey Cooper
Tobey Gordon Dichter
Donald M. Generals
Melissa Grimm
Janet F. Haas
Robert C. Heim
Honorable Renée C. Hughes
Michael A. Innocenzo
Phillip P. Jaurigue
Charles P. Keates
Geoffrey Kent
Susan B. Muller
Peter D. Nalle
Patrick M. Oates

Shelley Stewart
Barbara Sutherland
Karla Trotman
Joe H. Tucker, Jr.
Jay L. Weinstein
Peter Wolf
Karima A. Zedan

EMERITUS

James H. Averill
Peter A. Benoliel
Marie H. Field
Elizabeth H. Gemmill
W. Wilson Goode, Sr.
Alexander Kerr
Leslie Anne Miller
William R. Sasso
A. Morris Williams, Jr.

OFFICERS

Folasade A. Olanipekun-Lewis 
Chair

Jeffrey Cooper 
Vice Chair

Suzanne Simons 
Vice Chair

Donald M. Generals 
Treasurer

Jenée Chizick-Agüero 
Secretary

D. Jeffry Benoliel 
Vice Chair, Ex Officio

Kelly Richards 
President and Director

MEMBERS

Donna Allie
Api Appulingam
Honorable Pamela Dembe
Michael DiBerardinis
Tobey Gordon Dichter
David Gould
Robert C. Heim
H.W. Jerome Maddox
Donald E. Moore
Mustafa Rashed
Sonia Sanchez
Joseph W. St. Geme
Matthew Stitt
Elaine Tomlin

EMERITUS

Gloria Twine Chisum
W. Wilson Goode, Sr.
Herman Mattleman*
M. Teresa Sarmina

JULY 1, 2021 — JUNE 30, 2022 JULY 1, 2021 — JUNE 30, 2022
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Free Library 
of Philadelphia 
Board of Trustees

Free Library of  
Philadelphia Foundation  
Board of Directors

*deceased April 2022



CELEBRATING A NEW CHAPTER

Welcoming Kelly Richards
On January 14, 2022, the Free Library of Philadelphia 
and Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation welcomed 
Kelly Richards as president and director. Prior to this 
appointment, Kelly served as director of the Muskegon 
Area District Library in Michigan and president of the 
Michigan Library Association. He brings with him almost 
three decades of library experience. He began his career 
in library services in the Las Vegas Clark County Library 
District, and also worked in the Genesee District Library 
in Flint, Michigan, before taking on the role of director in 
Muskegon. In addition, Kelly served as the chairperson for 
Lakeshore Ethnic Diversity Alliance, an organization that 
trains government agencies and businesses in principles 
of diversity, equity, and inclusion/belonging. Kelly earned 
an Associate of Arts and a Bachelor of Science in Criminal 
Justice at Ferris State University and a Masters in Library 
and Information Science at the University of Pittsburgh.

Kelly shares, “As president and director, my goal 
is to build a stronger Library, and incorporating 

diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) thoroughly into 
our organization is essential.” In his first six months, 
Kelly designated the Library’s Office of Diversity and 
Inclusion to manage the Library’s Human Resources 
department. “This move will build trust between all 
levels of the organization,” he continues. “It will ensure 
staff has the training and development necessary to 
learn and grow and carry out their work to the best of 
their abilities; and it will ensure intentional systems 
change that speaks to the world of today inside and 
outside of the Library.”

Among Kelly’s top priorities has been to secure stable 
five-day Library service across the neighborhood libraries. 
Demonstrating the Library’s need for increased staffing 
to fulfill this objective, Kelly has worked in partnership 
with Mayor Jim Kenney and City Council to increase city 
funding for the Library in fiscal year 2023 to support the 
hiring of more than 300 additional staff, which will help 
stabilize five-day service across the 54 libraries. 
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Our Commitment to Diversity,  
Equity, and Inclusion Principles
In fiscal year 2022, the Library and Foundation 
continued to advance our commitment to a more 
equitable and inclusive workplace that supports staff 
members of diverse backgrounds and experiences. 
Dr. Guy Sims, the Free Library’s first full-time chief 
diversity and inclusion officer, continued to implement 
Pathways to Progress: Strategic DEI Priorities and 
Action Plan, which was introduced in fiscal year 2021. 

Dr. Sims introduced the monthly Community Conversations 
series for staff in January 2022. This program makes space 
for staff members to come together to discuss and process 

important issues and themes centered on diversity, equity, 
and inclusion, including dismantling racism, unconscious 
bias, and bystander intervention, among others.

The Free Library also participated as a cohort member of 
the City of Philadelphia’s citywide Racial Equity Strategy 
in fiscal year 2022. In connection with the Mayor’s Office 
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, the Library was one of 
12 City agencies and offices working together to assess 
key practices, procedures, and policies to advance racial 
equity; and to develop and implement action plans to 
increase equitable impact in our organizations.

Advancing Opportunities for Library Staff
The Education Assistance Fund was established  
by the Foundation’s Board of Directors in 2020,  
to assist staff in pursuit of a first-time bachelor’s  
or associate degree as a path to career advancement. 
The program’s goals are to provide financial 
assistance to employees throughout the Library, 
Foundation, and the Rosenbach Museum & Library 
who are working toward their post-secondary degrees, 
support their upward mobility, and increase diversity 
across all levels of the Library. Board members, 
individual donors, and staff members contributed 
to the Fund. In fiscal year 2022, seven employees 
received tuition assistance from the Fund to study at 
local educational institutions, including Community 
College of Philadelphia, DeVry University, Drexel 
University, Peirce College, Saint Joseph’s University, 
Temple University, and Widener University. 

Bonita Riggins, who received 
support through the Fund to attend 
Saint Joseph’s University, shares, 
“[It] acted as the motivation that 
I needed to keep on persevering. 
Often, I looked at the numbers and 
said to myself, ‘I cannot.’ With the 
assistance, I began to say, ‘Maybe  
I can.’ Thank you so much.”

Additionally, with support from a generous donor, 
five Library staff members have received full 
scholarships to Drexel University in pursuit of their 
Master’s in Library and Information Science.



CELEBRATING CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING
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The A. Morris 
Williams, Jr. and 
Elaine W. Camarda 
Fund for Youth 
Programs
This year, the Foundation was honored to receive a 
$1 million gift to establish this new endowment that 
will resource youth programming in neighborhood 
libraries across the city. On an annual basis, 
distributions from the Fund will support the 
Library’s implementation of at least eight programs 
for children and teens in neighborhood libraries, 
designed by library staff for their patrons. President 
and Director Kelly Richards acknowledged the 
impact that this Fund will have, sharing, “This 
endowment generously provides funding for 
awesome programs that will creatively serve our 
youngest community members for generations to 
come. I thank Morris and Elaine for their visionary 
gift, which will support the Library in meeting the 
needs of children and families across Philadelphia.”

About the decision to establish the Fund, Williams 
says, “Elaine and I would like to empower our 
branch librarians to deliver innovative ideas to 
help our young Philadelphia residents. We need 
to support the Free Library of Philadelphia to help 
all citizens of Philadelphia access free education, 
entertainment, and business resources.”

Serving Teens  
at the Free Library
The Marie and Joseph Field Teen Center at the Parkway 
Central Library serves patrons ages 12 to 18 through  
in-person and virtual programs, as well as through 
reference and research support. Though its collection 
is open to all, the space is reserved for teens for reading 
and browsing, research, homework, peer interaction, and 
enrichment activities. In fiscal year 2022, Field Teen Center 
programs served 5,358 attendees. Programming included 
the SAT and College Prep series, a monthly virtual workshop 
designed to prepare teens for the college application 
process; and Teen Reading Lounge, a nontraditional book 
club in which teens help to create the reading list and 
design creative and civic engagement projects. 

The Library’s Literacy Enrichment Afterschool Program 
(LEAP) provides afterschool mentoring, homework 
assistance, individualized tutoring, access to computers, 
and trauma-informed care. Library staff members, After 
School Leaders (ASLs), and Teen Leadership Assistants 
(TLAs) offer LEAP both online and in person in libraries 
throughout the city. Through their employment with 
LEAP, TLAs receive and provide mentorship for each 
other and the K–12 students they serve. While LEAP’s 
online engagement and in-person programming 
took place throughout the year, in the spring of 2022, 
programs in neighborhood libraries focused on literacy; 
science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics 
(STEAM); and wellness. New this fiscal year was a series 
of First Friday events for TLAs, at which the Library’s 
teen staff found mutual support for their work, advanced 
their learning about collaboration in a virtual setting, and 
connected with their peers. 

Vanguard Supports Expansion  
of Literacy in Early Learning Spaces
The Library’s Literacy in Early Learning Spaces 
(LiELS) program supports child care teachers 
through technical assistance, professional 
development, and classroom resources. LiELS 
prioritizes equity by partnering with child care 
programs in neighborhoods with high poverty 
rates; those that serve students and families who 
are learning English, or speaking languages other 
than English at home; and those that receive lower 
levels of state funding, where teachers are typically 
among the lowest paid workers in the field. 

With funding from the Vanguard Strong Start 
for Kids Program™, in fiscal year 2022 this 
program expanded to three new neighborhoods 
(West Philadelphia, North Philadelphia, and Olney) 
and added 19 new child care program partners. 
Partners were provided with 24 virtual professional 
development sessions, 16 in English and eight in 

Spanish, for 318 attendees. One director, whose 
center recently completed the three-year program 
with LiELS, expresses, “I am glad my child care had 
the opportunity to participate in such a purposeful 
program ... My teachers benefited, my children 
benefited, my families benefited, and ultimately 
the community is better because of it.”

In December 2021, a virtual Family Engagement 
event served families from 45 child care programs. 
Books to encourage at-home reading were gifted 
to participants, which included 898 children ages 
birth–5 years, and 404 school-age children.  
The event featured live interactive segments, 
including read-alouds, singalongs, movement 
activities, art projects, and games. Each segment 
emphasized an aspect of early literacy with 
enrichment activities, at-home literacy tips and 
games, and Library information. 



CELEBRATING EVENTS
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Gala 2022: 
Celebrating a  
New Chapter
On April 9, the Free Library of 
Philadelphia Foundation welcomed 
over 250 supporters to the Parkway 
Central Library for this year’s 
gala, Celebrating a New Chapter, 
to welcome Kelly Richards as 
president and director of the Free 
Library of Philadelphia and Free 
Library of Philadelphia Foundation.

Mayor Jim Kenney served as 
honorary chair of the gala.  
Ric and Mindee Harris, Reverend Dr. Alyn E. Waller and 
Ellyn Jo Waller, Ed.D., and Elaine Camarda and A. Morris 
Williams, Jr. served as co-chairs. The Foundation thanks 
them for their strategic partnership in support of Kelly’s 
vision and goals for the Library and its future service 
to Philadelphians. In addition to the co-chairs, lead 
sponsors for the gala included Comcast, PECO, Enon 
Tabernacle Baptist Church, and Janney Montgomery 
Scott. The Foundation is deeply grateful for their 
enthusiastic and generous support, and extends thanks 
to everyone who sponsored the event, purchased tickets, 
and made donations at the gala or in lieu of attendance. 

Gala proceeds supported the Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation, which provides critical resources to Library 
programs and services for our neighbors across the city.

Throughout the evening, guests enjoyed a beautifully 
decorated and dramatically lit Parkway Central; meeting and 
getting to know Kelly; eating delicious hors d’oeuvres and 
dinner, accompanied by the Austin Woodlin Jazz Quartet’s 
musical entertainment; and dancing until midnight. During 
dinner, a new video produced for the gala shared Kelly’s 
excitement for the Library’s work, and featured staff and 
patrons from across the Library system sharing the impact of 
the Library’s services and programs, including offerings for 
families and children. An on-site “paddle raise” fundraising 
drive secured over $35,000 in contributions to support youth 
programming across the Free Library system. These funds 
helped the Foundation to meet the Lily Literacy Challenge, 
a matching gift incentive from The Lily Foundation, 
which provided an 
additional $25,000 in 
funding for the Library’s 
childhood and family 
literacy initiatives. The 
Foundation thanks 
everyone who raised their 
paddle to make a gift in 
support of the Library’s 
literacy programming.

Virtual Learning 
Events Highlight 
Philanthropy and 
Estate Planning
The Foundation hosts an ongoing series of learning 
events on topics related to charitable and legacy giving 
for the benefit of our donors. In fiscal year 2022, the 
Foundation hosted two new webinars in this series, 
attended by over 100 individuals.

In September, Director of Hirtle Callaghan, Susan 
McEvoy, and Chair of Private Clients, Trusts and 
Estates at Cozen O’Connor, Helene Jaron, presented 

“The Ins and Outs of Donor Advised Funds (DAFs) and 
Private Foundations.” Helene and Susan explained the 
differences between DAFs and private foundations, 
and provided frameworks and questions for donors to 
consider to determine the best path for their personal 
situations. The series continued in March with “The 
Importance of Estate Planning: Planning for the ‘What If,’” 
a topic offered in response to donor interest surveys. This 
webinar featured attorney Angela Giampolo of Giampolo 
Law and financial advisor Richard Kuhn of Northern 
Trust, who together presented on the fundamentals of 
estate planning and addressed participant questions. 

The Foundation expresses thanks to all of the 
presenters this year for generously sharing their  
time and expertise, and is eager to continue  
offering more learning opportunities on topics  
of philanthropy in the future.

To view recordings of these events, click the below 
QR codes or scan with your smartphone camera: To view the gala video, click 

the QR code or scan with 
your smartphone camera:

“The Ins and Outs of  
Donor Advised Funds (DAFs)  

and Private Foundations”

“The Importance of  
Estate Planning:  

Planning for the ‘What If’”



Our Members: 
At the Heart  
of Our Mission
Members of the George S. Pepper 
Society, Raven Society, and 
Knee-Hi Society are dedicated 
and passionate donors whose 
generous annual membership gifts 
support hundreds of Free Library 
programs and services, including 
literacy-based activities, workforce 
development, social services, English language learning 
classes, and civic dialogue events that enrich the lives of 
Philadelphians across the city. In appreciation, members 
are invited to special programs and events that celebrate 
the Free Library, its special collections, and staff.

The Free Library is a leader in fostering civic dialogue, 
and the Foundation’s third annual Pepper Forum, 
Vaccinations: Past and Present, in November 2021, 
focused on an important contemporary issue. Members 
of the George S. Pepper Society were invited to a live 
panel discussion featuring esteemed experts Argie 
Allen-Wilson and Doctors Carolyn Cannuscio, Paul Offit, 
and Stanley Plotkin, who spoke about the history of 
vaccines and vaccination, and the recent approach and 
challenges toward COVID-19 vaccine development and 
delivery. The panel was moderated by Maiken Scott, host 
and creative director of WHYY’s The Pulse.  

In June 2022, Peppers gathered at the Parkway Central 
Library’s Skyline Terrace for the annual Pickwick Salon, 
a special event that recognizes Pepper members and the 
impact of their annual gifts. The event welcomed Quiara 
Alegría Hudes—author of the 2022 One Book, One 
Philadelphia featured selection, My Broken Language—
who read from her heartwarming memoir as the 20th 
season of One Book, One Philadelphia drew to a close.

Members of the Raven Society, a young professionals 
membership group, enjoyed two events, including a 
partner event in June with One Book, One Philadelphia 
and the Philadelphia Latino Film Festival (PHLAFF), in 
which they co-hosted a festive happy hour that included 
short film screenings as part of the PHLAFF’s 11th 
annual season. 

The Knee-Hi Society, a membership for families with 
young children, was reintroduced this year with a new 
benefits structure. To recognize the appreciation young 
families have for their neighborhood libraries, the 
Knee-Hi Society will direct 80 percent of each Knee-Hi 
membership to libraries in neighborhoods throughout  
the city. The Foundation is eager for this program to grow 
and develop in the coming year! 

The Pew Charitable Trusts
Philadelphia City Institute  

Board of Managers
The Philadelphia Foundation
PNC Foundation
William H. Shea, Jr.
Leon C. Sunstein*^
Barbara and Fred Sutherland

CHAIRMEN’S 
CIRCLE
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation gratefully acknowledges the 
following individuals and organizations 
whose lifetime gifts and pledges 
to support the Free Library and the 
Rosenbach Museum & Library total  
$1 million or more.

On March 9, 2022, the Foundation honored Chairmen’s Circle members 
at a special event at the Union League. Directors of the Free Library of 
Philadelphia Foundation, Trustees of the Free Library of Philadelphia, 
and Trustees of the Rosenbach Museum & Library attended to express 
their appreciation for the members’ generosity.

This annual event recognizes an individual or couple who have been 
instrumental partners in the Foundation’s work, and this year the 
Foundation recognized Barbara and Fred Sutherland. Barbara’s 10 years 
of service as a director of the Foundation, including as chair in fiscal years 
2019–21, were devoted to advancing the work of the Board and stewarding 
the organization through the pandemic and leadership transition. With 
Fred’s enthusiastic participation, the couple has also inspired many others 
to join them in generously supporting the Free Library. 

The Foundation Board and staff extend heartfelt thanks to Barbara 
and Fred Sutherland, and to all of our Chairmen’s Circle members.

The Annenberg Foundation
The Arcadia Foundation
Janet and Jim Averill
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Elaine W. Camarda and A. Morris 

Williams, Jr.
City of Philadelphia
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Tobey and Mark Dichter
William B. Dietrich Foundation
Marie and Joseph Field
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Sally and Dan Gordon
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Otto Haas Charitable Trust, 

recommended by Janet and 
 John Haas

Hamilton Family Charitable Trust
Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim
Nancy and Alan* Hirsig^
Independence Foundation
Institute of Museum and Library 

Services
John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation
Lincoln Financial Foundation
The Leslie Miller and Richard Worley 

Foundation
National Endowment for the Humanities
PECO
Pennsylvania Historical and  

Museum Commission^

United Way of Greater Philadelphia 
and Southern New Jersey

Vanguard Strong Start for Kids 
Program™

Wells Fargo
William Penn Foundation
Sankey and Constance Williams
Wyncote Foundation, at the 

recommendation of Frederick Haas^

CELEBRATING OUR SUPPORTERS
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^ Rosenbach contributors

* deceased

For a recording of this year’s  
Forum, click the QR code or scan 
with your smartphone camera: 



ELKINS CIRCLE
$25,000 AND ABOVE

Cindy and John Affleck
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Amy Branch and D. Jeffry Benoliel
Elaine W. Camarda and  

A. Morris Williams, Jr.
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Otto Haas Charitable Trust, 

recommended by Janet and  
John Haas

Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and  

Joe Neubauer
Nancy Q. Petersmeyer
Barbara and Fred Sutherland

DICKENS CIRCLE
$10,000—$24,999

Barbara B. and Theodore R. Aronson
Janet and Jim Averill
Phyllis W. Beck
Nadine and James Biles
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Lois and Julian Brodsky
Carolyn Cannuscio and Daniel Rader
Lynn Charytan
Jeffrey Cooper and Nancy Klaus
Peggy and Mark Curchack
Pamela and David Dembe
Elizabeth H. Gemmill
Deborah G. Gorman and  

Benito Cachinero-Sánchez
Nina Gussack and Allan Stein
Charles Keates

Margaret W. and Alexander Kerr
Cynthia and Roger Lopata
Evamarie Malsch, M.D.
Linda and Thomas McCarthy
Laura and Marc McKenna
The Leslie Miller and 

Richard Worley Foundation 
Susan B. Muller
Liza and Jonathan Seltzer
Jonne and Corey Smith
Miriam and Arthur Spector
Ann and Shelley Stewart
Joe Tucker and Alycia Horn
Jude Tuma
Janice Volkman, in memory of  

Edward Volkman
Peter and Christine Wolf
Karima A. Zedan

POE CIRCLE
$5,000—$9,999

David R. and Patricia D. Atkinson 
Foundation

Hope Comisky and Jeffrey Braff
Andrea Commaker and Jim Levin
Rebecca L. Craik and Mark Haskins
Beth Phillips Dooneief
Marie and Joseph Field
Amy A. Fox and Daniel H. Wheeler
Pamela and Peter Freyd
Wendy and Richard Glazer
Barbara and Jerome Glickman
Iris Gold and Jeffrey Greenstein
Susie and Bob Harries
David F. Hoffman
Toba and Lawrence Kerson
Suzanne and Robert Levin
Dale and Richard Levy
Frances G. Martin
Jane R. Mason and  

Dr. Bernard A. Mason
Susan and James Meyer
Peter and Eleanor Nalle
Linda and Jeffrey Needleman
Zoë Pappas 

Sarah and Michael Peterson
Theresa and John Rollins
William R. Sasso
Linda and Charles Schelke
Julia Scott and Jason Rekulak
Barbara Sicalides and  

Michael T. Bowen
Nancy and Lee Tabas
Albert C. Vara
Peggy Wachs
Barbara Watson and Robert P. Curley
Jay and Butsie Weinstein

BEATRIX POTTER CIRCLE
$2,500—$4,999

Mrs. Arlin Adams
Myrna and Howard* Asher
Albert W. Bader Foundation 
David and Margaret Balamuth
Carol and Winston Banford
Lisa F. Becker and Joseph M. Becker
Sally J. Bellet
Leslie H. Benoliel and  

L. Alexander Hamilton, III
Joan Stroud Blaine
Linda Burke
Nancy and David Colman
Sheila and John Connors
Diane and Theodore Danoff
Judith Dean and James* Crawford
Katharine and Graham Finney
Susanna Foo
Sara W. and Dieter Forster
Patsy and Edmund Garno
Linda and David Glickstein
Brian and Sarah Greer
Mary Gregg and John Ryan
Jacqueline and David Griffith
Harriet and Bernie Gross
Crystal Gurin
Mrs. Robert P. Hauptfuhrer
Kate Hollos
Philip P. Jaurigue
Susan Heyner Joshi
Susanna Lachs and Dean Adler
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Ruth and Peter Laibson
Phyllis and Fred Magaziner
Geoff and Susie Mills
Ann P. Morris
Nancy and Dean Nance
Janet E. Novak and  

Christopher P. Sarnowski
Barbara Oldenhoff
Kimberly C. Oxholm and Carl Oxholm III
Laura Raab
Katie Rhodes 
Sandy and Phil Ringo
Katie Adams Schaeffer and  

Anthony Schaeffer
Claire Shubik-Richards and  

Seth Richards-Shubik
Kate and Sam Sidewater
Suzanne Simons
Cynthia Solot and  

Steven D. Handler, M.D.
Joseph St. Geme
M. Kathryn Taylor and  

Jonathan H. Sprogell
Pat and Phil Turberg
Amanda West-Habib and  

Michael Habib
Sherley Young

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
$1,500—$2,499

Mignon Adams and Martin Laufe
Valarie J. Allen and H.W. Jerome Maddox
Diane Ambler
Carol Baker and Mark Stein
David Baker and Irene Levy Baker
Carol and Horace Barsh
Sheila and Myron Bassman
Jane N. Beatty
Sylvia Beck and Jay Federman
James M. Becker
Constance Benoliel Rock*
Allen D. Black and R. Randolph Apgar
Sally Cooper Bleznak
Bonnie Brier and Bruce Rosenfield
Rebecca Bushnell and John Toner
Elena and Joseph Cappella

Richard and Elise Carr
Deborah and Alan Casnoff
Carol and Bruce Caswell
Larry Ceisler and Lina Hartocollis
Sarah and Stephen Connelly
Julie Conover
Martha Cornog
Prudence W. Dalrymple
Eleanor L. Davis
Deborah Lovell Duys and David Duys
Evelyn Eskin and David Major
Aeryn and Bruce Fenton
Amy L. Finkel and Richard J. Braemer
Amy Finkelstein
Michèle Frank and Craig Smith
Barbara F. Freed and Alan Mittelman
Kay and Jim Gately
Terri N. Gelberg
Bob Gelsher
Alix Gerz and George Matysik, Jr.
Kathleen Glackin
Barbara and Stephen Gold
Betty Goldfield
Joan and William Goldstein
Margaret Harris and Philip Straus
Libby S. Harwitz and Burton Blender
Helen and Bryan Horstmann-Allen
Margot and Ellis Horwitz

Lesley Ann Hughes
Mary Hugues
Jean Hurd and Leon Kowalski
Mary and Howard Hurtig
Katherine Huseman and William Rich
Amey Hutchins and Dylan Steinberg
Joann Hyle and Kathryn Kolbert
Linda J. Jacobsen
Barry and Carrie Jacobson
Julie and Richard Jaffe
Lisa Kabnick and John McFadden
Carol and Alan Kaplan
Alexandra Kendrick
Madeleine and Steven Kessler
Carol Klein and Lawrence Spitz
Wendy and Joshua Klein
Melvin Kohn
Judy Kornfield
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Krauss,  

in memory of Judith Krauss Platt
Barbara S.M. Kretchmar
Sue D. and Reinhard Kruse
Gail Loeb Kunreuther and  

Howard Kunreuther
Anita Toby Lager
Joan Switt Langbord
Anne Silvers Lee and Wynn Lee
Margery P. Lee

THE GEORGE  
S. PEPPER  
SOCIETY
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
members of the George S. Pepper 
Society in fiscal year 2022.

CELEBRATING OUR SUPPORTERS

* deceased



PATRONS CIRCLE 
$300 AND ABOVE

Nethra Ankam
Kimberly and Mark Barna
Joseph Boyer
Paul Gapinski
The Lerro Rose Family
Taylor Lescallette and Nathan Wenzel
Sara Schwalm and Michael Peters
Jordan Shuster
Kevin Van Zanten

SUPPORTERS CIRCLE 
$100—$299

Christina Arlt
Eleanor Barba and Andrew Thompson
Leah Berkowitz
Matthew Bitonti
Sabrina Brooks
Julie Busta
Cynthia Cassel and Jeffrey Knightly 
Ken Chen
Emily Cirillo

Brianna Conway
Amy Cook
Michael Dalton
Kiersty DeGroote
Caroline Fitzgerald
Trey Flynn
Rachel Forth
Chuck Galli
Matthew Goldberg
Martha Heuser
Stephanie Johnson
Jamie Kelly
Kelsey Leljedal
Sabina Leybold
Jessica Libor
Kelly Linker
Avery Livengood
Christine Lowman
Erika Lubowicki
David Lukmire
Colleen Mackle
Rich Manfredi
Samuel Morgan
Jordan Muse
Stephanie Owens
Spencer Pearce
Kelly Piasecki
Laura Plunkett
Staci and Tim Rinehart
Sabrina Romano
Zach Romanowski

Kristen Rundstein
Mallie Salerno
Jazmyne Sutton
Noelle Thomas
Randall Thomas
Leila Violano
Leni and Alan Windle
Stephanie Yee

PATRONS CIRCLE 
$500 AND ABOVE

Caroline and Christopher Goodchild
Margaret Green and  

Padmanabhan Sundararaman
Meghan McNally

SUPPORTERS CIRCLE 
$250—$499

Jessamyn Falcone and Michael Lehane
Sara and Mike Zimmerman

Jan Levine and Michael Zuckerman
Sylvia and Norman Lieberman
Sally and Tod MacKenzie
Kim and Jen Maguire-Wright
Elizabeth Burns Mahoney
Patricia M. McCabe
Mimi and Jim McKenzie
Valerie and Joseph E. McPeak, Ph.D.
Fran E. Melmed and Robert C. Kopf
Helen and Tyrone Miller
Evelyn Minick
Sandy and Allan Molotsky
Edward A. Montgomery, Jr.
Kimberly and Tom Moon
Martha Moore
Rhonda and James Mordy
Amy Norr and Jeff Metz
Susan Odessey
Julie and Eric Orts
Neil A. Oxman, Esq.
Meredyth D. Patterson and  

Timothy B. Barnard
Valerie D. Pearce
Jane G. Pepper
Toni and Todd Pitock
Shara and William Pollie
Janine and Paul Pollock
Ellen M. Ravin
Siobhan and James Reardon
Susan and Andrew Roberts
Mimi and Richard Robertson
Cintra and Franklyn Rodgers
Eileen Rosenau
Lyn M. Ross
Margaret Sadler
Carol Saline and Paul Rathblott
Gayle and Stuart Samuels
Nina Schafer
Karyn Scher
Esta Schwartz
Denise Scobee and Michael Farag
Ronnie Scotkin and Edward Hickey

Bob and Didi Scott
Bryna and Andrew Scott
Patricia and Stephen Segal
Gail E. Seygal
Bill and Cathy Sharrar
Rita and Robert Siegle
Bart and Sandy Silverman
Ann Rosen Spector and  

Larry H. Spector
Evelyn G. Spritz
Anne Saris Stevenson
Glenna Stewart
Bonnie Stone and Laurence Klugman
Judith Tannenbaum
Molly Rouse Terlevich and  

Fabio Terlevich
Claudia Tesoro and Richard Greenstein
Mary Ann Thomas
Carol Thomson and Paul Wheeling
Barrie Trimingham and David Pierson
Nancy and Bruce Urbschat
Chris and Lee van de Velde
Patricia and Thomas Vernon
Kathi and Mark Wennell
Flora Barth Wolf and Laslo V. Boyd
Diane Dalto Woosnam and  

Richard E. Woosnam
Anonymous (2)

AMBASSADOR CIRCLE
Donna L. Allie and David Rivers
Api Appulingam
Gloria Twine Chisum
Jenée Chizick-Agüero
Michael DiBeradinis and Joan Reilly
Joann Gonzalez-Generals and  

Donald M. Generals
The Honorable Rev. Dr. and  

Mrs. W. Wilson Goode
David Gould
Melissa and Charlee Grimm
John Hollway and Jami Wintz McKeon
Renée Hughes and Ken Topping
Michael Innocenzo
Michaela* and Geoffrey Kent
Herman Mattleman*
Donald Moore
Folasade Olanipekun-Lewis
Mustafa Rashed
Evelyn Sample-Oates and  

Patrick Oates
Sonia B. Sanchez
Teresa Sarmina
William R. Sasso
Matthew Stitt
Elaine Tomlin
Karla Trotman

CELEBRATING OUR SUPPORTERS
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On May 4, 2022, President and Director Kelly Richards and Chief Diversity and 
Inclusion Officer Dr. Guy Sims participated in a happy hour and conversation 
with members of the Raven Society, a membership group for young 
professionals who are passionate about the Free Library and supporting its 
work. The conversation focused on the role that diversity, equity, and inclusion 
principles have in informing the present and future of the Free Library. The 
conversation with Kelly and Guy offered space for attendees to speak with 
Library leadership about the issues that are important to them.

Visit freelibrary.org/raven for more information on the Raven Society.

THE RAVEN
SOCIETY
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
members of the Raven Society in  
fiscal year 2022.

THE KNEE-HI 
SOCIETY
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
members of the Knee-Hi Society in 
fiscal year 2022. 

* deceased
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$25,000 AND ABOVE

Cindy and John Affleck
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Amy Branch and D. Jeffry Benoliel
Estate of Jean Broadley
Elaine W. Camarda and  

A. Morris Williams, Jr.
E. Margaret Carson Trust
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Elizabeth H. Gemmill
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Otto Haas Charitable Trust, 

recommended by Janet and John Haas
Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim
E. Walker Mulherin, Jr. Fund
Nancy Q. Petersmeyer
Estate of Helen L. Schneider
Barbara and Fred Sutherland

$10,000—$24,999

Donna L. Allie and David Rivers
Janet and Jim Averill
Phyllis W. and Aaron T.* Beck
Nadine and James Biles
Lynn Charytan and Marc Zweben
Jeffrey Cooper and Nancy Klaus
Pamela and Peter Freyd
Deborah G. Gorman and  

Benito Cachinero-Sánchez
Lisa Kabnick and John McFadden
Charles Keates
Catharine and David Maxey
The Leslie Miller and Richard Worley 

Foundation
Susan B. Muller

Peter and Eleanor Nalle
Neil A. Oxman, Esq.
Gretchen and Jay Riley
Ann and Shelley Stewart
Joe Tucker and Alycia Horn
Jude Tuma and Drew Moyer
Peter and Christine Wolf
Karima A. Zedan
Anonymous (3)

$5,000—$9,999

Elia D. Buck
Marcia and Walter Carpenter
Sarah Miller Coulson
Cary J. Frieze
Betty and Morton* Goldfield
Melissa and Charlee Grimm
Ann Marie Horner and Terry Horner
Michael Innocenzo
Meredith and Christopher Iwane
Cordelia and Jon Jensen
Toba and Lawrence Kerson
Deborah Kravetz and Bill Robling
David Rubinic
William R. Sasso
Ann and Timothy Scheve
Karla Trotman
Jay and Butsie Weinstein
Harriet and Larry Weiss

$2,500—$4,999

Marta and Bob Adelson
Carol and Winston Banford
Samantha Bennett
Bloch Family Foundation, Inc.
Nancy and Casey Blood
Alyse and Jim Bodine
Alice and William Bullitt
Jodi Chen and Nicholas Evageliou
Judith and George Curran
Alice and George Day
Pamela and David Dembe
Alexandra Edsall and Robert Victor
Will Enscore and Sara Woods
Ritson and Julie Ferguson
Phyllis Grady
Vivian and Mark Greenberg

Renée Hughes and Ken Topping
Philip P. Jaurigue
Connie Keith
Susan Kelly
Carol Klein and Lawrence Spitz
Jacqueline and Eric Kraeutler
Michele Langer and Alan Richard Cohen
Susan Mucciarone
Aloknath Pandya
Matthew Pierce
Nikisha Richards
Estate of Joseph Schatanoff, M.D.
Linda and Charles Schelke
Suzanne Simons
Emily and Harold Starr
David V.N. Taylor
Susan Thompson
Barbara Woods
Sherley Young
Estate of Edward J. Zekas
Anonymous (3)

$1,500—$2,499

Katherine Albertini
Valarie J. Allen and H.W. Jerome Maddox
Joseph F. Baker
Jane and Richard Baron
Rachel Blau-DuPlessis and  

Robert DuPlessis
Mary Brewster and Frank Innes
Beverly and Michael Budin
Joanne Bursich and Randall Giancaterino
Patricia Callahan and William Double
Darren Check
Amy and Michael Cohen
Rebecca L. Craik and Mark Haskins
Robert E. Field
Gerry and Marshall Fisher
Susan Forman
Mrs. Penny Fox
Mary Gelbart
Florence Gelo
Eileen Gibbons
Mary L. Goldman
Kathy Gosliner and Joe Lurie
Susie and Bob Harries
Katherine Hovde and Kenneth Kulak

Catherine Hudec
Laura and Ben Huggett
Edward Kerson and Ellen Odoner
Sarah Kloss and Hari Palaiyanur
Paul Kolosick
Peshe and Peter Kuriloff
Muzhi Li
Megan Lui
Marion Mann
Lynne G. Maxwell
Lewis Merklin
Ani Nenkova
Mary and John Okolowicz
Sarah Paulos
The Gilroy & Lillian Roberts Charitable 

Foundation
Lynn Rosenthal and Herbert Fineburg
Joseph St. Geme
Evelyn G. Spritz
Fred and Abbie Stein
Elizabeth Stokes and Lynne Brown
Cordelia Talley
Marc Topaz
Laura Ward and David Newmann
Marcia Witlin-Basickes
Lisl Zach and Lee Marks
Samuel Zhang
Anonymous (4)

$1,000—$1,499

Jeffrey L. Abrams and Margaret A. Barry
Hilary Alger and Chris Sanchirico
Jacqueline and Kenneth Andrews
Carol Baker and Mark Stein
K.C. and Arthur Baldadian
Maria Basili
Richard Baskin and Elizabeth Vrooman
Laurie Beach
Kathleen Biddick
Gloria Blount
Alisa Bonsignore
Elinor and James Buck
Sally Burrell and David Sorensen
The Catherwood Family Fund of the 

Philadelphia Foundation
Eric N. Clausen
Cordelia E. Clement

Mary and Michael Coyle
Cramer Family Foundation
Elizabeth Crawford
James Crowne
Kristen de Paor
Maude de Schauensee
Elise Drake
Kendra Dunn
Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Barbara Edelstein
Dr. William Elkins and Helen Elkins
Linda Fishman
Razelle and William Frankl
Alexandria Garrity
Joann Gonzalez-Generals and  

Donald M. Generals
Joan and Frank Goodman
Cathy Goodwin
David Gould
Kathleen Greenacre*
Doris and Dana Greenblatt
Gretchen Hall and David Sa’adah
Cailin Heilig
Christine Hollister
Laurie Humphreys
Judith and Richard Hurtig
Carol Hutelmyer
Christie Jiang
Leah Kaplan and Jon Smollen
Susan Kaup and Michael Remshard
Rebecca and Gilbert Kerlin
Ellen J. Kim and Max Ahn
Adena Klem and Alexander Molot
Joanna Ku
Michael Lampson and Min-Young Kim
Elena Laskin
Margery P. Lee
Lynn and Andrew Lees
Barbara Holtz Levine
Dale and Richard Levy
Jane Lowe
Karyn Lyman and David O’Connor
Linda and C.R. Lyttle
Mary and Ian MacKinnon
Laura Marsiglio
Mattleman Family Foundation

Carolyn McCoy and William Sanderson
Peter McGrath
Anna T. Meadows
Helen and Tyrone Miller
Natalie Minto
Dora and Pete Mitchell
Tara Mohr and Michael Goldfine 
Philip Mulligan
Esther Murer
Kyle Musal
Jennifer Norwood-Sheran and  

Kevin Sheran
Margaret O’Donnell and  

Norman Donoghue
Kathleen O’Neill and John Dietel
Janet Perry and David Richman
Danthu Phan and Will Luttrell
Farida and Jay Pomerantz
Eric L. Pumroy
Estate of Pamela Ransome
Mustafa Rashed
Nancy Rauscher
Carol Raviola
Ann and Frank Reed
John and Claire Rodgers
Betsy and Gerald Rorer
Judith Ruse
Melanie and Andrew Schaffran
Scott Simons
Miriam and Arthur Spector
Richard A. Speizman and  

Faith A. Horowitz
James Stambaugh
Elsie R. Stern and Steven D. Cohen
Jacquie and Eric Stern
Glenna Stewart
Dr. Andrew Stone
Martha and Stephen Takats
Anne Tobey and Peter Schoenbach
Patricia and Thomas Vernon
The Estate of Dorothy I. Walsh
Patricia and Roger Walmsley
Elizabeth Werthan and Robert Brand
Amanda West-Habib and Michael Habib
Wendy Wilson and Bruce McKittrick
John Wojcik
Anonymous (7)

INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRIBUTORS 
UNRESTRICTED 
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
generous individuals who made 
unrestricted gifts and pledges of 
$1,000 or more to support the Free 
Library during fiscal year 2022.

CELEBRATING OUR SUPPORTERS

* deceased
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INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRIBUTORS 
SPECIAL PROJECT SUPPORT

The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
generous individuals who made 
restricted gifts and pledges of $1,000 
or more to support the Free Library 
during fiscal year 2022.

$100,000 AND ABOVE

Elaine W. Camarda and  
A. Morris Williams, Jr.

Estate of Dorothy del Bueno
Tobey and Mark Dichter
The Barbara Gittings Trust
Estate of Lawrence J. Schuck
Barbara and Fred Sutherland

$25,000–$99,999

David R. and Patricia D. Atkinson 
Foundation

Dietz Family Foundation
Estate of Mary Emma Elicker
Marie and Joseph Field
Virginia and Harvey Kimmel Arts 

Education Fund
Dale and Richard Levy
Lily Foundation
James E. Mitchell
Peter James Vicente Family

$10,000—$24,999

Marta and Bob Adelson
Anton Charitable Trust
The Barrist Family Foundation
Michael P. Buckley
Carolyn Cannuscio and Daniel Rader
The CHG Charitable Trust
Jean Cho and David Mankoff
Ann and Rick Collier
Martha Cornog
Pamela and David Dembe
Estate of Harriet Forman
Mrs. Robert P. Hauptfuhrer
Margaret G. Jacobs Charitable Trust

Lisa Kabnick and John McFadden
Margaret W. and Alexander Kerr
Toba and Lawrence Kerson
Stephanie Marudas and Dimitri Pappas
Aleni Pappas and Anthony Kyriakakis
Linda and Charles Schelke
Vert Charitable Trust

$5,000—$9,999

Stergios Bentoulis
Molly and Jonathan Deutsch
Dry Family Charitable Foundation
Lisa Erlbaum
Otto Haas Charitable Trust, 

recommended by Janet and John Haas
Robin Komita and Mario Moussa
Nancy D. Pontone
Estate of Lidie Anne Smith
Sylvia and Adam Spector

$2,500—$4,999

Darlene Butler
Mary Ellen Byrne
Lynn Charytan and Marc Zweben
Prudence W. Dalrymple
Ritson and Julie Ferguson
Donna L. and David A. Gerson
Barbara and Jerome Glickman
Jacqueline and David Griffith
The Kaldewey Foundation
Christine Kanas
Sally and Tod MacKenzie
Randi and William Marrazzo
Susan M. Shea
Cindy and Steve Yingling

$1,500—$2,499

Jeff and Melissa Benjamin

Nadia and Matt Daniel
Marie Iorio Hamilton*
Joseph Hepburn Trust
Doris J. and Richard J. Pendergrast
Carol Saline and Paul Rathblott
Gail Smith, in honor of her husband 

Sidney Grolnic

$1,000—$1,499

Debra Appel and Gene Schneyer
Carol and Winston Banford
Sylvia and William Barone
Chris and Wade Berrettini
Christopher Brown
Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Robert and Marjorie Gohn Felsburg
Stephanie and Saul Finkle
Susanna Foo
Sue and Ken Frank
Barbara F. Freed and Alan Mittelman
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Alan Grolnic, in honor of Sidney Grolnic
Soon Han
Dee Hillas
David C. Isenberg Family Fund
Joanne and Gary Markman
Christine McMeley
Rhonda and James Mordy
Karen and Asuka Nakahara 
Tom Sadler
Ned and Nancy Scharff
Patricia and Stephen Segal
Jeremy Spector and Robin Halsband
Patricia and Thomas Vernon
Stephen Vernon
Signe Wilkinson and Jon Landau
Bill Wolgin Foundation

INSTITUTIONAL 
CONTRIBUTORS
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation is proud to acknowledge 
the following corporations, foundations, 
and government funders that provided 
significant grants and pledges to support 
the Free Library during fiscal year 2022.

$500,000—$999,999

Mellon Foundation
Pennsylvania Department of 

Education, Office of Commonwealth 
Libraries, Keystone Recreation, Park 
and Conservation Fund

Vanguard Strong Start for Kids 
Program™

$250,000—$499,999

Institute of Museum and Library Services
The Knight Foundation Donor-Advised 

Fund of the Philadelphia Foundation
Pennsylvania Department of 

Education, Office of Commonwealth 
Libraries, Library Services and 
Technology Act (LSTA)

The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage
Philadelphia City Institute Board of 

Managers
William Penn Foundation

$100,000—$249,999

Comcast NBCUniversal Foundation
Hamilton Family Charitable Trust
Lincoln Financial Foundation
The McLean Contributionship
PECO
Poor Richard’s Charitable Trust
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation (EHTF)
United Way of Greater Philadelphia 

and Southern New Jersey
Wells Fargo

$25,000—$99,999

Cigna Foundation
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 

Department of Community and 
Economic Development, Keystone 
Communities Program

The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation
The Tobias Harris Charitable Gift Fund
Independence Foundation
Kline & Specter
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
The Edna G. Kynett Memorial Foundation
The Lenfest Foundation
Philadelphia Youth Network
PNC Foundation
Regional Foundation

$10,000—$24,999

The Bancorp
The Barra Foundation
The Gordon Charter Foundation
Citizens
Claneil Foundation
The Douty Foundation
Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art
Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church
FINRA Investor Education Foundation
Greenfield Foundation
GSK
Thomas Skelton Harrison Foundation
The Allen Hilles Fund
Janney
The Sylvia W. and Randle M. Kauders 

Foundation
Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback 

Foundation
Virginia Cretella Mars Foundation
myCIO Wealth Partners LLC
Osage Industries
Pennsylvania Department of Education
Pennsylvania Humanities Council
Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority
PNC Bank
Quaker Houghton Chemical
Team Clean, Inc.
Truist
Tucker Law Group
University of Pennsylvania

$5,000—$9,999

Abington Neurological Associates
American Reading Company
AmeriHealth Caritas

Chameleon Cloud Service
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
Elliott’s Vending Company, Inc. 
Exelon Foundation Matching Gift 

Program
GIANT
Steven Goldberg Consulting, Inc.
Henry Griffith and Anna Griffith 

Keasbey Fund
Johnson & Johnson Matching Gifts 

Program
The Christopher Ludwick Foundation
The Mayor’s Fund for Philadelphia
Mill Creek Capital Advisors, LLC
Leo Niessen, Jr. Charitable Trust
Philadelphia Autism Project
Stradley Ronon
World Education

$2,500—$4,999

Shirley and Morrison C. Boyd Fund
Harriet G. Fredericks Foundation
Fulton Bank
Permanent Charitable Fund–TPF Inc.
The Philadelphia Eagles
Quirk Books 

$1,500—$2,499

Bill Flannery Automotive, Inc.
The Suzanne Roberts Cultural 

Development Fund

$1,000—$1,499

Advanta Foundation
Arch Insurance Group
BNY Mellon Community Partnership
Alex J. Ettl Foundation
Pennsylvania Abolition Society 

Endowment Fund of the 
Philadelphia Foundation

Vault Communications
Anonymous (1)

The Literacy Enrichment Afterschool Program (LEAP) serves K–12 students 
through a variety of afterschool programs in person and online. To support this 
effort, technology in the form of “LEAPtops” has been funded, in large part,  
by Poor Richard’s Charitable Trust, the American Library Association, and 
Philadelphia City Institute Board of Managers. LEAPtops will be available at  
all LEAP locations for program participants and their teen leaders. With the 
advances made possible with this new equipment, LEAP will continue to be a 
resource and a trusted, safe space for children and teens.

CELEBRATING OUR SUPPORTERS

* deceased



Ihsan Ahmed
Joseph F. Baker
Sherrin Baky-Nessler
Carl J. Balis
Sheila and Myron Bassman
Khadija Benaissa
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Sally Cooper Bleznak
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Andrea Boyd
Carol Buettger
Helen and Robert Buttel
Elaine W. Camarda and A. Morris 

Williams, Jr.
Joseph Cesa
Carol Shlifer Clapp
Rebecca L. Craik and Mark Haskins
John W. Cunningham, Jr.

Peggy and Mark Curchack
Victoria and Colin Dawson
Doris N. Desher
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Donkey Dover, Jr.
Amy Finkelstein
Graham Finney
Maureen Flanagan
Drs. Barbara* and Leonard Frank
Barbara F. Freed and Alan Mittelman
Jill Friedman-Rickman
Professor Eileen Gambrill
Elaine Gelb and Marc Pachtman
Bob Gelsher
Bruce J. Gould
Kathleen Greenacre*
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Antoinette Hoagland
Warren D. Hoffman
Edward W. Hoy
Katherine Huseman and William Rich
Charles Keates
Marlyn and Norman Kline
Deborah Komins
Bernice Koplin
Barbara S.M. Kretchmar
Sue D. and Reinhard Kruse
Magali and Charles Larson
Anne Silvers Lee and Wynn Lee
The Loki’s Fund

Mickey and Larry Magid
Randi and William Marrazzo
Jane R. Mason and  

Dr. Bernard A. Mason
Priscilla Seïbert McDougal
Kim and Tom Moon
Tara Lynne Murphy
Anita M. Myette
Stephanie and Michael Naidoff
Linda and Jeffrey Needleman
Frances Novack
Susan Odessey
Neil A. Oxman, Esq.
Shirley A. Page
Marilyn Phister
Israel T. Radl
Polly Riddle
Marcia J. Rogers
Eileen Rosenau
J. Randall Rosensteel
Patricia and Scott Schultz
Susan G. Smith
Miriam and Arthur Spector
Evelyn G. Spritz
Sherry A. Swirsky
Nadeen Van Tuyle and  

Gilbert Feinberg
Debra Weiner
Mara and Kenneth Wolfgang
Anonymous (3)
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THE BENOLIEL 
SOCIETY
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation gratefully acknowledges 
the thoughtful individuals who have 
made contributions for the future of 
the Free Library with a life income 
gift or by including the Library in their 
estate plans.

VOLUNTEERS
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation is proud to acknowledge 
the following volunteer groups that 
provided strategic counsel or service 
during fiscal year 2022.

CULINARY  
LITERACY COUNCIL
Jean Cho, Co-Chair
Robin Komita, Co-Chair
Robert Amar
Jeff Benjamin
Carolyn C. Cannuscio
Melanie Cataldi
Nadia Daniel
Jonathan Deutsch
Mark S. Dichter
Susanna Foo
Barbara F. Freed
Dejenaba Gordon
Tom Kehoe
Sally MacKenzie
Ben Miller
Samantha Mogil
Shola Olunloyo
Aleni M. Pappas
Katie Rhodes
Carol Saline
Matthew A. Saline
Cindy Yingling

FRIENDS OF  
THE FREE LIBRARY

The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation extends its gratitude 
to the Friends of the Free Library 
of Philadelphia and to each of the 
neighborhood library Friends groups. 
Through volunteerism, advocacy, 
financial support, and so much more, 
your investments in the Free Library 
support a more vibrant and equitable 
Library system for Philadelphians. 

PLANNED GIVING 
COMMITTEE
Angela Giampolo
Michelle Hong
William Levy
Evan Linhardt
Justin Pagliei
Alan Weissberger

“Libraries are magical places. They allow you to visit the past, travel to other places, imagine other 

worlds, and enlarge your ability to see the possibilities before you. As a young person I loved being 

able to take out any book and meet the people and places depicted within the confines of the 

covers. Today the library offers its patrons many other services: from computer help, to educational 

lectures, to entertainment options, and of course there are still so many, many, books to read. The 

library is one of the primary places where everyone can come to improve and enrich their lives. A 

planned gift is a small way of repaying all that the library has given me over the course of my life. By 

making a bequest to the Free Library I hope to ensure that it will be able to carry on for many more 

years, and enrich the lives of my fellow Philadelphians as it has my own.” —SUSAN ODESSEY

CELEBRATING OUR SUPPORTERS

* deceased



THE YEAR AHEAD

32 FY22 DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Opening of Chronicling Resistance: This exhibition and 
related programming will showcase what eight local 
activists, cultural organizers, and artists discovered 
when they researched the archives of the Philadelphia 
Area Consortium of Special Collections Libraries 
(PACSCL). Through archival items, rare books, oral 
histories, and original artwork, Chronicling Resistance 
counters the systemic erasure of Black, Brown, and 
LGBTQ+ people from the historical record, breaks the 
silence, and uncovers new ways of understanding and 
enacting resistance. Chronicling Resistance is supported 
by the Mellon Foundation, The Pew Center for Arts & 
Heritage, and PACSCL. 

Expanding Read, Baby, Read programming: With 
generous support from the William Penn Foundation,  
in fiscal year 2023 Read, Baby, Read will expand from 
its current 17 locations to 26 libraries, as part of a 
multi-year expansion plan across the system. Read, 
Baby, Read offers literacy-based programming to babies, 
toddlers, and their caregivers, and trains library staff on 
incorporating literacy and learning into programming. 
Programming includes baby storytimes, baby dance 
parties, parent circles, and pop-up storytimes at local 
community sites. 

Launching the teen tech lab and maker space: The Field 
Teen Center offered 285 events and programs for teens 
in fiscal year 2022, and this new space, adjacent to the 
Field Teen Center, will expand its offerings even further. 
The space is undergoing renovations and adding new 
resources. The tech lab and maker space opened this fall, 
and will expand its programming in the coming months.

Hosting career fairs across the city: Sponsored by 
Citizens, career fairs connect job seekers to training 
organizations and employers from a wide range of 
industries, including healthcare, IT, and construction. 
Fairs will be supplemented by workshops on a wide 
range of topics, including the job search process and 
developing digital literacy skills, and resources like 
the Library’s free Career Training Database, which 
introduces job seekers to career pathways and training 
programs. The Library’s workforce development 
programming is also made possible through generous 
support from Comcast, PECO, and the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services.

Despite our very best efforts, errors may have occurred in the production of this publication. If you have questions, please contact the  
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation at giving@freelibrary.org or 215-567-7710.

The Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation is committed to  

resourcing programs and activities that advance literacy, guide learning, 

and inspire curiosity throughout the region, and to helping the Free 

Library deliver on the promise of an equitable future for Philadelphia 

children, families, and communities. 
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