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The Free Library of Philadelphia serves our communities every day,

in person and online. With this 2023 Development Report, the Free
Library of Philadelphia Foundation recognizes and thanks the many
individuals and organizations whose philanthropy was critical to the
Free Library’s success in fulfilling its mission and meeting its goals from
July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023. Thank you for your commitment
to advancing literacy, guiding learning, and inspiring curiosity through
the Free Library of Philadelphia.
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Chair, Board of Directors
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation

“Your
generosity

and dedication
to this
organization
positively
Impacts

our city”
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MESSAGE FROM D. JEFFRY BENOLIEL

DEAR FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA SUPPORTERS,

Fiscal year 2023 has been a time of exciting growth and change for the Free
Library and the Foundation. The Free Library continued to offer the programs
that our communities have enjoyed through the years while adding new ways
for Philadelphians of all ages to enjoy and learn at our neighborhood libraries,
and the Foundation’s donors have provided critical financial support to many
of these initiatives.

The Free Library carried out its mission to advance literacy, guide learning,
and inspire curiosity with offerings such as the Author Events Series, which
featured 120 programs; and the Literacy Enrichment Afterschool Program
(LEAP), which provided homework help and enrichment opportunities to K-12
students in neighborhood libraries across the city.

Family Literacies and Community Connections, a new pilot program made
possible by donor support, began serving Philadelphians from Afghanistan
by connecting them to local resources and tools to support their acclimation.
In addition, the Foundation supported the Library’s signature One Book,

One Philadelphia program, which each year features a new title and related
programming. The 2023 selection was Interior Chinatown by Charles Yu,
with youth companion titles American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang and
Drawn Together written by Minh Lé and illustrated by Dan Santat. The season
launched in April with a community fair at the Parkway Central Library; and
the June finale included a conversation with Yu at the Community College of
Philadelphia and a festive karaoke party at the Asian Arts Initiative.

To continue to advance the Foundation’s work, in fiscal year 2023 the Board of
Directors launched the search for an Executive Director to partner with Kelly
Richards as the organization defines its strategy and direction going forward.
We look forward to working with Monique Moore Pryor, our Executive
Director, as the Foundation continues to support the critical services and
programs offered by the Free Library.

On behalf of the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation Board of Directors, I offer
my deepest gratitude to all of our donors. Your generosity and dedication to this
organization positively impacts our city. We are honored to have your support.

Sincerely,

Yoy S

D. Jetfry Benoliel
Chair, Board of Directors
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation

MESSAGE FROM KELLY RICHARDS

GREETINGS FREE LIBRARY SUPPORTERS,

As I reflect on the accomplishments we have made over the past year, I
am so grateful for the awesome level of support I received from donors,
the staff, Board members, the Mayor, City Council, and countless others.
With additional funding from the city of Philadelphia, and the generous
contributions of individual, foundation, and corporate donors, the Library
has presented another year of vital programs and resources that are
making a difference in the lives of millions of Philadelphians.

In fiscal year 2023 we opened 10 neighborhood libraries for Saturday
service: Cecil B. Moore, Charles Santore, Eastwick, Fox Chase, Greater
Olney, Haverford, Kensington, Nicetown-Tioga, Tacony, and Walnut Street
West. The expanded hours allowed these neighborhood libraries to better
serve community members, providing essential materials and resources,
as well as services and programs, that further the Library’s mission to
advance literacy, guide learning, and inspire curiosity. We will continue to
work toward six-day service at more locations in the next year.

Gifts made to the Free Library Foundation enhance the Library’s core
programs, including literacy programs for patrons of all ages, job

seeker resources, civic engagement events, special exhibitions, and

so much more. These beloved and essential offerings enliven all of our
communities, and I extend my personal thanks for your gifts, which make
these activities and materials available.

I am excited by the progress that has been made thanks to your incredible
support, and I am eager to build on our success. Together, we will sustain
and enhance the Free Library’s offerings to the children, adults, and
families of Philadelphia for years to come.

Warmly,

e

Kelly Richards
President and Director
Free Library of Philadelphia and Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation

President and Director
Free Library of Philadelphia and
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation

“I am excited

by the progress
that has been
Mmade thanks to
your incredible
support, and | am
eager to build on
our success.”

FREELIBRARY.ORG 3




THE YEAR IN REVIEW

ADDED A TOTAL OF
S3.9 million in unrestricted funds

TO THE FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA FOUNDATION’S
ENDOWMENT THROUGH GENEROUS LEGACY GIFTS.

HOSTED OVER

200 programs for over 4,700 attendees
through the Culinary Literacy Center,

WHICH ADVANCES LITERACY, BUILDS CONNECTIONS, AND PROMOTES

COMMUNITY HEALTH THROUGH COMMUNALLY PREPARING AND SHARING MEALS.

4 FY23 DEVELOPMENT REPORT

With your support in fiscal year 2023, the Free Library of Philadelphia ...

CELEBRATED READ BY 4TH’S THIRD ANNUAL
READING PROMISE WEEK, FEATURING

52 free events held in
28 ZIP codes across the city,

PROMOTING A CULTURE
OF LITERACY IN PHILADELPHIA.

REACHED

over 600 job seekers
through career fairs and
career readiness workshops

AT NEIGHBORHOOD LIBRARIES.

Raised over $S29,500

TO SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
ACROSS THE LIBRARY SYSTEM THROUGH

Library Giving Day
and National Library Week.

WELCOMED

1,922,016 in-person visits

ACROSS 54 LIBRARY LOCATIONS AND

1,960,023 online visits.

FREELIBRARY.ORG 5



THE YEAR IN REVIEW With your support in fiscal year 2023, the Free Library of Philadelphia ...

Expanded access to

wZ.> < .
- I —— , databases and materials
‘ ._ l INCLUDING SUBSCRIBING TO THE
l.dUus Dave ltzkoft PHILADELPHIA BUSINESS JOURNAL ONLINE,

CONTINUING THE SHORT STORY DISPENSER,
AND EXPANDING ADDITIONAL ACCESS

TO THE ESSENTIAL EDUCATION
ORGANIZED T e ,’fﬂ,v”hffa,w "K; /460& ] 120 Author Events, GED® AND HISET® PROGRAMS.

more than 50 events

HELD

WITH
attended by approximately 15,000 attendees.
1,600 individuals :
FOHN t..zxzmg 70 sA
FOR THIS YEAR’S ONE BOOK, ONE PHILADELPHIA IRVING P,GGY sNE a
SEASON, WHICH FEATURED THE NOVEL
INTERIOR CHINATOWN BY CHARLES YU. SHIORI ITO //’/a f éla/"

EXIT

il

Distributed hygiene kits

THAT INCLUDED ITEMS SUCH AS SOAPS,
TOOTHBRUSHES AND TOOTHPASTES,
COMBS, CHAPSTICKS, AND WIPES

at seven
neighborhood libraries.

SHARED OBJECTS FROM ITS SPECIAL COLLECTIONS WITH
over 3,000 visits in the first four months of
Mapping Imagination: The Art of World-Building,

COUNTED

AN EXHIBITION THAT EXPLORED THE CREATIVE AND ARTISTIC CHOICES
767,298 cardholders. THAT MAPMAKERS USE TO BUILD WORLDS AND ENHANCE STORYTELLING.

6 FY23 DEVELOPMENT REPORT FREELIBRARY.ORG 7




FUNDRAISING ACHIEVEMENTS

The following figures reflect all non-campaign gifts and pledges made
to the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation during fiscal year 2023 (July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023).

WHERE SUPPORT COMES FROM

ORYM Individuals $7,420,445
19,8% Corporations/Other Organizations $2,428,096
Foundations $2,414,012

<1% Government/Public Entities $3,000

FY23 TOTAL DONORS FY23 TOTAL GIFTS FY23 TOTAL DOLLARS

0,235 11,082 $12,265,553

HOW SUPPORT IS APPLIED

XY Endowment $4,082,603

LYY/ M Childhood and Family Literacy $4,000,062
Unrestricted $2,691,260

4.6% Neighborhood Libraries $570,139

Adult Literacy and Opportunity $514,958

Civic and Cultural Engagement $226,315

<1% Other $90,848

Collections and Resources $89,368

333%
326%
4%
1.8%
%
K
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ACROSS THE BOARD

Entrances

The Board of Directors welcomed three outstanding new members this year. Each brings special talents to the

Foundation, and we welcome their active participation in the important work ahead.

JOHANNA B. BAEK

Johanna B. Baek’s 15+ year career has included
positions at globally leading institutions in the financial
services, payments, and tech sectors (Vanguard,
American Express, and Google). She has acquired
extensive experience in driving vision, strategy, and
execution for transformational business plans, new
product development programs, marketing campaigns,
and customer experience optimization initiatives.

She provides data-driven, customer-oriented change
leadership for business-critical initiatives, which
facilitate rapid operational scaling and multimillion
dollar growth. Baek holds a Bachelor of Arts from Brown
University, and a Master of Business Administration
from Columbia Business School.

—lo FY23 DEVELOPMENT REPORT

JOHN F. HOLLWAY

John F. Hollway is Associate Dean and Executive
Director of the Quattrone Center for the Fair
Administration of Justice at the University of
Pennsylvania Carey Law School. He is a researcher
and thought leader on the use of root cause analysis
in criminal justice, and has consulted with various
agencies and corporations. Hollway's Killing Time:
An 18-Year Odyssey from Death Row to Freedom won
the National Independent Book Award for non-fiction
in 2011. He holds a Bachelor of Arts and Master of
Applied Positive Psychology from the University of
Pennsylvania, and a Juris Doctor from the George
Washington University Law School.

DICK WEBSTER

As the Vice President of Regulatory Policy and
Strategy at PECO, Dick Webster oversees the
company's regulatory affairs as well as procurement
of electric and gas supply. During his nearly 40 years
with PECO, Webster has led merger integration
efforts, supported long-term strategic development,
and was responsible for the oversight of information
technology and business process changes to
implement customer choice at PECO. Webster holds
a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the
University of Delaware and a Master of Business

Administration from Villanova University.

Exits

We extend our gratitude to those directors whose
service on the Board ended in fiscal year 2023.

HONORABLE PHYLLIS W. BECK (RET.)

In fiscal year 2023, Honorable Phyllis W. Beck

was elected as a Board Member Emeritus. Since
joining the Board in fiscal year 2011, her service has
included working on the Finance Committee and the
Executive Committee. Prior to being on the Board of
Directors, Beck was a Free Library of Philadelphia
Trustee from 1993 to 2010. She generously gave

of her time and resources over decades of devoted
service, and we extend our gratitude for her
dedication to the Library and its mission.

FREELIBRARY.ORG |]




LEADERSHIP

Free Library of

Philadelphia Foundation
Board of Directors

OFFICERS

D. Jeffry Benoliel
Chair

Jude Tuma
First Vice Chair

Lynn Charytan
Second Vice Chair

James J. Biles
Treasurer

Richard A. Greenawalt
Secretary

Folasade A. Olanipekun-Lewis

Vice Chair, Ex Officio

Kelly Richards
President and Director
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MEMBERS

Cynthia H. Affleck
Johanna B. Baek
Carol Banford

Benito Cachinero-Sanchez
Amy Coes

Jeffrey Cooper

Tobey Gordon Dichter
Donald M. Generals
Melissa Grimm

Janet F. Haas

Robert C. Heim

John F. Hollway

Honorable Renée C. Hughes

Michael A. Innocenzo
Phillip P. Jaurigue
Charles P. Keates
Susan B. Muller

Peter D. Nalle

Patrick M. Oates

Barbara Sutherland
Karla Trotman

Joe H. Tucker, Jr.
Dick Webster

Jay L. Weinstein
Peter Wolf

Karima A. Zedan

EMERITUS

James H. Averill

Honorable Phyllis W. Beck (ret.)
Peter A. Benoliel

Marie H. Field

Elizabeth H. Gemmill

W. Wilson Goode, Sr.
Alexander Kerr

Leslie Anne Miller

William R. Sasso

A. Morris Williams, Jr.

Free Library

of Philadelphia

Board of Trustees

OFFICERS

Folasade A. Olanipekun-Lewis
Chair

Jeffrey Cooper
Vice Chair

Suzanne Simons
Vice Chair

Donald M. Generals
Treasurer

Jenée Chizick-Agtiero
Secretary

D. Jeffry Benoliel
Vice Chair, Ex Officio

Kelly Richards
President and Director

MEMBERS

Api Appulingam
Honorable Pamela Dembe
Michael DiBerardinis
David Gould

Robert C. Heim

Julia Hinckley

HW. Jerome Maddox
Donald E. Moore
Mustafa Rashed
Joseph W. St. Geme
Matthew Stitt

Elaine Tomlin

Lisa Walke

EMERITUS

Gloria Twine Chisum
W. Wilson Goode, Sr.
M. Teresa Sarmina
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SUPPORTING YOUTH LITERACY

Teen Programs and Spaces
at the Parkway Central Library

On April 12, 2023, the fourth anniversary of its opening,

the Marie and Joseph Field Teen Center hosted a
celebration with teen patrons. Since its launch, the
Field Teen Center has offered a variety of beloved
events, and this year featured new and expanded
engagement opportunities. A total of 455 Field Teen
Center programs took place in fiscal year 2023.

The Maker Lab, adjacent to the Field Teen Center,
continued with renovations while offering programs.
The space has new acoustic draping and computers,
and additional furnishings are forthcoming. Current
Field Teen Center programs include SAGA (Sexuality
and Gender Acceptance) Club and the Third
Thursday Book Club. With the planned hiring of a
Maker Mentor, the Field Teen Center hopes to offer

daily maker programs highlighting art, music, dance,
and technology.

The Field Teen Center hosted its first annual prom
in May 2023 at Parkway Central’s Skyline Room and
Terrace. The teen-selected theme—Villains” Night—
was brought to life by decorations, catering, music,
and performances.

To learn more about the Free Library’s
out-of-school time programs, click the QR code
or scan with your smartphone camera:

Summer of Wonder
Celebrates its 100th
Anniversary

Summer of Wonder is a program for all ages,

online and in neighborhood libraries, which invites
participants to attend Library programs and activities,
and encourages students to read during the summer
months. 2020 marked the 100th anniversary of

the Free Library of Philadelphia’s summer reading
program. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a belated
celebration was held on June 10, 2023, at the Cecil

B. Moore Library in North Philadelphia. Attendees
enjoyed face painting, balloon animals, storytelling,
crafts, and a dance workshop; and celebrated the
culmination of the “Week of Play,” which launched
Summer of Wonder 2023. This year children received
game boards to track their summer reading and
stickers for completing activities.

The Library’s other signature summer offerings
include Science in the Summer and the Summer
Camp Challenge. Science in the Summer, sponsored
by GSK and administered by The Franklin Institute,
engages second through sixth-graders in activities
designed to increase confidence and encourage
interest in STEM (science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics) careers. Through funding from
the William Penn Foundation, Summer Camp
Challenge participants receive materials and training
to incorporate one hour of literacy activities into daily
camp programming. Cumulatively, these programs
provide ongoing engagement with the Library and
help offset “surnmer slide” the gap in learning that

can happen between school years.

LEAP Welcomes
Students at
5,000+ Programs

The Literacy Enrichment
Afterschool Program
(LEAP) provides
homework help, literacy
support, and STEAM
(science, technology,
engineering, arts, and
mathematics) activities
for K-12 students in
neighborhood libraries

throughout Philadelphia, offering a safe space

to gather during out-of-school time hours. LEAP
activities included a partnership with The Franklin
Institute to teach the science of wind; participation
in Peace Day Philly, in which students practiced
peaceful ways to resolve conflict; and opportunities
to learn about Black women innovators during
Black History Month. Fiscal year 2023 featured
over 5,000 online and in-person programs for
more than 46,800 participants and attendees.

After School Leaders and Teen Leadership
Assistants support LEAP’s work online and in
neighborhood libraries. Through funding from
the City of Philadelphia’s Office of Children and
Families, this year LEAP hired over 50 teens
(ages 14-18) as Teen Leadership Assistants. These
teens also received professional development

in career readiness, financial literacy, and LEAP
program design. About their experience, one Teen
Leadership Assistant shared: “Working as a Teen
Leadership Assistant is an experience that will
make you kinder and wiser. You will feel seen as

a person by everyone around you, be it kids, After
School Leaders, or Library staff”

—|4 FY23 DEVELOPMENT REPORT FREELIBRARY.ORG -|5



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7bWQYFN2Ps

DID YOU KNOW ... ? Neighborhood libraries offer a EF E
variety of engaging programs across the city! : ="
To explore the calendar of upcoming events, click

INVESTING IN NEIGHBORHOOD LIBRARIES

Neighborhood Library Capital Improvements
Underway Across Philadelphia

The Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation partners
with the City of Philadelphia to enliven communities
with innovative, inclusive, and inspiring programming;
and raise contributions from donors to support capital
improvements in neighborhood libraries. Modern,

safe spaces in which community members can enjoy
programs are essential to delivering on the Library’s
mission to advance literacy, guide learning, and inspire

curiosity across Philadelphia.

This fiscal year, capital work generously funded by
the City of Philadelphia’s Rebuild initiative officially
began at the Kingsessing and Paschalville libraries,
both in Southwest Philadelphia. Rebuild is a historic
investment in neighborhood parks, recreation

centers, and libraries across Philadelphia. In total, 12
neighborhood libraries will undergo major renovations
or projects such as HVAC and roof improvements as
part of the Rebuild program.

Private support raised through the Foundation provides
enhancements to library renovations that are paid for
through Rebuild dollars. For example, at Paschalville,
the Knight Foundation has generously pledged

$1 million to ensure that the newly renovated library

PHOTO CREDIT: REBUILD PHILADELPHIA

Lillian Marrero Library
Hosts Teen Writing Workshop

Over the past year, staff at the Lillian Marrero Library in North Philadelphia noticed an increase in the number

of teens visiting the branch. To better serve these patrons, the Library staff engaged the teens in planning

conversations about programming, and found a common interest in creative writing. Thanks to a generous gift

from Dale and Richard Levy, beginning in May 2023, the Lillian Marrero Library hosted a four-week poetry

and songwriting workshop for teens. Under the instruction of a local bilingual artist (Spanish and English), the

students were introduced to written and vocal works by Meek Mills, the late Maya Angelou and Biggie Smalls

(The Notorious B.LG), and teen poetry slam champion Jae Nichelle, among others.

—|6 FY23 DEVELOPMENT REPORT

the QR code or scan with your smartphone camera. E

will be a tech-enabled hub that supports the needs

of this community. This grant supports community
engagement and outreach; development and piloting

of new programming; the purchase of state-of-the

art technology and equipment; and discreet direct
construction costs, including the creation of a media lab.

In addition to these Rebuild sites, the Frankford Library,
in lower Northeast Philadelphia, is undergoing a critical
$5.5 million renovation made possible by generous
gifts to the Free Library Foundation from individuals,
foundations, and corporations. Support from the
William Penn Foundation, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Redevelopment Assistance Capital
Program, the Pennsylvania Department of Education
Office of Commonwealth Libraries’s Keystone
Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund, the

Patrick J. McGovern Foundation, and The McLean
Contributionship will give Frankford Library a fully

PHOTO CREDIT: REBUILD PHILADELPHIA
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upgrades, new
meeting rooms, an
ADA-compliant lift
that provides access
to programming
spaces on the

lower level, and a
reconfiguration of

the main staircase.

Whether generating funding for programs in
neighborhood libraries or raising capital support
for renovations, the Foundation is committed to
ensuring that all Philadelphians have access to
Library resources and programs that enrich the
communities they serve.

FREELIBRARY.ORG |/


https://libwww.freelibrary.org/calendar/

ADVANCING DIGITAL LITERACY

Providing Library
Resources for
Recently-Arrived
Afghan Community
Members

Philadelphia is a Certified Welcoming city that
celebrates many immigrant and refugee communities.
In recent years, the city has become home to more
than 800 refugees from Afghanistan. A majority

of these new community members have settled in
Northeast Philadelphia and, thanks to support from an
anonymous donor, the pilot program Family Literacies
and Community Connections was launched at
Northeast Regional Library in fiscal year 2023.

Three Afghan neighbors were hired as Community
Connectors to introduce the Library and its services

to new residents. Over a period of several months,
Afghan refugees new to Philadelphia came to Northeast
Regional, enjoying family storytimes and other
programming, and obtaining their Library cards. The
donor’s contribution funded the purchase of 125 tablet
devices for Afghan families. Community Connectors

and other participants were also introduced to nearby
businesses interested in hiring from the Afghan
community. Continued programming at Northeast
Regional in fiscal year 2024 will help Afghan community
members build digital literacy skills, learn internet safety,

and connect with the Library’s digital resources, including

reading lists, electronic and audio books, language
learning programs, and job seeker resources.

—|8 FY23 DEVELOPMENT REPORT

To learn more about how the Free Library serves
patrons of all ages, click the QR code or scan with
your smartphone camera:

Adult Education Resources at the
Languages and Learning Center

The Languages and Learning Center (LLC), launched
in September 2019, serves adults seeking to improve
their English, basic reading and writing, digital literacy,
and/or world language skills. Generously supported by
funding from the Comecast NBCUniversal Foundation,
BNY Mellon Mid-Atlantic Charitable Trusts, the
Wish You Well Foundation, and individual donors, the
LLC provides learners with a welcoming, accessible
learning environment.

While its physical resources are located at the Parkway
Central Library, the LLC supports individuals’ literacy
and learning goals across Philadelphia and online.

The LLC’s signature programs include digital literacy
instruction and a variety of classes and programs with
digital components. Leamos (“Let’s Read”) welcomes
Spanish-speaking adults who do not yet know how

to read and write in Spanish, helping them to develop
their skills through self-paced online lessons, and

with access to a Spanish-speaking tutor. Beginning
English Language Learning classes teach the basic
vocabulary, grammar, and digital skills necessary to
participate in more advanced classes. GED” and HiSET”
preparation offers students studying for their high
school equivalency exams self-paced, independent, and
remote learning options. Instruction through Northstar
Digital Literacy trainings gives learners the basic skills
to perform tasks on computers and online.

Of her involvement with the LLC, Hajime says:

“I am from Japan and have experienced so
many Library language programs that are
free, fun, and informative, including Edible
Alphabet, grammar courses, and a reading
circle. These experiences encouraged me to
take the GED® class online. Last summer, |
jumped at the chance to teach the Japanese
class online, and I've loved introducing some
of Japan’s culture to others. | am very thankful
that | am a part of the Library community”

After pandemic-related closures paused a full rollout of
the LLC'’s initiatives, 2023 was the first year in which
the Library expanded LLC programs to neighborhood
libraries. In addition to continuing to host educational
programs online and in person at Parkway Central,

LLC programming was offered at the Lillian Marrero
Library in North Philadelphia, the Independence Library
in Center City, and the Whitman Library in South
Philadelphia. In fiscal year 2023, the LLC supported over
8,400 adult learners, advancing their learning goals
and increasing their confidence in critical skill areas. In
fiscal year 2024, the LLC will continue to reach new and
existing patrons through further digital offerings and
in-person opportunities across Philadelphia.

FREELIBRARY.ORG 19



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-dRwr-0sls

To explore past Author Events,
PRESENTING EVENTS

click the QR codes or scan with
your smartphone camera:

Visiting Philadelphia’s
Treasures: The Collections

Crawl Series

The Free Library of Philadelphia is regarded for its
renowned Special Collections, which enhance the

Library’s mission by making rare and historic materials
accessible, providing knowledgeable research services,

and offering programs that promote understanding
of our shared cultural heritage. To spotlight the
importance and depth of the historical treasures

in and around Philadelphia, including the Library’s
own holdings, in fiscal year 2023 the Foundation
introduced our newest educational series: the
Collections Crawl. This series provides opportunities
for intimate, behind-the-scenes visits at some of our
region’s most admired collections and archives.

The series
debuted in
December 2022 with a visit to the Winterthur

Museum, Garden & Library, which included an

exhibition tour and time spent in the rare book
library. Additional sold-out events showcased
the special collections of the historic Athenaeum
of Philadelphia and the American Philosophical
Society, which featured an exhibition tour and a
library highlights and conservation presentation.

We are excited to continue the Collections Crawl
series at a new set of locations in fiscal year 2024!

The Inaugural Community Impact Awards

In fiscal year 2023, the Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation was proud to launch the Community Impact
Awards, created to recognize and honor organizations,
individuals, and philanthropists whose work aligns with
the Free Library’s mission to advance literacy, guide

learning, and inspire curiosity.

The inaugural awardees were selected for their impact in
Early Childhood Literacy through direct service in their
communities. The African American Children’s Book
Project has connected children to culture-celebrating
and identity-affirming storytelling for over 30 years.
Barbershop Books provides culturally responsive
children’s books in accessible places and encourages

20 FY23 DEVELOPMENT REPORT

community members to become literacy advocates.
Joyful Readers provides quality, skilled, individualized
reading tutoring. Philibros increases access to Spanish
language books across Philadelphia and helps readers of
all ages stay connected to their culture through stories.
Reading Allowed has created a new model for specialized
literacy tutoring for Philadelphia school-age children.
Read to Succeed Philadelphia assists children with getting
the help they need to close their reading skills gap.

We thank each of the selected organizations for their
great service to our communities, and are delighted to
honor them as our first cohort of Community Impact
Award recipients.

PODCASTS YOU TUBE

Author Events
Showcase
Literary Talent

Over the course of its decades-long history, the Free
Library’s Author Events Series has grown to feature

a robust event calendar with acclaimed novelists,
renowned historians, celebrated public figures, and
more. One of the Library’s most recognized and beloved
offerings, the series embodies the Library’s mission: to
advance literacy, guide learning, and inspire curiosity.

In fiscal year 2023, we welcomed many impressive
authors, including Pulitzer Prize-winners Buzz Bissinger,
Hernan Diaz, and Maggie Haberman; Adam Gopnick of
The New Yorker; journalist Mehdi Hasan; co-star of the hit
TV show Black-ish Jenifer Lewis; Ari Shapiro of NPR; and
Grammy Award nominee Michelle Zauner. Nearly 15,000
attendees participated in this year’s series, and the Author
Events’ podcasts and YouTube videos have been shared
more than two million times with Philadelphians and

listeners from around the world.

Author Events speak to topics across the public, civic, and
humanities spheres. In addition to bringing attention to

a diverse array of authors, the series advances cultural
access and equity by offering many free programs.

To support these offerings, in fiscal year 2023, the
Foundation introduced a new pay what you wish model
for our free Author Events. Beyond the ongoing revenue
provided by ticketed programs, these donations will help
sustain this engaging series for years to come.

FREELIBRARY.ORG |



https://www.youtube.com/@AuthorEvents
 https://libwww.freelibrary.org/programs/authorevents/podcast

LEADERSHIP
CIRCLE

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation gratefully acknowledges
the following individuals and
organizations whose lifetime gifts

and pledges to support the Free
Library and the Rosenbach Museum &
Library total $1 million or more.

The Annenberg Foundation

The Arcadia Foundation

Janet and Jim Averill

Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Estate of Elia Durr Buck

Elaine W. Camarda and
A. Morris Williams, Jr.

City of Philadelphia

Comcast NBCUniversal
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Tobey and Mark Dichter

William B. Dietrich Foundation

Marie and Joseph Field

Estate of Roseann P. Gill

The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Sally and Dan Gordon

Peggy and Rich Greenawalt

Otto Haas Charitable Trust,
recommended by Janet and
John Haas

Hamilton Family Charitable Trust
Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim
Nancy and Alan Hirsig*”
Independence Foundation
Institute of Museum and
Library Services
John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation
Lincoln Financial Foundation
The Leslie Miller and Richard Worley
Foundation
National Endowment for the
Humanities
PECO
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RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS

In fiscal year 2023, the
Foundation updated the
name Chairmen’s Circle to
Leadership Circle, advancing
the use of inclusive language
while continuing to honor
our inspiring supporters.
New recognition signage
was installed at the Parkway
Central Library in summer
2023 to celebrate these
generous donors.

On March 15, 2023, the

Foundation welcomed members of the Leadership Circle to the Skyline

Room at Parkway Central for our annual appreciation event. Members

of the Free Library Foundation Board of Directors and Trustees of the

Free Library and Rosenbach Museum & Library were present to express

gratitude to Leadership Circle donors for their generosity.

Each year this event also pays special tribute to an individual, couple,

or institutional donor. This year the Foundation honored PECO

for its loyal support, and Michael A. Innocenzo, PECO's CEO and

outgoing Free Library Board member (FY19-FY23), for his years of

service. PECO has been a steadfast funder: supporting One Book, One

Philadelphia since its inception; funding the planning, implementation,

and continued delivery of Philly Career Launch; and giving generously
to Read by 4th and Summer of Wonder.

The Foundation Board and staff extend heartfelt thanks to PECO,
Michael A. Innocenzo, and all of our Leadership Circle members.

Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission”

The Pew Charitable Trusts

Philadelphia City Institute Board
of Managers

The Philadelphia Foundation

PNC Foundation

William H. Shea, Jr.

Lenore H. Steiner and Perry A. Lerner”
Leon C. Sunstein*”

Barbara and Fred Sutherland

United Way of Greater Philadelphia
and Southern New Jersey

Vanguard Strong Start for Kids
Program™

Wells Fargo
William Penn Foundation
Constance and Sankey Williams
Ruth W. Williams* and

A. Morris Williams Jr.

Wyncote Foundation, at the
recommendation of Frederick Haas"

" Rosenbach contributors
* deceased

Our Members:
Lifelong Learners

Members of the Pepper Society, Raven Society, and
Knee-Hi Society are generous Library advocates

whose annual membership gifts sustain our mission
and support hundreds of Free Library programs and
services, including literacy-based activities, workforce
development, social services, English language learning
classes, and civic dialogue events that enrich the lives
of Philadelphians. In appreciation, members receive
communications and invitations to tours, lectures,
events, and other benefits.

The George S. Pepper Society brings together
passionate individuals who share the vision of a vibrant
Library that is accessible to all. On October 25, 2022,
Pepper members kicked off the fall Author Events season
with a special meet-and-greet with journalist Maggie
Haberman prior to her public Author Event. In December,
members were welcomed to the Pepper Forum, which
each year highlights a critical current issue. This year
Emily Rizzo of WHYY moderated Off Shelves, Off Limits:
A Discussion on Contemporary Book Banning. On June
16, 2023, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Geraldine Brooks
joined more than 110 members for our annual Pickwick

Salon, a special dinner that recognizes the impact of

Pepper Society members. Brooks held a private Q&A and
signing of her new book, Horse, in advance of the public

Author Event that evening.

The Raven Society connects young professionals who
are bonded by their love of the Free Library. In fiscal year
2023, Raven Society membership grew by 79%. On July
27,2022, members gathered for Ravens on the Rooftop to
enjoy the Skyline Terrace at the Parkway Central Library
with their friends, family, and colleagues. For Oktoberfest
2022, chef Clara Park taught 36 Ravens how to make a
Philly classic—the soft pretzel—at the Culinary Literacy
Center. 2023 also featured exciting Ravens activities,
such as the Poe Party, which celebrates Edgar Allan Poe’s
birthday each January, and a special tour of the exhibition
Mapping Imagination in April.

The Knee-Hi Society, a membership for families with
young children, was reintroduced last year. To recognize
the appreciation young families have for their local
libraries, the Knee-Hi Society directs 80% of each Knee-
Hi membership to neighborhood libraries throughout the
city. The Foundation is thrilled to continue developing
Knee-Hi events in the coming year!
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RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS

THE GEORGE S.
PEPPER
SOCIETY

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation recognizes the following
members of the George S. Pepper
Society in fiscal year 2023.

ELKINS CIRCLE

$25,000 AND ABOVE

Cindy and John Affleck

Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim

Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and
Joe Neubauer

Nancy Q. Petersmeyer
Barbara and Fred Sutherland

DICKENS CIRCLE
$10,000—-$24,999

Barbara B. and Theodore R. Aronson
Janet and Jim Averill

Johanna Belda Baek

Nadine and James Biles

Amy Branch and D. Jeffry Benoliel
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz

Lois and Julian Brodsky

Carolyn Cannuscio and Daniel Rader
Lynn Charytan and Marc Zweben
Jeffrey Cooper and Nancy Klaus
Peggy and Mark Curchack

Tobey and Mark Dichter
Elizabeth H. Gemmill

Nina Gussack and Allan Stein
John F. Hollway

Charles P. Keates

Cynthia and Roger Lopata

Linda and Thomas McCarthy
Laura and Marc McKenna

Susan B. Muller

Peter and Eleanor Nalle
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Neil A. Oxman, Esq.

Katie Adams Schaeffer and
Anthony Schaeffer

Liza and Jonathan Seltzer
Jonne and Corey Smith
Jude Tuma and Drew Moyer

Janice Volkman in memory of
Edward Volkman

Peter and Christine Wolf

POE CIRCLE
$5,000-$9,999
AJSW Charitable Fund

David R. and Patricia D. Atkinson
Foundation

Carol and Winston Banford
Andrea Commaker and Jim Levin
Rebecca L. Craik and Mark Haskins
Kristen and Colin de Paor

Beth Phillips Dooneief

Amy A. Fox and Daniel H. Wheeler
Irma and Christopher Fralic
Wendy and Richard Glazer
Barbara and Jerome Glickman

Iris Gold and Jeffrey Greenstein
Melissa and Charlee Grimm

Kate Hollos

Phillip P. Jaurigue

Toba and Lawrence Kerson

Dale and Richard Levy

Frances G. Martin

Jane R. and Dr. Bernard A. Mason
Susan and James Meyer

Linda and Jeffrey Needleman
Aleni Pappas and Anthony Kyriakakis
Zoé S. Pappas

Sarah and Michael Peterson
Theresa and John Rollins

Linda and Charles Schelke

Julia Scott and Jason Rekulak
Nancy and Lee Tabas

Karla Trotman

Albert C. Vara

Peggy Wachs

Barbara Watson and Robert P. Curley
Jay and Butsie Weinstein

Dalila Wilson-Scott and
Christopher Scott

Sherley Young

BEATRIX POTTER CIRCLE
$2,500—-%$4,999
Mrs. Arlin Adams

Valarie J. Allen and
H. W. Jerome Maddox

Myrna and Howard* Asher
David and Margaret Balamuth
Joan Stroud Blaine

Linda Burke

Carol and Bruce Caswell

David and Nancy Colman

Hope Comisky and Jeffrey Braff
Julie Conover

Katharine and Graham Finney
Sara W. and Dieter Forster
Patsy and Edmund Garno
Kathleen Glackin

Linda and David Glickstein
Brian and Sarah Greer

Harriet and Bernie Gross

Mrs. Robert P. Hauptfuhrer
Laura and Ben Huggett
Michael A. Innocenzo

Barbara Jaffe and Howard Langer
Susan Heyner Joshi

Arthur M. Kaplan and R. Duane Perry
Susanna Lachs and Dean Adler
Suzanne and Robert Levin
Phyllis and Fred Magaziner
Elizabeth Burns Mahoney

Dr. Shalini Maitra and
Mr. Jordan Strauss

Ricki and Alan Mandeloff

Fran E. Melmed and Robert C. Kopf
Geoff and Susie Mills

Ann P. Morris

Nancy and Dean Nance

Janet E. Novak and
Christopher P. Sarnowski

Barbara Oldenhoff
Julie and Eric Orts

Kimberly C. Oxholm and
Carl Oxholm III

Christopher Rupp and Simi Sonecha

Claire Shubik-Richards and
Seth Richards-Shubik

Sam, Kate, Judy, and Steve* Sidewater

Cynthia Solot and
Steven D. Handler, MD

Ann Rosen Spector and
Larry H. Spector

Louise and David Strawbridge

M. Kathryn Taylor and
Jonathan H. Sprogell

Pat and Phil Turberg
Nancy and Bruce Urbschat
Subhash George Verghese

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
$1,500—-$2,499

Mignon Adams and Martin Laufe
Marta and Bob Adelson

Diane Ambler and Ethan Grossman
Carol Baker and Mark Stein

David Baker and Irene Levy Baker
K.C. and Arthur Baldadian

Lynda Barness

Carol and Horace Barsh

Mary Louise Barton and Marty Fumo
Sheila and Myron Bassman

Jane N. Beatty

Sylvia Beck and Jay Federman
James M. Becker

Sally J. Bellet

Allen D. Black and R. Randolph Apgar
Sally Cooper Bleznak

Alyse and Jim Bodine

Bonnie Brier and Bruce Rosenfield
Rebecca Bushnell and John Toner
Elena and Joseph Cappella
Deborah and Alan Casnoff

Larry Ceisler and Lina Hartocollis
Polly Cohen

Sarah and Stephen Connelly

* deceased

Sheila and John Connors

Martha Cornog

Judith N. Dean

Deborah Lovell Duys and David Duys
Evelyn Eskin and David Major

Jean M. Farnsworth

Aeryn and Bruce Fenton

Amy L. Finkel and Richard J. Braemer
Amy Finkelstein

Michele Frank and Craig Smith
Barbara F. Freed and Alan Mittelman
Kay and Jim Gately

Terri N. Gelberg

Bob Gelsher

Alix Gerz and George Matysik, Jr.
Barbara and Stephen Gold

Joan and William Goldstein

Mary Gregg and John Ryan
Jacqueline and David Griffith

Elinor Haider and Matthew Lee
David F. Hoffman

Helen and Bryan Horstmann-Allen
Katherine Hovde and Kenneth Kulak
Lesley Ann Hughes

Mary Hugues

Renée C. Hughes

Jean Hurd and Leon Kowalski

Mary and Howard Hurtig

Katherine Huseman and William Rich
Amey Hutchins and Dylan Steinberg
Joann Hyle and Kathryn Kolbert
Linda J. Jacobsen

Barry and Carrie Jacobson

Lisa Kabnick and John McFadden
Carol and Alan Kaplan

Alexandra Kendrick

Wendy and Joshua Klein

Melvin Kohn

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Krauss
in memory of Judith Krauss Platt

Barbara S.M. Kretchmar

Anita Toby Lager

Ruth and Peter Laibson

Anne Silvers Lee and Wynn Lee
Peggy and Gary Leimkuhler
Sylvia and Norman Lieberman
Sally and Tod MacKenzie

Kim and Jen Maguire-Wright
Patricia M. McCabe

Mimi and Jim McKenzie
Valerie and Joseph E. McPeak, Ph.D.
Evelyn Minick

Sandy and Allan Molotsky
Edward A. Montgomery, Jr.
Martha Moore

Rhonda and James Mordy
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Amy Norr and Jeff Metz
Susan Odessey
Elvin Parson

Meredyth D. Patterson and
Timothy B. Barnard

Jane G. Pepper

Shara and William Pollie
Janine and Paul Pollock
Ellen M. Ravin

Siobhan and James Reardon
Kathryn Rhodes

Sandy and Phil Ringo

Susan and Andrew Roberts
Mimi and Richard Robertson
Cintra and Franklyn Rodgers
Lyn M. Ross

Gayle and Stuart Samuels
Teresa Sarmina

Nina Schafer

Karyn Scher

Esta Schwartz

Denise Scobee

Bob and Didi Scott

Bryna and Andrew Scott
Patricia and Stephen Segal
Gail E. Seygal

Bill and Cathy Sharrar

Rita and Robert Siegle
Evelyn G. Spritz

Anne Saris Stevenson
Glenna Stewart

Bonnie Stone and Laurence Klugman
Judith Tannenbaum

Molly Rouse Terlevich and Fabio
Terlevich

Claudia Tesoro and Richard Greenstein
Mary Ann Thomas

Carol Thomson and Paul Wheeling
Joan and Tom Tropp

Chris and Lee van de Velde

Patricia and Thomas Vernon

Dick Webster

Susan Wells

Flora Barth Wolf and Laslo V. Boyd
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RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS

Diane Dalto Woosnam and
Richard E Woosnam

Anonymous (3)

AMBASSADOR CIRCLE
Api Appulingam
Phyllis W. Beck

Elaine W. Camarda and
A. Morris Williams, Jr.

Gloria Twine Chisum

Jenée Chizick-Agtiero

Amy and R. Putnam Coes III
Pamela and David Dembe
Michael DiBeradinis

Marie and Joseph Field

The Honorable Rev. Dr. and
Mrs. W. Wilson Goode

Deborah G. Gorman and
Benito Cachinero-Sanchez

David Gould

Janet and John Haas

Julia D. Hinckley

Margaret W. and Alexander Kerr
Leslie A. Miller and Richard Worley
Donald Moore

Folsade A. Olanipekun-Lewis
Mustafa Rashed

Evelyn Sample-Oates and
Patrick Oates

William R. Sasso

Suzanne Simons

Joseph W. St. Geme

Matthew Stitt

Elaine Tomlin

Joe Tucker Jr. and Alycia Horn
Lisa Walke

Karima A. Zedan

THE RAVEN
SOCIETY

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation recognizes the following
members of the Raven Society in
fiscal year 2023.

PATRONS CIRCLE
$300 AND ABOVE

Kelly Andrianos and Christian Boinske
Kimberly and Mark Barna

Elie-Anne Chevrier and J. Rudy Lewis
Sabrina R. Cook

Paul Gapinski and Christine Hall
Matthew M. Goldberg

Caroline and Christopher Goodchild
Simon Joseph

Natalia Khodykina and Jakub Nowicki
Rory Kramer

The Lerro Rose Family

Lindsay Mack

Dr. Megan Mezera and
Mr. Andrew Rossiter

Joel Nichols and
Raymond Domico Murphy

Kara Petraglia and
Thomas A. Dahan, PhD

Abraham Rowe and Mal Graham
Trina Smith

David Sydlik and Anna Jo Smith
Kevin Van Zanten

Dr. Peter J. Vasquez

SUPPORTERS CIRCLE
$100—-$299

Joyce Adelugba

Dr. Nethra S. Ankam

Christina Arlt

Gina Badillo

Eleanor Barba and Andrew Thompson
Danielle Bartholomew

Leah Berkowitz

Ross Beroff

Matthew Bitonti

Miranda Blanchard

Kathryn Borne

Joanna Brinton

Haley Burrowes and Evan Harra
Neal Cardoza

Lydia Carroll and Bobby Schmitz
Cynthia Cassel and Jeffrey Knightly
Ken Chen

Brittany Choplin

Brianna Conway

Josephine Curry

Michael Dalton

Katharine Davis

Lindsey Donahue

Andrew and Natalie Esler
Bridgette Evans

Sam and Tom Fischer

Kathryn Fogarty

Jennifer Foster

Margaret Frederick

Brooke Gaines

Chuck Galli

Melissa Gramstad

Maryanne Hayde and Karen Liao
Martha Heuser

Michelle Hillsman and George Sanders
Emily and Ernie Holtzheimer
Cayla Huppert

Stephanie Insolia

Sara Jeruss and Jane Nevins

Jeremy Johnson and
Anna Matsukevich

Meg Kelly

Rachel Kieser

Morgan Kniesche and Tyler Walter
Amber Lee

Kelsey Leljedal and John Vidumsky
Jessica Libor

Kelly Linker

Avery Livengood

Colleen Mackle

Rich Manfredi

Kelsey Matherne

Nico Meyering and Ariele Baggett
Nicole Mirra

Lucy Morgan

Enerel Munkhzul

Sudhir Muralidhar

Lucy Murray

Jordan Muse

Brianna Navarre

Claire Nixon

Rachel Forth Pipitone

Erin Read

Staci and Tim Rinehart

Sabrina Romano

Mallie and Zach Romanowski
Melinda Rossi and Stephen Ramer
Sara Schwalm and Michael Peters
Jordan Shuster

Britt and Clifford Sikora Drake

Ed and Sharon Skirkie

Joseph Skirkie and Erika Lubowicki
Melinda Smead

Rachel Smith

Laura Suarez and
Clemencia Rodriguez

David W. Sweet

Emily and Joseph Terranova
Noelle Thomas

Randall Thomas

Medha Vempati

Leila Violano

Dovie Watson

Stephanie Yee and Ryan Weicker

THE KNEE-HI
SOCIETY

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation recognizes the following
members of the Knee-Hi Society in
fiscal year 2023.

PATRONS CIRCLE
$500 AND ABOVE

Julie and Matt Busta
Caroline and Christopher Goodchild

Ms. Margaret Green and
Dr. Padmanabhan Sundararaman

Meghan McNally and Ben Keys
Beverly and Ray Milkman

SUPPORTERS CIRCLE
$250-$499

Benjamin Corbett

Jessamyn Falcone and Michael Lehane
Sarah Godner and Matthew Rosen
Dara Lovitz

Jonathan Van Schoick

Sara and Mike Zimmerman
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RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS

INDIVIDUAL
CONTRIBUTORS
UNRESTRICTED

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation recognizes the following
generous individuals who made
unrestricted gifts and pledges of
$1,000 or more to support the

Free Library during fiscal year 2023.

$25,000 AND ABOVE

Cindy and John Affleck

Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Amy Branch and D. Jeffry Benoliel
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim
Estate of Elayne Lemanow

Lily Foundation

Nancy Q. Petersmeyer

Estate of Pamela D. Ransome
Estate of Grace Rosenthal

Ryan Memorial Foundation
Barbara and Fred Sutherland
Anonymous

$10,000-$24,999

Janet and Jim Averill

Johanna Belda Baek

Meg and Roger Berlin

Nadine and James Biles

Lynn Charytan and Marc Zweben
Jeffrey Cooper and Nancy Klaus
Sarah Miller Coulson

Tobey and Mark Dichter
Elizabeth H. Gemmill

John F. Hollway

Charles P. Keates

Catharine E. Maxey

E. Walker Mulherin, Jr. Fund
Susan B. Muller

Peter and Eleanor Nalle
Gretchen and Jay Riley

Jude Tuma and Drew Moyer
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Peter and Christine Wolf
Wyncote Foundation
Anonymous (4)

$5,000—-$9,999

Marta and Bob Adelson
Carol and Winston Banford
Phyllis W. Beck
Bloktoberfest INC.

Elaine W. Camarda and
A. Morris Williams, Jr.

Marcia and Walter Carpenter
Kristen and Colin de Paor

Will Enscore and Sara Woods
Pamela and Peter Freyd

Phyllis Grady™*

Melissa and Charlee Grimm

Ann Marie Horner and Terry Horner
Michael A. Innocenzo

Meredith and Christopher Iwane
Philip P. Jaurigue

Cordelia and Jon Jensen

Connie Keith

Deborah Kravetz and Bill Robling
Ralph and Beth Johnston Muller
David Rubinic

Karla Trotman

Jay and Butsie Weinstein

Dalila Wilson-Scott and
Christopher Scott

$2,500—-%$4,999

Valarie J. Allen and
H. W. Jerome Maddox

Rachel Blau-DuPlessis and
Robert DuPlessis

Mary Brewster

Beverly and Michael Budin

Patricia Callahan and Williamm Double
Eleanor L. Davis

Pamela and David Dembe

Allison Groves and Matthew Pierce
Carolyn Healy and John J. H. Phillips
Renée C. Hughes

Barbara Jaffe and Howard Langer
Christine Kanas

Laddie and Linda Montague
Foundation

Estate of Lawrence J. Schuck
Ruth Shaber, MD and Glenn Barnes

Anita and Amit Shah in honor of
Sushila Mehta

Emily and Harold Starr*
Susan Thompson
Barbara Woods
Anonymous

$1,500-$2,499

AM] Foundation

Bloch Family Foundation, Inc.
Kathleen Butzloff

Amy and Michael Cohen

Mary Beth Diefenderfer

Alexandra Edsall and Robert Victor
Gerry and Marshall Fisher
Florence Gelo

Leah Greenberg Katz and Philip Katz
Dee Hillas

Laurie and Timothy Humphreys
Edward W. Kerson and Ellen J. Odoner
Hilary Kline

Peshe and Peter Kuriloff

Barbara Holtz Levine

Barbara and T. Michael Mather
Lynne G. Maxwell

Rhonda and James Mordy

Susan Mucciarone

Philip Mulligan

Mary and John Okolowicz

Lisa Panepinto

Sarah Paulos

Maria Petrillo and Mark MacQueen

The Gilroy & Lillian Roberts Charitable
Foundation

John and Claire Rodgers

Lynn Rosenthal and Herbert Fineburg
Mary Sales and Ed Strauss

Gayle and Stuart Samuels

Teresa Sarmina

James Stambaugh

Glenna Stewart

Phil Straus and Margaret Harris
David V.N. Taylor

Daniel Vader

Vegari Foundation Inc.

Dick Webster

Nancy Winkler and John Bryan
Philip Yeany

Anonymous (5)

$1,000-$1,499

Ms. Margherita Abe

Karl R. Alexander, III

Robert Angevine

Brent and Kelly Asplundh
Marley Asplundh

Thomas Au

Joseph F. Baker

Julie Barber-Rotenberg

Richard Baskin and Elizabeth Vroorman
Laurie Beach

Kathleen Biddick

Nancy and Casey Blood

Elinor and James Buck

Sally Burrell and David Sorensen

Joanne Bursich and Randall
Giancaterino

Pamela Byers
Victor Caraballo
Christine Carlson and John Lehman

Catherwood Family Fund of the
Philadelphia Foundation

Jodi Chen and Nicholas Evageliou
Cordelia E. Clement
Barbara Cobb

Amy and R. Putnam Coes III
Carol Cook

Jeremy Coughlin

Patricia Cramer

Elizabeth Crawford

Maude de Schauensee
Kendra Dunn

Lynda Eckes

Barbara Edelstein

Ritson and Julie Ferguson
Razelle and William Frankl

* deceased

Alexandria Garrity

Mary Gelbart

Mary Gilbert

Mary L. Goldman

Joan and Frank Goodman
Gretchen Hall and David Sa'adah
Karen Heller and David Dye
Zachary Herrmann

Donna L. Horwitz

Chenho Huang

Judith and Richard Hurtig

Carol Hutelmyer

Julie and Jerry Jacobs

Susan O. W. Jaffe

Leah Kaplan and Jon Smollen
Margaret W. and Alexander Kerr
Ellen J. Kim and Max Ahn
Rachel and Wilbur Kipnes

Carol Klein and Lawrence Spitz
Sarah Kloss and Hari Palaiyanur
Paul Kolosick

Judy Kornfield

Elena Laskin

Margery P. Lee

Andrew and Lynn Lees

H. Gordon Leggett, Jr

Kathy Lieb

Karyn Lyman and David O’'Connor
Linda and C.R. Lyttle
Mackler-Goding Foundation
Michael Markovitz

A. Mary Martin

Linford Martin and
Marcella Zimmerman

Peter R. McGrath

Anna T. Meadows and
Alfred G. Knudson*

Lewis Merklin Jr, MD.

Kathleen and Arthur Miller
Philip Miller

Dora and Pete Mitchell

Karen Miura Wolffe

Tara Mohr and Michael Goldfine
Darryl Morris

Diane Moskal

Philip Moyer

NAXION, Inc.

Arthur and Douglass Newbold
Iris Newman

Anne and Willner Park
Valerie D. Pearce

Lorraine and James Pecora
Allan Rayfield

Ann and Frank Reed

Rorer Foundation

Stuart Schwartz

Patricia and Stephen Segal
Alison Simon

Scott Simons

Beth and Henry Sommer

Richard A. Speizman and
Faith A. Horowitz

Elsie R. Stern and Steven D. Cohen
Elizabeth Stokes and Lynne Brown
Bonnie Stone and Laurence Klugman
Martha Takats

Cordelia Talley

Anne Tobey and Peter Schoenbach
Patricia Walmsley

Laura Ward and David Newmann
Samuel Weisenberg

Wendy Wilson and Bruce McKittrick
Heather Winett

Marcia Witlin-Basickes

John Wojcik

Cathy and Eric Zeanah

Anonymous (8)
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INDIVIDUAL
CONTRIBUTORS

SPECIAL PROJECT SUPPORT

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation recognizes the following
generous individuals who made
restricted gifts and pledges of $1,000
or more to support the Free Library
during fiscal year 2023.

$1,000,000 AND ABOVE
Estate of Elia Durr Buck
Estate of Roseann P. Gill

$100,000-$999,999

Elaine W. Camarda and
A. Morris Williams, Jr.

Mattleman Family Foundation

$50,000-$99,999

David R. and Patricia D. Atkinson
Foundation

Marie and Joseph Field
Betty and Philip Leifer
Peter James Vicente Family

$25,000—-$49,999

The CHG Charitable Trust
Dietz Family Foundation
Vert Charitable Trust
Anonymous

$10,000-$24,999
Marta and Bob Adelson
Michael P. Buckley

Chestnut Hill Business Improvement
District

Martha Cornog

Prudence W. Dalrymple

Lisa Erlbaum

Lisa Kabnick and John McFadden
Stephanie Marudas and Dimitri Pappas
Linda and Charles Schelke

Wallace Sliwinski

RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS

Heather Winett
Anonymous

$5,000—$9,999

Collins Charitable Foundation
Tobey and Mark Dichter

David C. Isenberg Family Fund

NURD Media Solutions Inc. in honor of
Audrey M. Roll

Aleni Pappas and Anthony Kyriakakis
Estate of Lidie Anne Smith
Anonymous

$2,500—-%$4,999

Derick Dreher and Gudrun Dauner
Susan Forman

Barbara and Jerome Glickman
Robin Komita and Mario Moussa
Dale and Richard Levy

Sally and Tod MacKenzie

Sun Center Studios Corp

Kathi and Mark Wennell

Erica Zurer

$1,500—-%$2,499

Lisa F. and Joseph M. Becker
Mary Ellen Byrne

Nadia and Matt Daniel

Marie Iorio Hamilton*

Bruce Hauptfuhrer

Doris J. and Richard J. Pendergrast
Nancy D. Pontone

Carol Saline and Paul Rathblott
Cookie and Ralph Smith

$1,000—-$1,499

Debra Appel and Gene Schneyer
John W. Cunningham, Jr.

Marilyn Deutsch

Robert and Marjorie Gohn Felsburg
Stephanie and Saul Finkle

Natalie and Ralph Hirshorn

Joseph Hepburn Trust

Khaw Family Foundation

Mark and Laurie Kirszner

East Falls resident and Free Library

Foundation supporter Naney D.
Pontone has regularly made visits

to the Maps Department at the
Parkway Central Library to review the
historic Hexamer Atlas survey map
of her neighborhood in support of

her preservation work with the East
Falls Historical Society. The Hexamer
Atlas, which totals over 170 volumes,
provides a parcel-by-parcel view and
history of building and land usage
over the many decades of its creation.
Because of its age, many volumes of

the Atlas are dilapidated and in need of

delicate conservation. The Foundation
expresses our deepest thanks to
Nancy for generously supporting

the conservation of an 1893-1895
Hexamer Atlas volume that details
East Falls. The year-long project was
conducted by the Conservation Center
for Art and Historic Artifacts (CCAHA)
and included repair of damaged pages,
spine restitching, surface cleaning,

repair and reconditioning of the leather

cover and tabs, and more.

Ellen Linky-Heiman and
William Heiman

John Lister-James

Carol Raviola

Andrew and Joann Reinsel
Kathryn Rhodes

Ronald Rumford

Patricia and Thomas Vernon
Cindy and Steve Yingling

INSTITUTIONAL
CONTRIBUTORS

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation is proud to acknowledge
the following corporations, foundations,
and government funders that provided
significant grants and pledges to support
the Free Library during fiscal year 2023.

$1,000,000 AND ABOVE

Vanguard Strong Start for Kids
Program™

William Penn Foundation

$500,000—$999,999
Mellon Foundation
PECO

Pennsylvania Department of
Education, Office of Commonwealth
Libraries, Keystone Recreation,
Park and Conservation Fund

$250,000—$499,999
Comecast NBCUniversal
Hamilton Family Charitable Trust

The Knight Foundation Donor-
Advised Fund of the Philadelphia
Foundation

The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage

Philadelphia City Institute Board of
Managers

$100,000—-$249,999

Institute of Museum and Library
Services

Lincoln Financial Foundation
The McLean Contributionship
PNC Foundation

Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
(EHTF)

United Way of Greater Philadelphia
and Southern New Jersey

$25,000—-$99,999

E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter
Foundation

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
Department of Community and
Economic Development, Keystone
Communities Program

Kline & Specter

The Edna G. Kynett Memorial
Foundation

Virginia Cretella Mars Foundation
Poor Richard’s Charitable Trust
Regional Foundation

Wells Fargo

$10,000—-$24,999
The Bancorp

BNY Mellon Mid-Atlantic Charitable
Trusts

Citizens
The Douty Foundation

The Fund for the School District of
Philadelphia

Lillian Gest Memorial Fund
The Allen Hilles Fund
Independence Foundation
JKW Foundation

The Sylvia W. and Randle M. Kauders
Foundation

Osage Industries

Pennsylvania Department of
Education

Norman Raab Foundation
Read to Succeed
Wish You Well Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

Center for Black Educator
Development

Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation

Exelon Foundation Matching Gift
Program

FINRA Investor Education Foundation
Harriet G. Fredericks Foundation

Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback
Foundation

The Christopher Ludwick Foundation
Teach For America
Anonymous

$2,500—-$4,999
Connelly Foundation
Fulton Bank

GIANT

The Merck Company Foundation
Matching Gift Program

Pennsylvania Humanities Council
University of Pennsylvania

$1,500—-%$2,499

AmeriHealth Caritas
Beginnings Learning Center II
Bill Flannery Automotive, Inc.
GSK

The Suzanne Roberts Cultural
Development Fund

$1,000-$1,499
Addison Group

Alex J. Ettl Foundation
Joyful Readers

The Pew Charitable Trusts’ Matching
Gifts Program

Reading Allowed
Troutman Pepper

PHOTO CREDIT: CONSERVATION CENTER FOR ART AND
HISTORIC ARTIFACTS (CCAHA)
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THE BENOLIEL
SOCIETY

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation gratefully acknowledges
the thoughtful individuals who have
made contributions for the future of
the Free Library with a life income
gift or by including the Library in their
estate plans.

Ihsan Ahmed

Joseph F. Baker

Sherrin Baky-Nessler

Carl J. Balis

Sheila and Myron Bassman
Khadija Benaissa

Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Sally Cooper Bleznak

Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Andrea Boyd

Carol Buettger

Helen and Robert* Buttel

Elaine W. Camarda and
A. Morris Williams, Jr.

“The Free Library has brought me so much joy over the years that it feels only natural to give
back. The Library opens worlds of possibility, in creative ways, in every nook and cranny of the
city: lending cooking implements to home cooks who want to experiment; educating nonprofits
about funding opportunities; and of course providing the comfort of a safe place to read a book

RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS

Joseph Cesa

Carol Shlifer Clapp

Rebecca L. Craik and Mark Haskins
John W. Cunningham, Jr.

Peggy and Mark Curchack
Prudence W. Dalrymple

Victoria and Colin Dawson

Doris N. Desher

Tobey and Mark Dichter

Donkey Dover, Jr.

Amy Finkelstein

Graham Finney

Maureen Flanagan

Drs. Barbara* and Leonard Frank
Barbara F. Freed and Alan Mittelman
Jill Friedman-Rickman

Professor Eileen Gambrill

Elaine Gelb and Marc Pachtman
Bob Gelsher

Bruce J. Gould

Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Antoinette Hoagland

Warren D. Hoffman

Edward W. Hoy

Katherine Huseman and William Rich

Charles Keates

Marlyn and Norman Kline
Deborah Komins

Bernice Koplin

Barbara S.M. Kretchmar

Sue D. and Reinhard* Kruse
Magali and Charles Larson
Anne Silvers Lee and Wynn Lee
Betty and Philip Leifer

Sabina Leybold

Ellen Linky-Heiman and William
Heiman

The Loki’s Fund

Mickey and Larry Magid
Andrew Mangravite

Randi and William Marrazzo
Jane R. and Dr. Bernard A. Mason
Priscilla Seibert McDougal
Kim and Tom Moon

Tara Lynne Murphy

Anita M. Myette

Stephanie and Michael Naidoff
Linda and Jeffrey Needleman
Frances Novack

Susan Odessey

or hundreds of books. My particular pleasure is the Author Events Series. | love jostling for a

seat among energized, engaged readers who fill the Montgomery Auditorium with their curiosity
and appreciation for the authors who delight us with their insights and often their humor. It has
become a community for me, like a dear old book group that meets every few weeks (though
some weeks I’'m there multiple nights!). It makes me happy to think that my planned gift will
help the Library continue on as a treasure in our city and region.” —JILL FRIEDMAN-RICKMAN
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Neil A. Oxman, Esq.
Shirley A. Page

Marilyn Phister

Nancy D. Pontone

Israel T. Radl

Polly Riddle

Marcia ]. Rogers

Eileen Rosenau

]J. Randall Rosensteel”
Patricia and Scott Schultz
Wallace Sliwinski

Susan G. Smith

Miriam and Arthur Spector
Hannah Spielberg

Evelyn G. Spritz

Sherry A. Swirsky

Nadeen Van Tuyle and
Gilbert Feinberg

Debra Weiner

Heather Winett

Mara and Kenneth Wolfgang
Anonymous (3)

* deceased

Vil

VOLUNTEERS

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation is proud to acknowledge
the following volunteer groups that
provided strategic counsel or service

during fiscal year 2023.

CULINARY
LITERACY COUNCIL

Jonathan Deutsch, Co-Chair
Robin P. Komita, Co-Chair
Robert Amar

Carolyn C. Cannuscio
Jean H. Cho

Mark S. Dichter

Susanna Foo

Barbara F. Freed
Dejenaba Gordon

Tom Kehoe

Sally MacKenzie

Ben Miller

Samantha Mogil

Shola Olunloyo

Aleni M. Pappas

Clara Park

Kathryn Rhodes

Carol Saline

Matthew A. Saline

Cindy Yingling

|

FRIENDS OF

THE FREE LIBRARY

The Free Library of Philadelphia
Foundation extends its gratitude

to the Friends of the Free Library

of Philadelphia and to each of the
neighborhood library Friends groups.
Through volunteerism, advocacy,
financial support, and so much more,
your investments in the Free Library
support a more vibrant and equitable

Library system for Philadelphians.

PLANNED GIVING
COMMITTEE

Angela Giampolo
Rachel Kieser
William Levy

Justin K. Pagliei
Alan E. Weissberger
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THE YEAR AHEAD

The Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation is committed to resourcing

programs and activities that advance literacy, guide learning, and inspire

curiosity throughout the region, and to helping the Free Library deliver

on the promise of an equitable future for Philadelphia children, families,

and communities.

Neighborhood libraries undergoing renovations:
The Frankford, Kingsessing, and Paschalville libraries
were undergoing major renovations by the close of
fiscal year 2023 thanks to a combination of the City
of Philadelphia’s Rebuild initiative and philanthropic
support through contributions to the Free Library

of Philadelphia Foundation. In fiscal year 2024, the
Blanche A. Nixon/Cobbs Creek, Cecil B. Moore,
Lawncrest, and Richmond libraries will also begin
renovations. We anticipate a number of newly renovated
libraries reopening in 2024l

The Art and Influence of John Dowell opening fall
2023: This exhibition and related programming will
showcase the master printmaker and educator’s
contributions to his field, his city, and the Free

Library’s collections. It will highlight Dowell as a vital
contemporary voice of the Philadelphia experience, and
will welcome visitors to the Library, which he personally
values because “a Black child can go for free”

Culinary Literacy Center (CLC) celebrating 10th
anniversary in 2024: The CLC is a commercial-grade
kitchen and interactive learning lab in the Parkway
Central Library that has revolutionized the way
Philadelphians think about food, nutrition, and literacy.
Programming extends beyond Parkway Central: the
CLC hosts programs in neighborhood libraries across
the city and online, provides youth and families with
opportunities to learn, advances literacy through
interactive programs, and shares information to

enhance overall wellness.

Welcoming the Foundation’s new Executive Director:
The search for a new Executive Director began in

fiscal year 2023, leading to an exciting new hire in the
summer of 2023. In fiscal year 2024, the Free Library
of Philadelphia Foundation welcomes Monique Moore
Pryor, Esq. Monique joins the Foundation from an
impressive career in higher education, most recently
serving as the Chief Engagement and External Affairs
Officer at Saint Francis College in Brooklyn, NY. She
provided executive leadership to departments including
human resources, communications, government and
community relations, and fundraising. We are eager to
introduce our donors to Monique in the new fiscal year!

Despite our very best efforts, errors may have occurred in the production of this publication. If you have questions, please contact the
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation at giving@freelibrary.org or 215-567-7710.
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FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA FOUNDATION
1901 VINE STREET - PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 . 215-567-7710

freelibrary.org/support


http://freelibrary.org/support
https://www.linkedin.com/company/free-library-of-philadelphia-foundation/
https://www.instagram.com/freelibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/freelibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/user/freelibraryofphilly
https://twitter.com/FreeLibrary

