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One Book, One Philadelphia is a joint project of the Mayor’s Office and the Free Library of
Philadelphia. The mission of the program—now entering its sixth year—is to promote reading,
literacy, library usage, and community building throughout the Greater Philadelphia region.

This year, the One Book, One Philadelphia Selection Committee has chosen Dave Eggers’ What Is
the What as the featured title of the 2008 One Book program. To engage the widest possible
audience while encouraging intergenerational reading, two thematically related companion
books were also selected for families, children, and teens—Mawi Asgedom’s Of Beetles and
Angels: A Boy’s Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard and Mary Williams’
Brothers In Hope: The Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan. Both of these books provide children
and adults opportunities to further understand and discuss the history of the conflict in Sudan,
as well as other issues of violence in the world
and in our own region.
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BY DAVE EGGERS

2008 Featured Title
What Is the What

by Dave Eggers (vintage Press)

What Is the What is an epic novel based on the life of
Valentino Achak Deng who, along with thousands of other
children—the so-called Lost Boys—was forced to leave his
village in Sudan at the age of seven and trek hundreds of
miles by foot, pursued by militias, government bombers,

and wild animals, crossing the deserts of three countries to find freedom. When
he finally is resettled in the United States, he finds a life full of promise, but also
heartache and myriad new challenges. Moving, suspenseful, and unexpectedly
funny, What Is the What is an astonishing novel that illuminates the lives of

millions through one extraordinary man.

The Author

Dave Eggers is the author of three previous books—
A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius, You Shall
Know Our Velocity!, and How We Are Hungry. He is the
founder of McSweeney’s, a magazine and publishing
company, and is co-founder of 826 National, a network of
nonprofit writing and tutoring centers for young people. As
a journalist, his work has appeared in the New Yorker,

Esquire, and the Believer. In 2004 he co-taught a class at the UC Berkeley
Graduate School of Journalism, out of which grew Voice of Witness, a book

series designed to illuminate contemporary human crises through oral history.
The first in the series, Surviving Justice: America’s Wrongfully Convicted and
Exonerated, was published in 2005. Voices from the Storm, about New Orleans
residents who survived Hurricane Katrina, was published in the fall of 2006.

Eggers lives in the San Francisco Bay Area with his wife and daughter.



2008 Companion Titles
Of Beetles & Angels:

A Boy’s Remarkable Journey
from a Refugee Camp to Harvard
by Mawi Asgedom (Little, Brown and Company)

Of Beetles and Angels tells the unforgettable, true story
of a young boy’s journey from a refugee camp in Sudan to
an affluent Chicago suburb, where his family survived on

e\

welfare. Following his father’s advice to “treat all people—even the most unsightly
beetles—as though they were angels sent from heaven,” Mawi Asgedom overcame
language barriers, racial prejudice, and financial disadvantage to eventually realize
his dream of a full-tuition scholarship to Harvard University. Of Beetles and
Angels is a compelling survival story sure to inspire readers of all ages and
backgrounds. (This book is recommended for middle school readers and above.)

Brothers In Hope:
The Story of the
Lost Boys of Sudan

by Mary Williams (Lee & Low Books)

Eight-year-old Garang is tending cattle far from his
family’s home in southern Sudan when war comes to his village. Frightened but
unharmed, he returns to find everything destroyed. Soon Garang meets other
boys whose villages have also been attacked. Before long they become a moving
band of thousands, walking hundreds of miles seeking safety. Along the way
they face many hardships and dangers, but their faith and mutual support keep
alive the hope of finding a new home. Based on heartbreaking, inspirational true
events in the lives of the so-called Lost Boys of Sudan, Brothers in Hope is a story
of enduring courage and an amazing testament to the unyielding power of the human
spirit. (This illustrated book is recommended for younger readers and families.)



Questions for Discussion

The following questions are intended to enhance your reading group’s discussion of the 2008 One Book,
One Philadelphia featured selection and companion books.

What Is the What by Dave Eggers

Questions courtesy of Vintage Press.

1. In what ways can What Is the What be understood as a hero’s journey? What features does it share
with classic works like Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’'s Aeneid, or more modern works such as Richard
Wright’s Black Boy or Cormac McCarthy’s The Road? What are the most significant features of Valentino’s
journey? In what ways is Valentino’s story both unique and universal?

2. When he is in the United States, Valentino says that he wants everyone to hear his stories. “Written
words are rare in small villages like mine, and it is my right and obligation to send my stories into the world,
even if silently, even if utterly powerless” (p. 29). Through Eggers, Valentino has found a way to send his
stories into the world. Are they powerless to alter the suffering he and his fellow Sudanese have endured?
What powers do they possess?

3. What is the significance of Valentino addressing his stories to people who aren’t listening—to Michael,
TV Boy; to Julian, the intake person at the hospital; to members of the gym where he works, etc.? Why
would Eggers make this narrative choice?

4. Why is a personal story—Valentino’s story—of the violence and oppression in Sudan more valuable
than any purely historical account could be? What emotions does Valentino’s story arouse that a more
objective treatment could not?

5. What are Valentino’s most harrowing experiences? In what ways do they shape his character? What
enables him to survive these ordeals and even excel in the refugee camps?

6. What is the “what” of the What Is the What story? Does the novel point to a solution to this riddle?

7. At the end of the novel, Valentino addresses the reader directly: “All the while | will know that you are
there. How can | pretend that you do not exist? It would be almost as impossible as you pretending that
| do not exist” (p. 535). Why would Eggers and Valentino choose to end the novel in this way? In what
ways have Westerners pretended that people like Valentino don’t exist? What is Valentino saying here
about the power of the imagination and the power of storytelling?

8. Explore the irony of Valentino escaping from Africa, and the terrible violence there, to being beaten
and robbed in Atlanta. Why does Valentino feel, after he has been victimized—and after his experience
with the police and the hospital—that he doesn’t actually exist?

9. Why does Valentino describe America as “a miserable and glorious place” (p. 351)? How are his struggles
in the United States both different from and similar to his struggles in Africa?

10 Valentino says that “the civil war became, to the world at large, too confusing to decipher, a mess
of tribal conflicts with no clear heroes and villains” (p. 349). To what degree is it true that there were no
clear heroes and villains—no clear victims and oppressors—in Sudan’s civil war as Valentino describes it?
In what ways do SPLA forces behave just as brutally as the murahaleen and government forces they
are fighting?

1. What Is the What is about war, displacement, acculturation, and the struggle to survive. In what ways
is it also a novel about friendship, love, and family? What moments of compassion stand out in the novel?
What are Valentino’s most positive relationships?



Of Beetles & Angels:

A Boy’s Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard
by Mawi Asgedom

Questions courtesy of Vera DaVinci, Program Manager, Office of Accelerated Learning,

School District of Philadelphia.

1. Mawi formed and shared his life story from what he remembered, as well as what he had been told.
How do the sources of his memories affect the way his memoir is recounted?

2. Compare Mawi’s school experiences at the Sudanese refugee camp to his school experiences
in Wheaton, Illinois. What are the similarities and differences in these two sets of experiences?

3. Mawi uses the technique of foreshadowing in the chapter “A New Life” when he states, “If he could
have read his future, my father might have feared the headlights” (p. 23). How did this statement prepare
you for what happens later in Mawi’s life?

4. American television played an important role in how Mawi’s family viewed life in the United States.
What advice did his parents give him based on what they saw on TV? What influence does television have

on how you live your own life?

5. Mawi selected a photograph to introduce every chapter in his story. Discuss the effectiveness of the
selected images in supporting the content of each chapter.

6. In the chapter “Days of Mischief,” Haileab relates the egg fable as a cautionary tale. Compare this fable
to other stories you’re familiar with that deliver the same message.

7. Through self-determination and self-discipline, America offered opportunities for Mawi, but less so for
his father. Mawi contrasts his father’s life in two chapters, “The Making of a Man” and “The Unmaking of a
Man.” Why was achieving economic success more difficult for his father? In what other ways did his father
make a success of his life?

8. What lesson did Mawi learn from the results of the National Honor Society Presidential Election?

9. One of the last things the villagers told Mawi’'s family was, “Remember us.” When Mawi gave his
commencement address at Harvard, he started by sharing a piece of advice his mother gave him: “Always
remember where you came from.” Why did she give him that advice? Why is it important to remember
where you came from?

10 Mawi’'s father stated, “Angels never looked like angels. They were disguised as the lowliest of
beetles: beggars, vagrants, and misfits” (p. 29). How did Mawi use this lesson over the course of his life?
How can you use this lesson in your daily life?



Brothers In Hope:

The Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan

by Mary Williams

Questions courtesy of Adrienne Jacoby, Ed.D., Executive Director, Philadelphia Reads, and Maria E. Mills-Torres,
Lead Academic Coach, Latino-American Studies, School District of Philadelphia.

1. Garang’s father says to him, “Your heart and mind are strong. There is nothing you cannot do.” What
does this statement mean to Garang? What does it mean to you?

2. What does wealth mean to Garang and his family? Does wealth mean something different to you
and your family?

3. Why are the children in this story called the Lost Boys?
4. Why was Garang chosen to be a leader? What are some of the qualities a good leader must have?
5. Why do the boys prefer to travel at night? How do they see their way in the dark?

6. What are some of the problems the boys face while they are walking from Sudan to Ethiopia, and from
Ethiopia to Kenya?

7. When the boys finally reach the refugee camp, how is their life different?

8. Garang considers himself to be a health educator in the camp at Kenya. What does it mean to be
a health educator in Kenya?

9. How do the children make toys?

10 Why do the boys feel that a mud hut can be similar to a palace?
11. Why do Garang and many of the other boys decide to go to school?
12 What does Tom do to help the Lost Boys when he leaves Kenya?
13 Where do many of the Lost Boys finally go to make a new life?

14 What is important to Garang that he save when he and the boys cross the Gilo River? Why do you
think these things are important?

15 How is your life different from Garang’s? How is it similar?
16. If war came to your country, what would you do to survive?

17 What have you learned from this book? What worried you? What questions do you have?



Timeline: A Recent History of Sudan

Courtesy of the Valentino Achak Deng Foundation.

1820: Egypt conquers northern parts of Sudan, developing
ivory and slave trades.

1880s: Nationalist revolts, led by Muhammed Ahmad Al
Mahdi, begin to form in opposition to Egyptian and British
rule. (At the time, Egypt was under British occupation.)
The British and Egyptians are defeated in 1885, and
Al Mahdi establishes a theocracy in Khartoum.

1890s: Britain regains control of Sudan with military
campaigns led by Lord Kitchener. In 1899, Egypt and
Britain agree on joint government of Sudan.

1930: The British Civil Secretary in Khartoum declares
the “Southern Policy,” officially stating what had always
been in practice—the north and south, because of their
many cultural and religious differences, are governed as
two separate regions.

1946: Britain and Khartoum—by this time Egypt is
effectively out of the picture—abruptly decide to merge
north and south into a single administrative region. Arabic
is made the language of administration in the south, and
northerners begin to hold positions there.

1956: Independence is granted to Sudan as a single
unified nation.

First Civil War: 1955 - 1972

1955: Anticipating independence and fearing domination
by the north, southern insurgents stage a mutiny in Torit.
These early rebels develop a large secessionist movement
in the south, called the Anyanya, “Snake Poison.”
Valentino’s father, along with many southern Sudanese
men of his generation, was a member of the Anyanya. The
Anyanya struggled with a lot of internal factionalism and
instability, much as the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army
(SPLA) would during the second civil war.

1972: All rebel factions gather under the Southern Sudan
Liberation Movement (SSLM) to negotiate a peace agreement
with the Sudanese government. The Addis Ababa
Agreement is signed, granting the south considerable
autonomy and a share of natural resources. A 10-year hiatus
in the conflict follows.

Mid-1970s: As Sudan gains legitimacy in peacetime,
Western countries begin supplying the government with
arms. The United States sells Sudan a great deal of equipment,
hoping to counteract Soviet support of Marxist Ethiopians
and Libyans.

1978: Chevron finds large oil fields in the Upper Nile and
southern Kordofan regions. Shortly thereafter, oil is discovered
throughout southern Sudan.

1980: Khartoum attempts to redraw the boundaries of
southern Sudan, transferring oilfields to the north. When
this fails, Khartoum begins taking the territory by force. In
What Is the What, Valentino tells the story of his friend
Lino, whose family was driven from their home in the
Muglad Basin around this time. The Muglad Basin is an area
near the north-south border that was claimed by Khartoum
and renamed, using the Arabic word for “unity.”

Second Civil War: 1983 - 2005

Late 1970s: Repeated violations of the Addis Ababa
Agreement by the north lead to increased unrest in the south.

May 1983: Battalion 105, stationed at Bor and composed
mostly of ex-Anyanya troops, is attacked after refusing to
transfer to the north. Led by Kerubino Bol, the battalion
flees to Ethiopia.

June 1983: The Sudanese government officially abolishes
the Addis Ababa Agreement and divides the south into three
regions. The southern regional government is dissolved.
President Nimeiry institutes a bold Islamization campaign,
transforming Sudan into a Muslim Arab state. Mutinies
occur throughout the south and rebel forces grow.

July 1983: The Sudanese People’s Liberation Army
(SPLA), led by John Garang, forms in Ethiopia.

September 1983: Nimeiry issues a set of decrees,
known as the September Laws, imposing sharia law
throughout the country. In Valentino’s story, these laws are
realized by the appearance of a handless man—punished
for stealing in Khartoum—“who in 1983 brought the first
portents of war to our village.”

Mid-1980s: Civil war rages through the south. The
SPLA battles government forces and attempts to gain
control. Raids by the murahaleen—government-armed
Arab militias—reach their peak. Villages throughout the
south are repeatedly attacked and destroyed. Slavery
becomes widespread. As villages are ransacked and survivors
flee, the so-called Lost Boys begin their walks across
southern Sudan into Ethiopia.

Late 1980s: President Nimeiry is deposed and Sadiq
al-Mahdi rises to power. Various peace negotiation attempts
between al-Mahdi and the SPLA fail as the conflict worsens.

1989: As al-Mahdi moves toward signing certain peace
agreements, he is ousted in a coup and Omar al-Bashir
seizes power. Al-Bashir is supported by the fundamentalist
National Islamic Front (NIF), headed by hard-line Islamist
Hassan al-Turabi. The new government fiercely enforces
Islamic code throughout Sudan, banning trade unions,
political parties, and other “non-religious” institutions.



1989: The Sudanese government begins deploying army
militiamen notoriously known as the People’s Defense Forces
to raid villages in the south alongside the murahaleen. As
Dut Majok lectures Valentino and Deng in What Is the
What, “The strategy is to send all they can to destroy the
Dinka. Have you heard the expression, Drain a pond to
catch a fish?”

August 1991: valentino and all refugees at Pinyudo are
forced to leave Ethiopia when that country’s dictator,
Mengistu Haile Mariam, is overthrown. Around the same
time, the Nasir faction of SPLA splits off; a second rebel
faction forms in 1992, followed by a third in 1993. Eventually,
the dissident rebel factions unite in a coalition called
SPLA-United.

1992: The UNHCR Kakuma Refugee Camp in northwestern
Kenya begins accepting Sudanese refugees.

1993: A peace initiative for Sudan is pursued by Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Uganda, and Kenya under the auspices of the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), but
has little effect. Conflict in Sudan continues to worsen.

1998: After embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania, the
United States launches a missile attack on a pharmaceutical
factory outside Khartoum that it believes is producing
chemical weapons for terrorist groups.

1999: Almost 4,000 Sudanese refugee boys are approved
for resettlement to the United States.

2007: Famine affects three million Sudanese.

September 2001: President George W. Bush appoints
former U.S. Senator John Danforth as the President’s
Special Envoy for Peace in Sudan. Valentino is approved to
resettle in Atlanta.

February 2003: The Darfur conflict begins.

January 9, 2005: Peace is finally brokered between
southern rebels and the government of Sudan. The Nairobi
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) is signed, granting
autonomy to the south for a six-year trial period, after
which the south will have the opportunity to vote to secede.
The agreement calls for a permanent ceasefire and sharing
of oil revenues. Islamic law remains in effect in the north,
while its use in the south is decided regionally.

August 1, 2005: John Garang dies in a helicopter crash
three weeks after being sworn in as First Vice President of
Sudan. Riots result, but peace continues.

Sources:
http://khartoum.usembassy.gov/dar_050806b.html

September 2005: A power-sharing government is
formed in Khartoum.

October 2005: An autonomous government is formed
in the south, in accordance with the CPA.

May 2006: The Sudanese government and the Sudanese
Liberation Movement (SLM), the main rebel faction in
Darfur led by Mini Menawi, sign a peace accord; however,
two smaller rebel groups refuse to sign the accord, and
fighting continues.

August 2006: The Sudanese government rejects a
United Nations resolution calling for a UN Peacekeeping
force in Sudan, on the basis that such a force would
compromise Sudanese sovereignty.

October 2006: The UN's top official in Sudan, Jan Pronk,
is expelled from the country.

November 2006: The African Union (AU) extends
the mandate of its peacekeeping force in Darfur for six
months. The following months bring what is thought to be
the heaviest fighting between northern and southern
Sudanese forces since the CPA.

April 2007: The Sudanese government accepts partial
UN troop deployment to reinforce AU troops.

July 31, 2007: The UN Security Council approves a
resolution authorizing a 26,000-strong force for Darfur,
called the United Nations-African Union Mission in Darfur
(UNAMID). The Sudanese government says it will cooperate
with UNAMID.

August - September 2007: The worst floods in
West Africa for decades leave more than 250,000 people
homeless.

September 2007: UN talks on the composition of a
Darfur peacekeeping force conclude without an agreement.

Per the CPA, a referendum is scheduled to be held in 2011
to determine if southern Sudan will remain a part of Sudan
or secede and gain its independence. The people of southern
Sudan await their historic opportunity for peace and
stability, after a 20-year conflict that has claimed at least
two million lives. Meanwhile, in Darfur, the number of dead
and displaced continues to grow, and the conflict rages on
with no clear end in sight.

http:/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/country_profiles/827425.stm

http:/news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/africa/7007728.stm

http:/www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/unamid/index.html

http:/www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5424.htm

http://www.valentinoachakdeng.org/history_of_sudan.php
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Related Materials

All materials listed below are available at the Free Library of Philadelphia. Visit www.freelibrary.org for
Library locations and general information.

Supplemental Reading for Adults
Fiction

Acts of Faith

by Philip Caputo

From the Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author of the highly praised novels The Voyage and Horn
of Africa comes a stunning, timely new novel about the physical perils and moral crises faced by a group
of men and women who try to relieve the suffering caused by war and famine in contemporary Sudan.

Half of a Yellow Sun

by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Winner of the 2007 Orange Prize for Fiction, Nigerian novelist Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Half of a
Yellow Sun weaves together the lives of three characters swept up in the turbulence of Nigeria in the 1960s.
Thirteen-year-old Ugwu is employed as a houseboy for a university professor full of revolutionary zeal;
Olanna is the professor’s beautiful mistress; and Richard is a shy young Englishman in thrall to Olanna’s
twin sister, an enigmatic figure who refuses to belong to anyone. As Nigerian troops advance and the
three must run for their lives, their ideals are severely tested, as are their loyalties to one another.

Minaret

by Leila Aboulela

Najwa never imagined that one day she would be a maid. Exiled to London and orphaned soon thereafter,
the upper-class Sudanese refugee falls in love with her employer's brother. Aboulela’s novel offers an
illuminating glimpse into a culture few Westerners understand.

Nonfiction

A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide

by Samantha Power

This book explores how past American presidents have failed to stop genocide in other countries, describing
how the United States has responded to genocide since the Holocaust, while offering insights into how
current U.S. policy can be improved to prevent future killings.

Alek: From Sudanese Refugee to International Supermodel

by Alek Wek

This inspirational and accessible story follows the life of a Sudanese-born international supermodel who
was forced to flee her country’s rising civil war.

Darfur: A Short History of a Long War

by Alex de Waal and Julie Flint

The humanitarian tragedy in Darfur has stirred politicians, Hollywood celebrities, and students to appeal
for a peaceful resolution to the crisis. But despite United Nations resolutions and agreements, the genocide
continues. Beyond the horrific pictures of sprawling refugee camps and lurid accounts of rape and murder
lies a complex history steeped in religion, politics, and decades of internal unrest.
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Darfur Diaries: Stories of Survival

by Jen Marlowe, with Aisha Bain, Adam Shapiro, with foreword by Francis Mading Deng

Darfur Diaries compiles testimonies of Darfurian refugees, civilians, resistance fighters, teachers, students,
and children. Their stories—woven together with the personal experiences of a group of documentary
filmmakers—provide a political and historical context for the conflict in Darfur.

Escape from Slavery: The True Story of My Ten Years in Captivity and My Journey
to Freedom in America

by Francis Bok with Edward Tivnan

Escape from Slavery is at once a dramatic adventure, a story of desperation and triumph, and an important
commentary on the plight of millions held in slavery today.

God Grew Tired of Us: A Memoir

by John Bul Dau with Michael S. Sweeney

In this memoir John Bul Dau describes his experiences as one of the so-called Lost Boys of Sudan. Dau
describes his childhood in a Sudanese village, years spent in refugee camps, and the unexpected challenges
associated with life in America.

Not on Our Watch: The Mission to End Genocide in Darfur and Beyond

by Don Cheadle and John Prendergast

Shocked and enraged by the ongoing genocide in Darfur, actor Don Cheadle teamed up with human
rights activist John Prendergast to focus the world’s attention on the suffering and violence there, offering
six strategies readers can implement themselves to effect change.

The Devil Came on Horseback: Bearing Witness to the Genocide in Darfur

by Brian Steidle and Gretchen Steidle Wallace

This vivid report and call to action from the heart of Darfur—written by a former U.S. Marine working
in Africa—is a powerful memoir of a young man’s awakening to conscience and the first extensive on-the-
ground account of the genocide in Sudan.

The Lost Boys of Sudan: An American Story of the Refugee Experience

by Mark Bixler

A tragic but inspiring story of four Sudanese refugees who make their way to the United States to rebuild
their lives.

They Poured Fire on Us from the Sky: The True Story of Three Lost Boys from Sudan
by Benson Deng, Alephonsion Deng, and Benjamin Ajak, with Judy A. Bernstein

Two brothers and their cousin—three of Sudan’s so-called Lost Boys—present a stunning literary survival
story, hailed by the Los Angeles Times as a “moving, beautifully written account, by turns raw and tender.”

War and Slavery in Sudan

by Jok Madut Jok

This book draws historical parallels between the slave-trade and warfare in Sudan, challenging the
international community to move beyond diplomatic measures and to take coordinated action to bring
liberation to the people of Sudan.



Supplemental Reading for Teens
Fiction

Angel of Hope

by Lurlene McDaniel

Angel of Hope describes the experiences of Heather Barlow, an American missionary who is profoundly
affected by her visit to war-torn Uganda and Sudan. She encounters poverty and violence, and comes to
view her life in the United States differently upon her return.

Dream Freedom

by Sonia Levitin

This book begins in an American classroom, where grade school student Marcus learns of the atrocities
occurring in Sudan. Alternating chapters include vignettes set in Sudan, with first-person accounts from
villagers including a girl stolen from her family to serve as a slave.

Mud City

by Deborah Ellis

This book tells the story of an orphaned Afghan refugee who leaves a Pakistan border camp and joins
other homeless children on the streets of the city of Peshawar. Her dream, retained from the time before
the Taliban when she was still in school, is to reach the ocean and a place called France.

The Other Side of Truth

by Beverley Naidoo

After their mother’s murder, Sade and her brother are smuggled out of Nigeria and sent to foster homes
in London. Their father escapes to join them, but he will be sent back to Nigeria unless Sade can tell the
world what happened to her family.

The Return

by Sonia Levitin

Part of a small, isolated mountain community of Ethiopian Jews, 15-year-old Desta and her siblings leave
their aunt and uncle and set out on a long and dangerous trip to freedom—an airlift fromm Sudan to Israel.
They travel barefoot, facing hunger, thirst, and bandits.

Tangled Threads: A Hmong Girl’s Story

by Pegi Deitz Shea

For the Hmong people living in overcrowded refugee camps in Thailand, America is a dream. In 1995, ten
years after their arrival at the camp, 13-year-old Mai Yang and her grandmother are about to experience
that dream.

Young Warriors: Stories of Strength

by Tamora Pierce and Josepha Sherman

What makes a warrior? This gutsy collection of 15 original short stories compiled by bestselling author
Tamora Pierce, with Josepha Sherman, tackles this question with thought and heart.

Nonfiction

Ten Thousand Children: True Stories Told by Children who Escaped the Holocaust
on the Kindertransport

by Anne L. Fox and Eva Abraham-Podiez

This book tells the true stories of children who escaped Nazi Germany on the Kindertransport, a rescue
mission led by concerned British citizens to save Jewish children from the Holocaust.

11



Supplemental Reading for Children
Fiction

Along the Tracks

by Tamar Bergman

During the Nazi invasion of Poland, Yankele—a young Jewish boy—is driven away from his home and
forced to flee to the Soviet Union, where he lives as an orphan and creates a new life for himself.

The Color of Home

by Mary Hoffman

Hassan, newly arrived in the United States and feeling homesick, paints a picture at school that shows his
old home in Somalia as well as the reason his family had to leave.

Drita, My Homegirl

by Jenny Lombard

When 10-year-old Drita and her family—refugees from Kosovo—move to New York City, Drita is teased
about not speaking English well, but after a popular student named Maxie is forced to learn about Kosovo
as a punishment for teasing Drita, the two girls soon bond.

Good Night, Maman

by Norma Fox Mazer

After spending years fleeing from the Nazis in war-torn Europe, twelve-year-old Karin Levi and her older
brother Marc find a new home in a refugee camp in Oswego, New York.

Lily’s Crossing

by Patricia Reilly Giff

During a summer spent at Rockaway Beach in 1944, Lily’s friendship with a young Hungarian refugee
causes her to see the war and her own world differently.

Little Cricket
by Jackie Brown
After the upheaval of the Vietham War reaches them, 12-year-old Kia and her Hmong family flee from the
mountains of Laos to a refugee camp in Thailand, eventually settling in the alien world of Saint Paul, Minnesota.

Lonek’s Journey: The True Story of a Boy’s Escape to Freedom

by Dorit Bader Whiteman

Lonek’s Journey is based on the true story of an 11-year-old Jewish boy’s escape from Nazi-occupied
Poland and his subsequent deportation to a Siberian gulag. When he is freed from the Russian labor
camp, he begins a two-year journey over thousands of miles of sea and land, to find freedom in what was
then Palestine.

The Roses in My Carpets

by Rukhsana Khan and Ronald Himler

When a young boy travels with his mother and sister to a refugee camp to escape the war in Afghanistan,
he finds some comfort in the beauty of the carpets he is learning to weave.

The Storyteller’s Beads

by Jane Kurtz

During the political strife and famine of the 1980s, two Ethiopian girls—one Christian, the other Jewish and
blind—struggle to overcome many difficulties, including their prejudices about each other, as they make
a dangerous journey out of Ethiopia.



Films

Bling’d: Blood, Diamonds, and Hip Hop (2007, 66 min.)

American hip-hop artists, including Kanye West, travel to Sierra Leone to meet the victims of the wars
dramatized in the film Blood Diamond and to learn about the connection between diamond slavery and
hip-hop culture.

Blood Diamond (2006, 143 min.)
This harrowing drama focuses on the devastating 1999 civil war in Sierra Leone and the wake of personal
destruction caused by the brutal insurgents’ exploitation of the vast diamond industry.

Darfur Diaries: Message from Home (2006, 57 min.)
This film is a call to action and a plea for help from the victims and survivors of the human tragedy currently
unfolding in Darfur.

Dinka Diaries (2005, 56 min.)
Over the course of 10 months, this film follows the lives of three Sudanese refugees who resettle in the
Philadelphia area and adjust to American culture and ways of life.

Empire of the Sun (1987, 144 min.)

Based on the novel by J.G. Ballard—and the featured selection of the inaugural year of the One Film
program—Empire of the Sun tells the story of a wealthy British boy’s experience in an internment camp
during the Japanese invasion of Shanghai.

God Grew Tired of Us (2007, 89 min.)
This award-winning documentary tells the story of four refugee Sudanese boys who wandered the
sub-Saharan continent seeking safe passage to America.

Hotel Rwanda (2004, 121 min.)
This film showcases Paul Russesabigna’s experience as a hotel keeper who manages to send 1,200 people
to safety during the horrific Rwandan genocides of 1994.

Lost Boys of Sudan (2004, 87 min.)
Filmed with poignancy and humor, this extraordinary documentary follows two Sudanese boys on their
journey out of Africa to a new life in America.

On Our Watch (2007, 60 min.)

Three years of fighting in Darfur have destroyed hundreds of villages, displaced 2.2 million people, and led
to more than 400,000 deaths. This PBS Frontline documentary provides a harrowing account of the
current situation in Darfur, and challenges the international community to take action.

Sierra Leone’s Refugee All Stars (2005, 80 min.)

The Refugee All Stars is a band of Sierra Leonean musicians forced into exile during the decade-long
(1991-2002) civil war. This inspirational film recounts their triumphs and losses as they make their way
back to Sierra Leone to fulfill their dream of finally recording an album.

Tibetan Refugee (2004, 60 min.)
Richard Martini’s insightful film chronicles the plight of the thousands of Tibetans who take the punishing
Himalayan trek into northern India, home of the exiled Tibetan government, to commune with the Dalai Lama.
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Supporting Sudan
A number of Philadelphia-based, national, and international groups are aiding refugees and working for
peace in Sudan. Contact the agencies below or visit their websites for more information.

African Cultural Alliance of North America

ACANA works to help refugee and immigrant families access healthcare and other social services during
their resettlement process in Pennsylvania. They also work to promote the preservation of African cultural
values through supporting refugee artists.

www.acanaus.org

AFRICOM

AFRICOM is a coalition of African communities in the Philadelphia area working to improve access
to healthcare and social services, while promoting economic development and advocating for issues
pertinent to its members. AFRICOM also strives to educate the public on African cultures, and to facilitate
conflict resolution.

www.africom-philly.org

Concern

Concern brings food and supplies to war-ravaged areas. Their work in Sudan focuses on nutrition, water
sanitation, and shelter for people affected by warfare.

www.concern.net

Darfur Alert Coalition

Darfur Alert Coalition unites Sudanese and Americans to offer educational programs, advocacy initiatives,
and relief for survivors of genocide in Darfur, Sudan. DAC is committed to standing with the people of
Darfur until their land, their lives, and their livelihoods are restored.

www.darfuralert.org

Genocide Intervention Network

The Genocide Intervention Network supports African Union peacekeepers currently on the ground in
Sudan by channeling private donations into needed resources and catalyzing government support.
www.genocideintervention.net

HIAS and Council Migration Services

HIAS and Council Migration Services of Philadelphia were founded 125 years ago to help Jewish immigrants
and refugees, fleeing persecution, to immigrate to America. HIAS and Council Migration Services continue
to resettle, reunite, and represent immigrants and refugees of more than a hundred nationalities in the
Greater Philadelphia region. Their services include representation and legal counseling, refugee resettlement
and social services provision, citizenship services, and advocacy and education.

www.hiaspa.org

International Crisis Group

The International Crisis Group is an independent, nonprofit, non-governmental organization that works to
prevent and resolve deadly conflict through field-based analysis and high-level advocacy.
WWW.crisisgroup.org

International Rescue Committee
The International Rescue Committee responds to the world’s worst crises, helping refugees flee from war
and persecution. They provide immediate relief and work to enable those given a new home in the United



States to become settled and self-reliant. For 75 years the IRC has been raising alarms with a global call
to action.
www.theirc.org

Lutheran Children and Family Services

LCFS offers social, legal, educational, and healthcare services to foreign-born children, adults, and families
seeking security, safe haven, and a new life in the United States.
www.lcfsinpa.org/refugee_resettlement

Nationalities Services Center

The Nationalities Services Center is a multifaceted organization working with immigrants and refugees in
Philadelphia. They aim to protect the legal rights of immigrants, to provide outlets to strengthen families
and promote self-sufficiency, and to eliminate language and cultural barriers while promoting diversity.
www.nhationalitiesservice.org

Save the Children

Save the Children is involved in many efforts to aid Sudanese who have suffered as a result of civil war,
and has been instrumental in bringing former slaves and abductees back to their villages of origin.
www.savethechildren.org

Save Darfur Coalition

The Save Darfur Coalition includes more than 170 organizations working towards increased international
involvement in combating the violence in Darfur.

www.savedarfur.org

Sudanese National Rally

Established in 1995 by a group of concerned Sudanese living in the United States, the Sudanese National
Rally’s primary goal is to raise awareness among Sudanese living in the U.S. about ongoing human rights
violations against Sudanese citizens living in Sudan. Since its founding, the SNR has worked to stop
inhumane warfare with the hope of ultimately building a Sudan in which human rights are respected,
democracy and freedom are enjoyed by all, and citizenship is based solely on nationality—regardless of
religion, ethnicity, race, or political affiliation.

www.snrphiladelphia.net

Valentino Achak Deng Foundation

All of the proceeds from hardcover sales of What Is the What—as well as a percentage of paperback
sales—have been directed to the Valentino Achak Deng Foundation. Founded by Dave Eggers and
Valentino Achak Deng, the foundation aims to help rebuild southern Sudanese communities through
the implementation of community-based development projects, while also empowering war-affected
Sudanese refugees to enhance their educational, social, and economic opportunities. The Valentino Achak
Deng Foundation also strives to improve United States international policy by educating the public and
government on the current situation in Sudan.

www.valentinoachakdengfoundation.org

Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians

The Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians is a nonprofit organization serving immigrants and
refugees across the Philadelphia region. WCNP provides employment, small business, legal, informational,
and referral services to people from around the world.

www.welcomingcenter.org
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Community Partners

All 54 Branches of The Free Library
of Philadelphia
All 262 Philadelphia Department
of Recreation Centers
1706 Rittenhouse Square Street
Abyssinia Restaurant
Abington Friends School
Academy of Natural Sciences
Academy of Notre Dame de Namur
ActionAIDS
ADIANG
AEGIS Property Group
Affiliates in Psychotherapy
African American Museum
in Philadelphia
African Cultural Alliance
of North America
AFRICOM
Agnes Irwin School
Ali's Wagon
American Civil Liberties Union
of Pennsylvania
American Theater Arts for Youth
Angelino’s Restaurant
Antique Showcase
APM (Asociacion Puertorriquenos
en Marcha)
Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Arden Theatre Company
Art Alliance
Artin City Hall
art270, Inc
ASAP/After School
Activities Partnerships
ASPIRA
Audrey Claire Restaurant Café
Baldwin School
Barnes & Noble Broomall
Barnes & Noble Bryn Mawr
Barnes & Noble Center City
Barnes & Noble Drexel Bookstore
Barnes & Noble Exton
Barnes & Noble Fairless Hills
Barnes & Noble Jenkintown
Barnes & Noble North Wales
Barnes & Noble Temple
University Bookstore
Barnes & Noble University
of Pennsylvania Bookstore
Barnes & Noble Willow Grove
Bayada Nurses at Wayne
BCBG Max Azria
Beacon Center for Children
Bertucci's
Beth David, Beth Israel
Beth David Reform Congregation
Big Jar Books
The Big Talker 1210AM
Bliss Restaurant
Blue Mountain Vineyards
Blue Mountain Vineyards
(Reading Terminal Market)
Bonte
Book Talk
Book Haven
Books and Readers
Books Through Bars
Borders Book & Music King of Prussia
Borders Book & Music North Wales
Borders Book & Music Reading
Borders Books & Music Avenue
of the Arts
Borders Books & Music Chestnut Hill
Borders Books & Music Glen Mills
Borders Books & Music Langhorne
Borders Books & Music Springfield
Borders Books & Music Wynnewood
Bread & Roses Community Fund
Bridgid's Restaurant
British Imperial Dry Cleaners
- 16th Street
- Locust Street
Bryn Mawr College Film
Studies Program
The Bryn Mawr Film Institute (BMFI)
Bryn Mawr Skin and Cancer Institute
CADE — Helping Children Make
Smart Decisions
Caffé Casta Diva
Caldwell-Banker Welker Real Estate
Camden County College
Campus Philly
Capriccio
Cardinal USA Fuel Oil
Cecil Baker & Assoc.
Center City District
Center for Emerging Visual Artists
Center for Literacy
Center for Responsible Funding
Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia
Chapterhouse Café & Gallery
Chelsea Frame & Art
Chester County Book Co.
Chestnut Hill Acaderny
Chestnut Hill Business Association
Children's Book World
Children’s Village Child Care Center
Chinatown Medical Services
Chris's Corner
Chung May Food Market
Church of the Holy Trinity—
Rittenhouse Square
Cirillo Cosmetic Dermatology Spa

City Cleaners.

City Nails on the Square

City of Philadelphia
Commerce Department

City Year

Clay Studio

Clean the Clutter

CN8—The Comcast Network

Cohen & Co Hardware & Home Goods

Cole Haan

Colonial Wallcoverings

Community College of Philadelphia

Community Learning Center

Continental Midtown Book Club

Cool Chicks Book Club

Coopermarket

Covenant House of PA

Crystal Cage

Curiosity Shoppe

Curtis Institute of Music

Custom Painting

D'Angelo’s Italiano & Lounge

Dahlak Restaurant

Daniels Medical Associates

Darfur Alert

Deborah Finn's Rittenhouse Jewelers

Delaware Valley Earth Force

Devil's Alley

Devon Prep School

Dignity Housing

Discovery Travel & Shipping Co.

District Attorney’s Office

Dom's Shoe Service, Inc

Dorchester Condominium

Drexel University Writing Program

Dzifa Mask Dance Theater

Earth Force

East Park Revitalization Alliance

Eddie Haskell Hair Studio

Education Works

Eisenhower Fellowships

Dr. Mallory L. Eisenman, Podiatrist

Elliot's Book Group

Entertainment Communications Corp.

Episcopal Academy

Evantine Design at The Rittenhouse

Evolve Strategies

Excursions on the Square

Executive House

Express Wireless.net

Faber’s Bookstore

Fairmount Associates LLC

Fairmount Civic Association

Fairmount Cleaners

Fairmount Community
Development Corporation

Fairmount Framing

Family Court of Philadelphia

Final Touch Custom Painting

Finn's Rittenhouse Jewelers

First PENN Bank

Foreign Policy Research Institute

Four Seasons Hotel Philadelphia

Four Sisters Nail Salon

Fox Chase Cancer Center

Framing by Walter

Frankford Y

Friends’ Central School

Friends of Eastern State
Penitentiary Park

Friends of Free Library of Philadelphia

Friends of Mander Playground

Friends of Rittenhouse Square

Friends Select School

Frugal Frames

Fury Design

Joy R. Gadson, CSA

Garden Fresh

GardenScapes

Dr. Michael Gaughan, DDS

GEM Scientific

George School

State Representative Mike Gerber

Germantown Academy

Germantown Friends School

Get Kinetic

Giovanni's Room

Girard College

Giunta’s Prime Shop

Global Dish Catering

Gratz College

The Greater Philadelphia Film Office

Greater Philadelphia Urban
Affairs Coalition

Greater Philadelphia Wordshop
Studio—Allison Hicks

Green Field Intercultural Center

Greene Street Friends School

Gwynedd Mercy Academy High School

H&R BLOCK

Pepper Hamilton LLP

Harmelin Media

Haverford School

Haverford Township Free Library

Hello World

Henneberry Pharmacy

HIAS and Council Migration Service
of Philadelphia

Historical Society of Pennsylvania

Holy Ghost Preparatory School

Home Sweet Home Brewing Company

HSBC Bank USA National Association

In The Doghouse

Independence Blue Cross

Independence Charter School

Independence Seaport Museum

Institute of Contemporary Art

Intermezzo Café

International House

lovine Brothers Produce
(Reading Terminal Market)

IRC: International Rescue Committee

Jack M. Burrack Hebrew Academy

Jay Michael Salon

Jenkins Law Library

JEVS Human Services

Jewish Community Relations Council
of the Jewish Federation

Joe Coffee Bar

John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls
High School

Joseph Fox Bookshop

Joseph's Tailor Shop

State Representative Babette Josephs

Kala Jo Jo

Kamal's Middle Eastern Specialties

Kaminsky Dental Associates

Kaplan's Bakery

Keneseth Israel

Kevin's Beauty Salon

Kimmel Center

Kim's Cleaners & Tailoring

Kitchen Kapers

Klein's Supermarket

Knit Wit

Kremp Florist

Kulu Mele

La Colombe

La Fontana della Citta

Ladies of the Club Book Group

Latino Partnership Initiative

Le Castagne

Lee and Low Books

Lee's Industrial Supply

Liberty Place

Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped

Linda Golden Boutique

Lion's Mane

Little, Brown Publishing

Locke Gallery

Loie Bar & Brasserie

Cynthia Lombardi, Body Work Therapist

Long Stems

Loonstyn Properties

Lucy

Lutheran Settlement House
Lyric Fest
MAGP! Power Networking
Main Line Health and Fitness
Malvern Preparatory School
The March Hare
Margarita
Mastery Charter School
Maxx’s Produce
Mayor's Commission on Literacy—
Families That Work Centers
- Caton Village
- Center for Literacy
- CHANCES
- Community Women's
Educational Project
- Indochinese American Council
- New World Association
- PathWaysPA, Inc.
- School District of Philadelphia
- Voices Education Center
-YMCA
Mayor's Commission on Literacy—
Move Up Centers
- Center for Literacy
- Community Learning Center
- Community Women's
Educational Project
- District 1199¢
- Indochinese American Council
- Lutheran Settlement House
- New World Association
- PathWaysPA, Inc.
- Philadelphia Opportunities
Industrialization Center
- Programs Employing People
- South East Asian Mutual Assistance
Association Coalition
- Temple University Center for
Research in Human Development
- Temple University Center for Social
Policy and Community Development
A

Melissa Colin Book Group

Men's Reading Club

Merion Mercy Academy

Metropolitan Bakery

Miquon School

Moore College of Art

Moos One Inc

Mshindi Ngoma Pan African
Drum Ensemble

Mt. Airy Learning Tree

Mugshots

Musicopia

Naked Chocolate Café

National Constitution Center

National Liberty Museum

National Museum of American
Jewish History

National Student Partnerships -
West Philadelphia
Nationalities Services Center
Natural Cleaner
Natural Lands Trust, Inc.
New Frankford Community Y
New Freedom Theater
New Heaven Chinese Restaurant
New Image Art and Framing
Newtown Bookshop Inc
Noel Sy
Noi Resale and Consignment
Noise Pollution Records
North Philadelphia Madrugadores
Rotary Club
North Wales Memorial Free Library
Nova Care Rehabilitation
Bridget Nurock, LCSW
Nuts to You, Inc
- 24 8 20th Street
- 721 Walnut Street
- 10837 Bustleton Avenue
- 1328 Walnut Street
Qak Lane Day School
Office of Accelerated Learning
Office of Curriculum and Instruction
Office of Mayor John F. Street
Opera Barber Shop
P.G. Bookstore
The Paidea School Atlanta
PARKWAY
Partnership CDC
PECO Energy Company
Penn Center House
Penn Cinema Association
Pennsylvania Ballet
People’s Light & Theatre
Perelman Jewish Day School
- Forman Center
- Saligman Middle School
- Stern Center
Philadelphia Area Consortium
of Special Collections Libraries
Philadelphia Chamber Music Society
Philadelphia Chinatown
Development Corp
Philadelphia Corporation for Aging
Philadelphia Daily News / Inquirer
The Philadelphia Film Society
Philadelphia Futures
Philadelphia Glass Works
Philadelphia Great Books Council
Philadelphia History Book Club
The Philadelphia Jewish Film Festival
Philadelphia Mennonite High School
Philadelphia Museum of Art
Philadelphia Orchestra
Philadelphia Organic Democracy
Philadelphia Phillies
Philadelphia Reading Olympics
Philadelphia Reads
Philadelphia Record Exchange
Philadelphia Regional Chapter
of the Medical Library Association
Philadelphia Theatre Company
Philadelphia Writing Project
Philadelphia Zoo
Photo Lounge
Plymouth-Whitemarsh High School
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Prime Health Network
The Printer’s Place
Project HO.M.E.
- Honickman Leaning Center and
Comcast Technology Labs
Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia
Qdoba Restaurant
Rachel's Nosheri
Rae & Co.
Readers Forum
Reading Terminal Market
Ready, Willing & Able Philadelphia
Red B. Readers
Reel Voices
Regency Cleaners
Rembrandt's Restaurant and Bar
Rittenhouse Savoy
Rittenhouse Square Book Group
Rittenhouse Square Fitness Club
Rittenhouse Square Pet Supply
Ritz Theatres
-Ritz5
- Ritz at the Bourse
- Ritz East
Ritz Camera (South Street)
Rodeway Inn
Rosenbach Museum & Library
Rose's Deli Too
Roxy Theater

RUKA
Russakoff's Bookstore
Rustic Music
Dr. David M. Sachs, Psychoanalyst
Salon Royale Court
Sande Webster Gallery
Sansom Cleaners
School District of Haverford Township
School District of Philadelphia
Marc L. Schwartz, M.D.
Seraphin Gallery
Settlement Music School
- Camden School of Musical Arts
- Germantown Branch

- Jenkintown Branch
- Kardon-Northeast Branch
- Mary Louise Curtis Branch
- West Philadelphia Branch
Shipley Lower School Library
Shipley School
Snack Bar
Society Hill Dental Associates
Solebury School
Sophisticated Seconds
Sophy Curson Inc.
Sparks
Joe Spina, CPA
Springside School
Square on Square Restaurant
St. Basil's Academy
St. Joseph's Preparatory School
Starbucks Coffee Company
Mary Stefanyszyn, MD, F.AC.S.
StockTrans
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP
Su Xing House
Sudanese National Rally
Sulimay’s Hair Salon
Supper
Swarthmore College
- Asian Studies Program
- Chinese Studies Program
- Film and Media
Studies Department
William Z. Sun, MD, FA.C.S
Suzanne Roberts Women's Apparel
Tagliareni Anderson Fine Art
Talbots
Taller Puertoririqueno
Teach for America
Teenagers in Charge
Temple University
- Department of English
- Libraries, Urban Archives
- Film and Media Arts Department
Third Federal Bank
Thomas Jefferson University
- Activities Office
- Department of Neurology
- Department of Neurological Surgery
- Medical & Health Science Bookstore
- Scott Memorial Library
- University Hospital
Tinto Restaurant
Tom Scannapieco Development Corps
Tower Style Pizza
Trappe Book Center
Trio Restaurant
Tselaine Jewelry
Tudor Bookstore
Tuscany Café
Tuscany I
Twenty Manning
Twist
Uhuru Furniture & Collectibles
The Union League of Philadelphia
- The Book Group at the Union League
- The Union League Library
United Nations Association of
the United States of America
The University of Pennsylvania
- African Studies Center
- Center for Africana Studies
- Cinema Studies Program
- The Field Center for Children’s
Policy, Practice & Research
- Penn Libraries
- Middle East Center
- Museum of Archeology
and Anthropology
- School of Social Policy and Practice
Valley Forge Military Academy
and College
VCA Cat Hospital of Philadelphia
Video Visions, Inc.
Vintage Books
Volinsky Jonathan D DDS
Walnut Bridge Coffee House
Wake Up Yoga
Westtown School
Wexler Gallery
White Dog Café
WHYY, Inc.
William Penn Charter School
William Penn House Cooperative
Will's Fourth Grade Bookgroup
Wistar Institute
Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen LLP
Women's Sekere Ensemble
Women's Community
Revitalization Project
Women's Opportunities
Resource Center
Women's Way
World Affairs Council
World Cafe Live
WPVI-TV 6abc
Wrigley Eye Associates
WRT Design
Yards Brewing Company
Young Professionals for
International Cooperation
Youth Build Charter School
Zachian Dermatology
Zarrett Rehabilitation

List as of December 6, 2007
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