
Discussion Questions for The Wall by Peter Sis 
 

1. Many activities became compulsory during the time of the Soviet leadership of 
Czechoslovakia. What activities are compulsory for you to do at home? At school?   

2. A variety of books, written materials, and music selections were banned by the Soviets. 
Why do you think these items were not permitted? What is the title of a book(s) that is 
currently banned here in the United States? What reason do you think caused it to be 
banned? 

3. Explain which activities and behaviors you think should be controlled by our government. 
Is there anything currently controlled by our government that you think should not be 
controlled?  

4. In the book, a number of objects were illustrated in red and were associated with life 
under Soviet rule. What color(s) and objects do you associate with your day to day life in 
the United States? 

5. Growing up in Czechoslovakia, Peter Sís experienced total control, freedom, and then a 
repeat of total control by the Soviets. Was there ever a time you (or someone you know 
or read about) were given something that you really wanted only to have it taken away? 
How did these experiences influence your outlook on life?  

6. Peter Sís created a timeline of events in his life. What events that have happened in the 
world since you were born have made an impact on you? 

7. The author states that some of his friends and family who live in what is now the Czech 
Republic are not happy with the image of their country as detailed in The Wall. Are there 
any events in the history of the United States that you would not want others in the 
world to know about? 

8. The Wall uses words, drawings, pictures, journal entries, and captions to tell the story of 
Peter’s life in Czechoslovakia. What do you think are the advantages and/or 
disadvantages of telling a story using all these techniques? 

 
  


