
 
 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 

The materials in this unit plan are meant to be flexible and easy to adapt to your own classroom. 

Through reading the book and completing any of the suggested activities, students can achieve any 

number of the following understandings: 

 

- Being a minority has both its advantages and disadvantages. 

- Schools are often miniature versions of the real world, with all the same problems and inequities.  

- Humans are resilient and figure out ways to cope with difficulty or trauma -- humor, sarcasm, 

compassion, etc. 

 

Students should be introduced to the following key questions as they begin reading, and keep them in 

mind as they work through the book: 

 

 What happens when a person leaves their home environment in pursuit of success? Do they give 

up or  

betray their identity? Is it really true that “you can never go home again”? 

 What makes for a good high school experience? Do you have to be happy for your education to 

have  

been a good one? 

How do we, as humans, overcome adversity? What tactics do we use to get through hard times,  

difficult situations, and general injustice? 

 

Many of the reader response questions and suggested projects relate to these essential questions. 

Students are encouraged to ask these questions not only of the characters of the book, but of 

themselves. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

LINKS TO DAY-BY-DAY LESSON PLANS 

 

These lesson plans, discussion questions, and assessments are geared more towards a high-school 

audience. If you are interested in plans that are designed more for middle school, or you would like to 

see some more specific day-by-day style plans, there are several excellent resources available online: 

 

One is a 4-week unit posted via the University of New Mexico, and especially brings in outside resources 

looking at Native Americans today: 

http://www.d.umn.edu/~lmillerc/TeachingEnglishHomePage/TeachingUnits/AbsolutelyTrueDiaryofaPar

t-TimeIndian.htm 

 

The other is a 5-week unit posted via Columbia University, where the essential questions revolve around 

identity and environment: 

http://pocketknowledge.tc.columbia.edu/home.php/viewfile/download/74000 

 

Both of these units include daily instructions and reading schedules. 
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