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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 
The materials in this unit plan are meant to be flexible and easy to adapt to your own classroom. Each 
chapter has discussion questions provided in a later section. However, for students reading the entire book, 
there are several themes that connect the stories. Students should be introduced to the following key 
questions as they begin reading, and keep them in mind as they work through the book: 
 
 

    How should humans respond to injustice, especially those injustices in the world 
that can no longer be righted? 
 
    Many of the pieces in the book involve sentimental remembrances of the past, but at one 
point nostalgia is referred to as a "false idol" (37). What role does nostalgia play in our lives? 
Is it a helpful or harmful force in the world? 
 
    Many of the pieces also feature characters who identify the limitations of their identity or 
background, but are incapable of shedding this part of themselves. How can our identities 
limit us? Are people capable of breaking free of their background and traditions if they 
choose to?  

 
Many of the reader response questions and suggested projects relate to these essential questions. 
Students are encouraged to ask these questions not only of the characters of the book, but of themselves. 

 
 


