
 

POSSIBLE ASSESSMENTS 
 
Stereotypes 
Read Rita Pyrillis’ essay “Sorry for not being a stereotype” (see the PRINT RESOURCES section). Choose 
one of the following prompts to write about: 

- Compare three points from her essay to three moments from Alexie’s novel. What common issues 
do both authors bring up? What differences do they have? 

- What does it mean to be an “invisible minority?” Use examples from both the essay and the novel 
to back up your argument. 

- Write your own essay about a time you were stereotyped -- OR a time that you were using 
stereotypes yourself, only to realize or learn about it later.  

 
Family Identity 
In 2003, Sherman Alexie was asked to contribute to the "Finding Our Families, Finding Ourselves" 
exhibition, a project of The Museum of Tolerance. The collection consists of recreations of parts of 
participants' childhood homes or other significant family locations and showcases the diversity of 
Americans' personal histories. The scenes explore the meaning and inspiration behind the places and 
objects where memories and family history were made. 
 
 Ask your class to imagine that they have been asked to participate in such an exhibit. Have 
students draw or take photos/video of their home or another significant location and then write or record 
reflections that explain why this location is important to their family history and their personal identity. 

 
 Alternately, have students create an exhibit for a character from a short story, book, or play the 
class has read. They can use information in the text (and their imaginations), to help them create a 
representation of the rooms of a character's family home and explain how these rooms reflect the personal 
history and identity of the character. 

 
From the website Read Write Think: http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-
activities/sherman-alexie-born-1966-20724.html 
 
Personal Identity 
To stimulate ideas, examine one of Ellen Forney’s illustrations from Diary, a picture of Arnold/Junior with a 
line drawn down the middle of his body (page 57). The left side is labeled “white” and drawn and labeled 
with “appropriate” characteristics. The left side is labeled “Indian.” Ask students to respond by drawing their 
own versions, thinking about what areas of their life might feel split in similar ways. Their images might 
illustrate racial, cultural, geographic, or religious differences. or differences in personal characteristics such 
as that of “half obedient child” and “half rebellious teenager.” They might split their drawings in more than 
two ways.  
 
From this exercise, students can be prompted to free write about what it feels like to “walk in two or more 
worlds” at once: “How do these identities synchronize, clash, or something else? How do these differences 
impact decision making, such as deciding what is the right or wrong thing to do?” As a more formal project, 
students could compose a more formal essay to accompany their drawing. 
 
From the NCTE Publication “Sherman Alexie in the Classroom.” 
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