
 
 

 
 
 

VOCABULARY FOR WAR DANCES 

 
Voluminous (6) - Written, directed, and shot by amateurs, the footage was both incomplete 
and voluminous. 
 
Paternalistic (7) - Was I being paternalistic, condescending, and hypocritical? 
 
Exonerate (13) - Shortly after the police held the press conference that exonerated me, Elder's 
family... organized a protest. 
 
Indigenous (15) - My fellow liberals spoke of my lateral violence and the destructive influence of 
colonialism on the indigenous... 
 
Chicano (22) - You should write a screenplay about this shit -- About some fictional city, Grown fat 
and pale and pretty, That's destroyed by a  Chicano apocalypse. 
 
Existential (29) - As he died, did he feel fear? Isolation? Existential dread? 
 
Metamorphosis (31) - I would free the poor thing, and she'd unfurl and pat dry her tiny wings, then 
fly to my lips and give me a sweet kiss for sheltering her metamorphosis. 
 
Theology (65) - The Theology of Reptiles (title) 
 
Molt (65) - We found a snake, dead in midmolt. 
 
Catechism (67) - Catechism (title) 
 
Slipstream (73) - Now you will survive if you ride / In his slipstream. 
 
Pro Bono (78) - So my friends and I had feasted in celebration of my new junior partnership in the 
law firm of Robber Baron, Tax Dodger and Guilt-ridden Pro Bono. 
 
Pernicious (89) - The Republican Party has, for decades, silently ignored the pernicious effects 
of racial segregation, while simultaneously resisting any public or private efforts at integration. 
 
Cacophony (106) - Can you imagine the cacophony of thirty-eight different death songs? 
 
Felonious (109) - I was an emotional kid, so I started to cry, and the felonious dude said, "Shit, kid, 
take it, I found it in the garbage anyway." 
 



 
 

Orate (117) - He wanted to orate it with all the profundity and 
passion of a Shakespearean couplet, but that seemed to eccentric and desparate and--well, 
literate. 
 
Profundity (117) - He wanted to orate it with all the profundity and passion of a Shakespearean 
couplet, but that seemed to eccentric and desparate and--well, literate. 
 
Callow (119) - Maybe he was an utterly contermporary and callow human being. 
 
Unhinged (121) - Thus unhinged and aroused, Paul turned around and ran against the moving 
sidewalk. 
 
Delirious (125) - Delirious, Paul watched her leave. 
 
Subterranean (128) - Ah, Paul thought, who cares about the color of a man's skin when his true 
identity is much deeper--subterranean--and far more diverse and disturbing than the ethnicity of 
his mother and father. 
 
Metaphysical (154) - But wait, before I get too critical or metaphysical, let me return to that 
YWCA on Maple Street in Spokane, Washington. 
 
Inconsequential (157) - You dated a series of inconsequential boys. 
 
Taciturn (162) - On August 11, 1948, sixteen smoke jumpers, led by a taciturn man named 
Wayne Ford, parachuted into Sirois Canyon, a remote area near Wenatchee, Washington, to fight 
a small wildfire. 
 
Mortified (186) Mortified, she looked at me and said, "I'm sorry." 
 
Pragmatic (193) A pragmatic and lonely women, sure.  
 
Blasphemy (196) I wasn't a Christian and didn't know much about the definition of blasphemy, but 
it seemed like he'd committed some kind of sin.  
 
 


