
 

 
 

 
SUGGESTED ANALYTICAL ASSESSMENTS 

 
1. Read the review of "War Dances" from the San Francisco Chronicle (included in Print 
Resources) Respond to the review: Do you agree or disagree with their statements? 
 
2. Read the excerpt from Sherman Alexie's interview with the publication "Modern American 
Poetry" (included in Print Resources). Write a response: In what ways do his statements about 
writing and his style appear in War Dances? Choose one (or more) specific statements that he 
made, and show how this idea or issue appeared in the book. 
 
3. When War Dances won the prestigious PEN/Faulkner award, the commentary provided by Al 
Young for the PEN organization stated: 
 

The honored book, War Dances, is a collection of structurally inventive pieces on the  
themes of love, betrayal, familial relationships, race, and class.  The stories are  
interspersed with poems which refract their themes or topics. About this collection judge  
Al Young says, “War Dances taps every vein and nerve, every tissue, every issue that  
quickens the current blood-pulse: parenthood, divorce, broken links, sex, gender and  
racial conflict, substance abuse, medical neglect, 9/11, Official Narrative vs. What 
Really Happened, settler religion vs. native spirituality; marketing, shopping, and 
war, war, war. All the heartbreaking ways we don’t live now—this is the caring, eye-
opening beauty of this rollicking, bittersweet gem of a book.”    
 

Choose one of the many themes listed in the quote from Al Young, and underlying message about 
this theme? Support your thesis with ample support from the text.  
 



 
 
 

SUGGESTED CREATIVE ASSESSMENTS 

 
1. Write your own piece of nostalgia: identify a memory from your past -- ideally one that is 
bittersweet, and long gone -- and write a creative piece reflecting on that experience and how it 
relates to your life now. Like Alexie, you have the freedom to blur the lines between poetry, prose, 
and autobiography!  
 
2. For classrooms with online access: visit the University of Washington's digital collection, 
"American Indians of the Pacific Northwest." Browse the online collection of documents. If looking 
through 1500+ scanned documents, consider narrowing it down to a search for "Spokane:" 
 
 http://content.lib.washington.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=all&CISOBOX1=spokane&CISOFI
ELD1=subjec&CISOROOT=/lctext 
 
On your own or with a partner, use this document to create a "found poem" -- you must create an 
original work pulling only from words in the document. The words may be rearranged and repeated 
as you please. (If students are lost for a how to begin, invite them to focus on one of the central 
themes of "War Dances" -- Injustice, Nostalgia, or Identity.) 
 
3. Revealing Interview: Write a short story in the style of "Exit Interview for my Father" in the story 
"War Dances." Choose someone that has left you leaving a lot of questions in life--it might not be 
someone you know personally, but it should be someone you know a lot about. Reveal your 
relationship (and maybe also your issues) with them by asking them detailed questions... just 
remember, they're never going to answer them! 
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