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Good morning and thank you for attending this opening event of 2011 One Book, One Philadelphia.  

Starting today, Philadelphia will be transformed into an enormous book club, including tens of thousands of 

individuals from every walk of life and background, brought together by a common reading and programming 

experience around Sherman Alexie’s works The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian and War Dances. 

We shall enter the world of Sherman Alexie, whose powerfully written stores and poems will touch our 

hearts, open our minds, and take us to new places—to the rez of Alexie’s boyhood and into the lives of 

contemporary Native Americans.  

Within our program events, Alexie’s works will stimulate discussions where we shall share ideas and 

views, listen to people we might not otherwise have met, recognize our commonalities, and be forever 

changed, all beginning with that primary transaction between author and reader. This is the power of books 

and the libraries which make them accessible to everyone. Bravo to the Free Library of Philadelphia and to all 

the dedicated people who carry out its mission. Bravo and heartfelt thanks to the countless individuals, 

library staff and volunteers, and community partners and donors who have worked tirelessly and given 

generously year after year, nurturing the One Book, One Philadelphia program, helping it to fulfill its mission 

of promoting literacy, the library, and community. 

 In this upcoming One Book season, both books will occupy center stage, a natural pairing which will 

provide our audience with a synergistic, doubly rich reading experience, wherein one book informs the other, 

providing perspectives of youth and maturity with subject matter that encompasses the full range of modern 

relationships as seen through the lens of a Native American author, poet and filmmaker.  

 Critics have extolled the work of Sherman Alexie, whose books have received the highest literary 

awards, including the PEN/Faulker Award for War Dances and the National Book Award for The Absolutely 

True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. He has been called one of America’s “most dazzling writers”; “one of the 

most original and celebrated writers working in America today”; “a rare creature in contemporary literature, 

a writer who can make you laugh as easily as he can make you cry.” 

 We are thrilled that Sherman Alexie will impact Philadelphia both through his powerfully moving 

books and personal appearances during the programming period. Inspired by Alexie’s poems and stories, 

many of our programs will focus on aspects of Native American history and culture, including the 

contributions of Philadelphia’s first residents, the Lenni Lenape. Once again, we shall celebrate and embrace 

the rich diversity and common humanity of everyone who lives in our community.  

 


