
 
IN-CLASS INTRODUCTION 

 
This lesson is designed to provide students with a one-class introduction to the book. The lesson can be 
used to start off a class reading of the text, or to encourage them to read it independently. 
 
As a recipient of One Book resources, the Free Library requires that you devote one class period to 
introducing Create Dangerously to students, either using this lesson or your own plan. 
 
The library is providing TWO introduction plans. Classes that are looking to read more of the analytical and 
historical essays in the book should begin with “Create Dangerously.” Classes that are looking to read 
more personal narrative (and the easier, more accessible sections) should begin with “Walk Straight.”  
 

“Create Dangerously” 

 
1. Opening Prompt: Have students write down their answer to this question: “What true stories haunt 

you?” 
 

2. Pass out or display the image of Marcel Numa and Louis Drouin (see next pages) without comment. Ask 
students: Where and when are we? What’s about to happen here? Why do you think it’s happening? 

 
3. Read pgs 1-5 of “Create Dangerously” aloud, with the photograph still on hand. At the end of Danticat’s 

description of the execution, discuss. (Remember that she describes watching a short film of the execution, 
one moment of which is shown in the photograph.) 

 
4. Read the 2nd half of page 5, which includes the “haunt and obsess” prompt. Why does this moment concern 

Danticat and other Haitians so much? How does the nation deal with such a dark moment in history? 
 
Possible continuations of this lesson: 
 

- Watch the 3-minute YouTube video of Danticat briefly discussing her inspiration for the book: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCkmLUQttsw&feature=player_embedded 
 

- Continue reading “Create Dangerously” in class, aloud or silently, or have students read the rest at 
home 

 
- View the map of Haiti (see next pages) and/or give students time to explore a short CNN slideshow 

about Haiti’s history: 

http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/americas/01/13/explainer.haiti.facts/index.html 
 
At the end of the lesson, have students revisit their journal answers from the beginning of class. What does their 
story show about them as a person, or the world that they come from? Would they be putting themselves in danger 
by telling this story? Would others be putting themselves in danger by reading it? Remember that this does not 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCkmLUQttsw&feature=player_embedded
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/americas/01/13/explainer.haiti.facts/index.html


mean that you are “scribbling on prison walls or counting the days until a fateful date with an executioner” (19).  
Students should think about what essential story they need to tell, both to affirm themselves and their community.  
 
 
 “Walk Straight” 
 

1. Opening Prompt: Have students write down their answer to this question: “What do you want to say to your 
relatives who have passed away? 

 
2. Pass out or display the Haiti Map and the image of the hills around Beausejour (see next pages.) Discuss: 

What do you know about Haiti? Do you have any family that lives far away? Where? When do you get to 
see them, if it all? 

 
3. Read pgs. 21-26. At the end of this section, discuss: What are the differences between Edwidge and her 

Tante Ilyana? What are the similarities? Have students make a Venn diagram chart, or map it out on the 
board. 

 
4. Predict: Will Uncle Joseph and Edwidge be able to convince Tante Ilyana to move away from her distant 

home? What would it take to bring Edwidge and her aunt closer together? If there is time, read to page 31. 
What do you think of Edwidge’s declaration that she wishes to be buried in Beausejour? Does this make a 
difference?  

 
Possible continuations of this lesson: 
 

- Watch the 3-minute YouTube video of Danticat briefly discussing her inspiration for the book: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCkmLUQttsw&feature=player_embedded 
 

- Continue reading “Walk Straight” in class, aloud or silently, or have students read the rest at home 
 

- View the map of Haiti (see next pages) and/or give students time to explore a short CNN slideshow 
about Haiti’s history: http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/americas/01/13/explainer.haiti.facts/index.html 

 
 
At the end of the lesson, have students revisit their journal answers from the beginning of class. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCkmLUQttsw&feature=player_embedded
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/americas/01/13/explainer.haiti.facts/index.html


 
 

 
 





 
 
 


