
 
 
LESSON PLAN SUGGESTIONS 
 
If you would like to focus on one particular essential question, below are lists of pieces from the book 
grouped (roughly) by theme. Literary Logs and possible assessments are also recommended. 
 
Theme      Relevant Chapters                     Logs + Assessments 

 
Personal 
Narrative* 

 
Walk Straight 
Daughters of Memory 
I Speak Out 
The Other Side of the Water 
Flying Home 
Our Guernica 
 

 
“Walk Straight” introduction 
Family members Log 
Analytical - #5 
Creative - #1, #3, #5 

 
Writing + Art 
 

 
Walk Straight 
I Am Not a Journalist 
Daughters of Memory 
Welcoming Ghosts 
Archeiropoietos 
 

 
“Create Dangerously” introduction 
Works of Writing and Art Log 
Analytical - #1, #2, #4 
Creative - #2, #4 

 
Haitian History + 
Current Events 

 
Create Dangerously 
I am Not a Journalist 
Daughters of Memory 
I Speak Out 
Bicentennial 
Another Country 
Archeiropoietos 
Our Guernica 
 

 
“Create Dangerously” introduction 
Works of Writing and Art Log 
Analytical – #1, #2, #3 
Creative - #4 

 
American History + 
Current Events 

 
Bicentennial 
Another Country 
Flying Home 
 

 

 
 
*The essays featuring Danticat’s personal narrative are the most accessible and of the easiest reading level, and 
can easily be read as a collection unto themselves. 



 
“Create Dangerously” and “I Speak Out” both contain graphic (but necessary) descriptions of violence. 



Correlation to Common Core Standards for Grades 11-12 
 
INTRODUCTION LESSON + DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Reading Standards for Literature  
1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the 
text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 
11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of 
the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently 
 
Speaking and Listening Standards 
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility 
and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
 
VOCABULARY 
Reading Standards for Literature 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific  word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple 
meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare  
as well as other authors. 
 
Language Standards 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
 
ANALYTICAL + CREATIVE ASSESSMENTS 
Writing Standards  
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12 on page 54.) 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 


