
  
 

 

SUGGESTED CREATIVE ASSESSMENTS 

 
These prompts could be used for traditional essay assignments or for responses across a variety of 
mediums (live presentation, digital stories via powerpoint or video, etc.) 
 

1. The assignment from the book! Interview someone—a mother or father or grandparent (or another 
elder)—about their own portages, the moments in their lives when they’ve had to take a journey, 
literal or metaphorical. Record the interviews and conduct “oral analyses,” asking the person 
questions, transcribing their answers, and putting it together in chronological order as a narrative. 
The question to focus on are: 

a. What did you choose to bring with you to the next place?  
b. What did you leave behind? 
c. What insights did you gain about what’s important? 

Students can create an edited audio version of the final product if the technology is available to 
them; otherwise, it can be transcribed into a narrative essay. 

 
2. The book switches between the narratives of Vivian and Molly, but leaves out large chunks of 

many other characters and their history. Pick one of the characters we are missing information 
about – Dutchy, Vivian’s sister Maisie, the baby Carmine, or Vivian’s daughter Sarah – and fill in 
their own story, writing in either the first or third person. 

 
3. Though their methods were questionable, the adults who organized the Orphan Trains – and the 

people who adopted from them – often had an honest desire to help children in need. Pick one 
adult from the book – Mrs. Scatcherd, Mr. or Mrs. Schatzman, Miss Larsen, or Mr. or Mrs. Nielsen -
- and write a letter from their perspective, explaining their actions to a friend or family member. 
What motivated them to become involved? Did they feel that anything they were doing was wrong? 
If yes, how did they rationalize it? If no, why not?  

 


