
  
 

 

IN-CLASS INTRODUCTION 

 
This lesson is designed to provide students with a one-class introduction to the book. The lesson 
can be used to start off a class reading of the text, or to encourage them to read it independently. 
 
As a recipient of One Book resources, the Free Library requires that you devote one class period to 
introducing Rodzina to students, either using this lesson or your own plan. 
 
 

1. Have students answer a few questions about their own families by typing up their answers 
to the following prompts or by filling out the attached worksheet 

- Who are the main members of your family? 
- What are the top things that they say or do that shows you they are your family?  
- If the people in the box above disappeared, who would you live with?  
- Where would you go? Do you think they could become your family? 

 
2. If the are comfortable doing so, students can read their stories out to a partner, or trade 

papers and read silently.  
 

3. Hand out copies of Rodzina. Read the introduction page (“I was ten years old…”) together. 
 

4. Discuss: what new information do they have? Did anything surprise them? 
 

5. Read the first chapter up to page 5, out loud or silently. 
 

6. After reading is finished, discuss: 
 

- What is Rodzina’s situation? How did she end up in that situation? Why doesn’t she 
have any family to turn to?  

- How does her situation compare to what your situation is (on your chart)? In what ways 
would your situation be similar if you lost your family? In what ways would your situation 
be different?  

- Will she be able to find a new family? Does she need to find one to survive? Does the 
orphan train seem like a good way to find what she needs? 

 


