Unit on The Poet X

Overview
Essential Question: How does poetry comment on what it is to be human?
In this unit, we will look at the book The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo. This book is written in verse as a
series of poems that describe 6 months in the life of Xiomara. We will look at the poems in this book
and a variety of other poetry. You will write a mix of prose and poetry for this unit. The poetry you
write should be your original work and created specifically for the assigned tasks. Please do not take
poems from the internet or recycle poetry you have written previously.

Culminating Performance Task(s) - Poetry
Poetry
Students will create their own chapbook of poetry.
●

●

Your poetry will be printed and placed in a
physical book (if Possible). We will look at a
few ways to do this.
You will have a minimum of five original,
well-edited poems which you drafted
during the reading of The Poet X.

Prose
Students will conduct a research project.
●
●
●
●
●
●

Catcalling
Consent
Sexuality
Gender roles
Religion
Banned books

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Hyperbole
Alliteration
Assonance
Rhyme (internal, eye rhyme, end rhyme)
Diction
Consonance
Meter

Key Unit Vocabulary
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Metaphor
Simile
Personification
Tone
Mood
Onomatopoeia
Rhythm

Themes & Big Ideas
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Faith
Loss of Faith
Gender
Friendships
Bodies
Freedom
Sexuality
Consent
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Competencies Reading
● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3

Competencies Writing
● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4

Analyze how particular lines of dialogue
or incidents in a story or drama propel
the action, reveal aspects of a character,
or provoke a decision.

Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for
writing types are defined in standards
1-3 above.)

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.4
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other
texts.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5
With some guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have
been addressed. (Editing for
conventions should demonstrate
command of Language standards 1-3
up to and including grade 8 here.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.6
Analyze how differences in the points of
view of the characters and the audience
or reader (e.g., created through the use
of dramatic irony) create such effects as
suspense or humor.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3.D
Use precise words and phrases,
relevant descriptive details, and
sensory language to capture the
action and convey experiences and
events

Resources
●
●
●
●
●
●

Elizabeth Acevedo performs “Name”
The Poet X Live Performance
Parents Sue Over The Poet X
Students Fight Back Against The Poet X Book Ban
The Poet X One Book Discussion Guide
Unit as a folder
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Student Activities
What is poetry?
Understanding Poetry Terms - Song Analysis
Reading Journals Part 1 (Pages 1 - 92)
Assignment 1: Write about the Most Impactful Day of Your life, (39)
Reading Journals Part 2 (Pages 95 - 220)
Assignment 2: Last Paragraphs of Your Biography, (126)
Assignment 3: Describe someone you consider misunderstood by society, (179)
Reading Journals Part 3 (223 - 357)
Assignment 4: When was the last time you felt free, (246)
Assignment 5: Explain your favorite quote (356)
Culminating Project
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What is poetry?
Background

Directions:
1. Give your own definition of poetry.
2. Watch this clip about poetry and create a list of three to five aspects that define poetry.
3. Answer the remaining questions.

Getting to know poetry
1. What is poetry to you? DO NOT GIVE A DICTIONARY DEFINITION! Your own ideas and
thoughts.

2. This video discusses some aspects of poetry. As you watch list 3 - 5 things that poetry different
from other forms of writing or art.

3. Do you like poetry? Why or why not?

4. Do you pay attention to the lyrics in the music you listen to?

5. What is one song or poem you like currently? Why do you like it?
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Understanding Poetic Terms - Song Analysis
Background & Vocabulary

Information
You will analyze the lyrics of a song as poetry. You will look for the use of the poetic and literary
devices that you have learned in class.
● Choose a song that means something to you.
● Choose a song that contains poetic devices like the ones we have been discussing in class.
● You will need to be able to identify at least 3 types of figurative language and 3 types of sound
devices in your song. If you look at a song and can’t find any poetic devices that’s not a good
choice.
● Provide a copy of the lyrics. If you would like printed lyrics you need to copy and paste them
into a doc with your name and song title at the top. Share with your Humanities educator.
● Be sure to highlight and label the figurative language and sound devices in the song.
● You will complete a song analysis worksheet for the song

Instructions:
Step 1 – Find song print or write down lyrics
Step 2 – Read song lyrics
Step 3 – Annotate lyrics (highlight and label figurative language)
Step 4 – Complete song analysis worksheet
Step 5 – Review, edit, and revise work
Song Title:

Artist:
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Figurative Language
Simile – compares two things
using “like or as” Ex: “Still we
live meanly like ants.”
Symbol – a person place or thing
that has significance or meaning
beyond its surface. Ex: doves
represent peace; the World
Trade Center represented
American capitalism and
financial strength.
Metaphor –when two things are
compared without using “like” or
“as” Ex: “All the world’s a stage
and the men and women mainly
players.”
Personification – giving human
characteristics to non-human
objects (i.e. spoons, chairs,
moon) Ex: "When flowers gaze
at you, they're not the only ones
who cry"
Repetition –the repeating of a
word or phrase to add emphasis
Ex: You’re pretty like a flower;
you’re pretty like the sky.
Allusion – a reference to a
person, place, or thing, that is
historical or real Ex: It’s like Ali
in the Jungle, It’s like Nelson in
Jail; It’s like Keller in the
darkness.
Imagery- the use of images
which use the five senses of
sight, smell, touch, taste, and
hear. Ex: “I’ve seen sparks fly
out, whenever you smile.”

Pick 3 and explain why the songwriter used it.
Example
Type of
Figurative
Language
1. Imagery

Line from Song

“Can you remind me of my
gravity?/Ground me when I'm
tumblin', spiralin', plummetin'
down to Earth/You keep me down
to Earth”

Reason

This image shows that
the speaker wants to
feel connected instead
of feeling lost and
untethered.

SZA - “Garden (Say It Like Dat)”

Type of
Figurative
Language

Line from Song

Reason

1.

2.

3.

Hyperbole- extreme
exaggeration Ex: I’m so hot you’ll
probably catch a tan.”
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Sound Devices
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

End rhyme: an exact
rhyme at the end of
two lines of poetry
Internal Rhyme:
rhyme within a line of
poetry
Slant Rhyme: an
almost rhyme; also
called half rhyme.
Consonance:
repetition of
consonant sounds at
the end of two words
Assonance: repetition
of vowel sounds in two
words
Alliteration:
repetition of constants
at the beginning of
two words.
Onomatopoeia – a
word that is a sound

Sound Devices: Pick three examples; be sure to write the line and
explain.

Device

Example From Song and Explanation

Example:
End
Rhyme

“Went from making tuna sandwiches to making the news
I started speaking my mind and tripled my views” Cardi B
News and Views end these lines, and they end with the same
sounds.

1.

2.

3.
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Central Idea
●

What is the
central/main idea of
your song? How is this
developed in the
song?

●

Write 3 – 5 sentences.
Be sure to support
your idea with
evidence from the
song.

Sentence Frames:
The central idea of the song is
________________.
The author develops this idea
by __________________. One
example is the line, “
________.”
Another example is the line.
“_____.” These elements all
work together to show that
_________ is the central/main
idea.
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Reading Journal Part 1 - In the Beginning Was the Word
Information
●
●
●
●
●

Your reading journal will be divided into four sections
Section 1 - Questions about the reading
Section 2 - Reflections on the Characters
Section 3 - What stands out to you - big ideas, quotes, connections
Section 4 - Reading and writing poetry

Part 1 - Questions about the reading
Questions

Answers

1. In the first few pages, we see the way men
in the neighborhood talk to Xiomara. Have
experienced this yourself or talked to a
person this way, (page 4)? How do you
think this feels if you haven’t experienced it
yourself? If you have experienced it, how
did it make you feel?
2. Women and feminine people are often
expected to be physically small. What
effect does this have on Xiomara?
3. Our names often play a large role in our
lives. What role does Xiomara’s name play
for her?
4. Xiomara has a complicated relationship
with religion. Describe her relationship
with religion and then describe your own.
5. Define the word volition. What would you
use your volition to change about your life?
6. Caridad, Twin, and Xiomara are all very
different. Do you think this is good or bad
for their relationship? Support your answer
with an example from the text.
7. In Xiomara’s first draft of Assignment 1, she
writes about getting her period for the first
Curriculum Compiled by Clarice Brazas for the Free LIbrary of Philadelphia - One Book, One Philadelphia 9

Unit on The Poet X
time. Why was this a memorable
experience for her. Why, in society, is this
often an embarrassing experience for
people who menstruate?
8. On page 46, more boys talk to Xiomara
about her body. She never tells them this is
what she wants. What do you think
consent is? Is Xiomara allowed to have
control over her own body? Explain your
answer.
9. Describe Xiomara’s relationship with Papi.
10. Asylum means safety. How does music
function as an asylum for Xiomara? What
gives you asylum?

Part 2 - Reflections on The Characters
●
●
●
●

What do you notice about these characters?
What is interesting about them?
What feels familiar to you or different?
Feel free to describe the way they look, what their interests are, etc.

Xiomara
Twin/Xavier
Mami
Papi
Caridad
Aman

Part 3 - Big Ideas, Quotations, Questions, Connections
● As you read, there may be parts that make you have thoughts of your own, where you
may connect this book to other things you’ve seen read, or experienced. Particularly
good lines may jump out. You may have questions.
● We know that people who think thoughts like this while they are reading, tend to enjoy
books more and want to read more - this is a space for you to notice your thinking.
● Write down at least 10 of these ideas, quotations, questions, connections as you read.
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Part 4 - Poems
1. Read the poems below and answer the questions. Think about how the poems relate to
each other, to you, and to the book.
2. When you have finished interacting with the poems, you will write your own poem
about place.

Place
1. In your own words, what is a place?
2. What is the dictionary definition of place?
3. How might this relate to poetry and our own feelings?

Poem

Task

Friday, August 24
Stoop Sitting - The Poet X (3)
The Summer is made for stoop-sitting
And since it’s the last week before school starts,
Harlem is opening its eyes to September.
I scoped out this block I've always called home.
Watch the old church ladies, chancletas flapping
against the pavement, their Mouths letting loose
a train
of Island Spanish as they spread he said, she
said.
Peep Papote from down the block
as he opens a fire hydrant
so the little kids have a sprinkler to run through.

1. Highlight or underline one word
from the poem that stands out
2. Highlight or underline one phrase
that stands out to you (3-5 words,
less than a line)
3. Highlight or underline one line
that stands out to you
4. Find a simile, metaphor, or
another type of poetic language.
Highlight it.
5. What does this place represent for
Xiomara?

Listen to honking cabs with bachata blaring
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from their windows
compete with basketballs echoing from the
Little Park
Laugh at the viejos - my father not included finishing their dominoes tournament with hard
slaps
and yells of “Capicu!”

Poem

Task

Camouflage
By Beua Sia (Chinese Filipino American), from
A Night Without Armour II, 1998

1. Highlight or underline one word
from the poem that stands out
2. Highlight or underline one phrase
that stands out to you (3-5 words,
less than a line)

i tape
branches and leaves
to my body
and hide
behind the bushes
used as landscaping
outside of
public pools.

3. Highlight or underline one line
that stands out to you

waiting quietly
for the perfect moment
to drop a
baby ruth
into the water.

Poem

4. Find a simile, metaphor, or
another type of poetic language.
Highlight it.
5. What place has inspired this
poet?

Task

We House
By Britteney Black Rose Kapri (Black
American), from Poetry Mag, 2015
After Krista Franklin's definition of funk
House, as in abode, as in dwelling, as in crib, as in where
your inhibitions go to rest. as in jack, loft, footwork. as in
sweating out that press and curl. as in yo momma
steppin out tonight. as in yo daddy put on his good
shoes. as in this movement gradually getting Bigger
Thomas. as in Pump Up the Volume. House as in bull pen.
as in Detroit stay trying to claim our shit. as in we pledge

1. Highlight or underline one word
from the poem that stands out
2. Highlight or underline one phrase
that stands out to you (3-5 words,
less than a line)
3. Highlight or underline one line
that stands out to you
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allegiance to House Nation. as in The Warehouse. as in
Professor Funk in full regalia. as in Chris Underwood on
the 1s and 2s. as in The Chosen Few. as in Jackson Park.
as in Black kids reading poems at The HotHouse. as in
Hands Off Assata. as in shutdown. as in too many
educated Black people downtown. as in “shiiid, we still
got The Silver Room.” as in the Godfather himself
teaching you how to pray with a beat. as in Rest in
Rhythm Frankie Knuckles. as in a sea of Black bodies. as
in Black bodies draped across poplar trees.

4. Find a simile, metaphor, or
another type of poetic language.
Highlight it.
5. Is this poem about a real place or
a place that is a feeling?

as in Black boys crumbling beneath white hands. as in
we’ll never forget you Eugene Williams. as in a city of Fire.
again. as in “Can You Feel It.” as in Stockyards. as in Hog
Butcher of the World. as in butchered Black boys. as in
Mamie Till calling for an open casket. House as in a
Harold Washington. as in finally for the people. as in “ha
y’all niggas thought you had something.” as in our skin is
not for mourning. as in drum beats. as in we still don’t
need to know the same language to speak. House as in
fusion. as in niggas spent they whole time in this country
making the best outta scraps. as in Shack comma
Harold’s Chicken. as in free breakfast. as in Black
Panther. as in lit candles and airbrushed RIP T-shirts for
that kid down the way. and that other kid. and that other
kid. as in yo grandma’s cooking on a Sunday after church.
as in every week you live Black you’re served a last
supper. as in yo cousin doing hair in the kitchen. as in a
fan in the window cause “you bet not turn that AC on.” as
in Your Love. as in Chicago is my kind of town, unless I can
see the niggas. as in white flight. as in redlining. as in
naming the train that separates us the Red Line. as in
“y’all ain’t even trying to hide that shit no mo.” as in we
ain’t going no where. as in we gone dance anyway. as in
home is where the House plays.

Your Poem of Place
●
●
●
●

Your poem should have at least 5 lines.
Your poem should have at least one metaphor, simile, rhyme, or other clear poetic devices
Your poem must be original and written for this task.
Remember, how your poem looks on the page is important and should be intentional.

Brainstorm:
What is a place you feel connected to? What is a place that feels amazing or terrible? What is a
setting that others need to understand?
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DRAFT
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Assignment 1 - Your Most Impactful Day
Information
1. Reread Xiomara’s rough draft on final draft of assignment one beginning on page 39
2. You will write a piece of prose and a piece of poetry about this topic.
3. Your writing can be about the same idea or two different ideas.

Brainstorm
● What are days from your past that stand out to you?
● Was it a day filled with easy or difficult emotions?
● How did this day change you?

Poem
● Write a poem about the most impactful day of your life.
● Your poem should have at least 10 lines, but could have more.
● Your poem should have at least one metaphor, simile, rhyme, or other clear poetic
devices
● Your poem must be original and written for this task.
● Remember how your poem looks on the page should be intentional and is important.
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Prose
● Write a paragraph or more about the most impactful day of your life.
● Your paragraph should have at least 10 sentences.
● Your prose should paint an image and help your reader engage with your experience.
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Reading Journal Part 2 - And the Word Was Made Flesh
Information
●
●
●
●
●

Your reading journal will be divided into four sections
Section 1 - Questions about the reading
Section 2 - Reflections on the Characters
Section 3 - What stands out to you - big ideas, quotes, connections
Section 4 - Reading and writing poetry

Part 1 - Questions about the reading
Questions

Answers

1. Xiomara says she finds “in music what i’ve
always searched for: a way away” (96).
What serves as an escape or a way away
for you?
2. Xiomara does much to displease her
mother and gets a lot of lectures. Is this
something you identify with? What seems
familiar about it?
3. Xiomara and Father Sean have a discussion
about Eve. Regardless of your religion, Eve
or the idea of her plays a large role in our
society. What do you know about Eve and
what she represents? How might your
conception of Eve be seen as a sexist story?
4. In October, Xiomara and Aman’s
relationship grows. How is he a support to
her?
5. Beginning on page 152, Xiomara’s concept
of Father Sean begins to shift. Why do you
think she is starting to see him differently?
6. On page 172, Xiomara talks about her
friendship with Caridad. Reread the page.
Do you agree with her ideas? Explain your
answer.
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7. When Xiomara finds out about
Twin/Xavier’s sexuality she wonders if she’s
done enough. What do you think she
should do to be more supportive of him
moving forward?
8. After ice skating, Xiomara thinks, “I think
about all the things we could be/if we were
never told our bodies were not built for
them.” Why does society put so much
emphasis on gender and what people are
“allowed to do” or what is “appropriate”?
9. Xiomara receives a very physical
punishment after Mami hears reports of
her kissing Aman. Do you think this abuse?
How might Mami have handled the
situation differently?
10. A recurring situation in this book is that no
one protects Xiomara. Why do you think
that is the case?

Part 2 - Reflections on The Characters
●
●
●
●

What changes do you notice about these characters?
What is interesting about them?
What feels familiar to you or different?
Other important information you notice about the characters

Xiomara
Twin/Xavier
Mami
Papi
Caridad
Aman

Part 3 - Big Ideas, Quotations, Questions, Connections
● As you read, there may be parts that make you have thoughts of your own, where you
Curriculum Compiled by Clarice Brazas for the Free LIbrary of Philadelphia - One Book, One Philadelphia 18

Unit on The Poet X
may connect this book to other things you’ve seen read, or experienced. Particularly
good lines may jump out. You may have questions.
● We know that people who think thoughts like this while they are reading, tend to enjoy
books more and want to read more - this is a space for you to notice your thinking.
● Write down at least 10 of these ideas, quotations, questions, connections as you read.

Part 4 - Poems
1. Read the poems below and answer the questions. Think about how the poems relate to
each other, to you, and to the book.
2. When you have finished interacting with the poems, you will write your own poem
about place.

Love
1. In your own words, what is love?
2. What is the dictionary definition of love?
3. Does your definition refer to types of love other than romantic love? If not, add on other
types.
4. How might this relate to poetry?

Poem

Task

“Music, for A” Xiomara Batista (141)
Placing my hand in the crook of your neck
makes me happy to be alive.
Eyes closed hands clasped.
Don’t breathe and maybe
we will live like this forever.
It be gibberish bu everything
you whisper
sounds like poetry.

1. Highlight or underline one word from
the poem that stands out
2. Highlight or underline one phrase that
stands out to you (3-5 words, less than
a line)
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I

missed

you.

This was supposed to be a question.
Not a poem
confession or whatever
it’s become.
I just wanted to know if you would
listen with me
to the sound
of our
heartbeats.

Poem

3. Highlight or underline one line that
stands out to you
4. Find a simile, metaphor, or another
type of poetic language. Highlight it.
5. What type of love is this poem about?
How does the poet convey emotion?

Task

“The Very Inside”
By Indigo Chih-Lien Som(American Born
Chinese), from The Very Inside, 1994.
like the white fuzzy part of strawberries
or the slip on an avocado pit, you are
under the moons of my fingernails & deep
down in my lungs, i feel you like pollen
or blue veins. for you i will jump & stay
up there like a hollywood special effect
but here now in the stratosphere i am
frightened, your planes and milky ways
so alien violet and perfect. i will not come
down, but cry scratching at your starry
kitchen table until i have written a love
song for you, one unpublic & not like those
outside split-end top 40, a song that tastes
like your very insides.

Poem

6. Highlight or underline one word from
the poem that stands out
7. Highlight or underline one phrase that
stands out to you (3-5 words, less than
a line)
8. Highlight or underline one line that
stands out to you
9. Find a simile, metaphor, or another
type of poetic language. Highlight it.
10.What type of love is this poem about?
How does the poet convey emotion?

Task

“The Sun Never Says”
By Hafiz (Persia), from The Gift, 1999
Even After All this time
The sun never says to the earth,

1. Highlight or underline one word from
the poem that stands out
2. Highlight or underline one phrase or
line that stands out to you

“You owe Me.”
Look what happens with a love like that,
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3. Find a simile, metaphor, or another
type of poetic language. Highlight it.

It lights the Whole Sky.

4. This poem is very short, how is that an
advantage?
5. What type of love is this poem about?
How does the poet convey emotion?

“On the Night I Consider Coming Out to My
Parents” By Julian Randall (Dominican
American)
I am afraid, of something I am, but have never
named. My tongue is a refuge for secrets. How
does one still fear banishment if they were
born an exile? There's blood on the ground, no
time remains so I'll lay it flat: I am Black and
Dominican and Bisexual. There. If I die now,
you'll have a hint for which god to petition.
Sometimes, I look at a man and my hands are

1. Highlight or underline one word from
the poem that stands out
2. Highlight or underline one phrase that
stands out to you (3-5 words, less than
a line)
3. Highlight or underline one line that
stands out to you
4. Find a simile, metaphor, or another
type of poetic language. Highlight it.
5. What type of love is this poem about?
How does the poet convey emotion?

already digging into the small country of his
back. In this way, the body is a distraction from
what can make the body just a memory. My lips
could bring a man's blood to the surface;
my mother raised a curse and gave it her face. I
am afraid to belong to another thing, to
become still more no man's land. I am a trench;
nobody comes to clear the dead. Somewhere,
my mother is gripping a rosary to pray for men
who look like me. Somewhere, my mother
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is praying for me. I do not want to give her
something else to worry about. I am quiet, I
bury no one, blood is drying beneath my nails,
I do not know which me it belongs to.

Your Poem of Love
●
●
●
●

Your poem should have at least 5 lines.
Your poem should have at least one metaphor, simile, rhyme, or other clear poetic devices
Your poem must be original and written for this task.
Remember, how your poem looks on the page is important and should be intentional.

CHALLENGE:

● Poetry can take many different forms. Some forms are very structured, some are very
unstructured. In this activity, you will look at a few different highly structured ways to
write poetry.
● Make your poem a series of haikus like Xiomara does on page 265.
● Remember the pattern for a haiku is 5 syllables, 7 syllables, 5 syllables.
● Reminder about syllables. Need help counting syllables? Use this.

Brainstorm:
Who do you love? What do you love? Who loves you? What don’t people understand about
love?

DRAFT
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Assignment 2 - Last Paragraphs of Your Biography
Information
1. Reread Xiomara’s rough draft and final draft of assignment two beginning on page 126.
2. You will write a piece of prose and a piece of poetry about the last paragraphs of your
biography.
3. Remember, in reality someone else would be writing a biography about your life. This is
the time for you to dream what your life will be like. To make it feel more real, make
sure to write about yourself in third person.

Brainstorm
● What will you be known for when you are older?
● How will you be remembered?
● When people talk about you, what positive things will they say?

Poem
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● Write a poem about the last paragraphs of your biography.
● Your poem should have at least 10 lines, but could have more.
● Your poem should have at least one metaphor, simile, rhyme, or other clear poetic
devices
● Your poem must be original and written for this task.
● Remember how your poem looks on the page should be intentional and is important.

Prose
● Write at least three paragraphs that would be printed at the end of your biography.
● Your paragraphs should have at least 6 - 10 sentences each.
● Your prose should paint an image and help your reader feel as though they know who
this amazing person is.
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Assignment 3 - Someone Misunderstood by Society
Information
1. Reread Xiomara’s rough draft and final draft of assignment three beginning on page
179.
2. You will write a piece of prose and a piece of poetry about someone you feel is
misunderstood by society. You could write both pieces about the same person or about
two different people.
3. To learn more about what we mean when we say society, watch this clip.

Brainstorm
● What does it mean to be misunderstood?
● Who are some people you think others just don’t understand or get?
● What does society have wrong about them?

Poem
● Write a poem about someone society misunderstands.
● Your poem should have at least 10 lines, but could have more.
● Your poem should have at least one metaphor, simile, rhyme, or other clear poetic
devices
● Your poem must be original and written for this task.
● Remember how your poem looks on the page should be intentional and is important.
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Prose
● Write at least three paragraphs about someone society doesn’t understand. What don’t
people get? Why are they wrong?
● Your paragraphs should have at least 6 - 10 sentences each.
● This is a good time to be persuasive in your writing.
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Reading Journal Part 3 - The Voice of One Crying in the Wilderness
Information
●
●
●
●
●

Your reading journal will be divided into four sections
Section 1 - Questions about the reading
Section 2 - Reflections on the Characters
Section 3 - What stands out to you - big ideas, quotes, connections
Section 4 - Reading and writing poetry

Part 1 - Questions about the reading
Questions

Answers

1. Mami is very angry with Xiomara. She sees
Xiomara as her chance to get life right. Do
you think this is common for parents? Why
or why not?
2. In most of this book, we focus on Xiomara’s
feelings. How do you think Mami feels?
3. Xiomara feels like she can never make her
mother happy. Have you ever felt this way
about an adult in your life? Explain.
4. “Las cosas de la casa en la casa -” What
happens in the house stays in the house.
This is a rule a lot of people grow up with.
Why do you think it’s a rule? Is it good for
kids to think like this? Explain.
5. In section 3, Xiomara eels very alone until
she joins the poetry club. Xiomara is very
nervous the first time she reads a poem
aloud to the others. How does their
acceptance change her outlook and
feelings of loneliness?
6. Twin experiences his first heartbreak. Have
you ever felt that way? How do you think it
will change him?
7. Mami takes drastic measures when she
finds Xiomara’s journal. Do you think this
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was fair? How would you feel?
8. When Xiomara tells Aman they have to
stop, how does she think he will react? How
does Aman show Xiomara that he supports
her decision?
9. When Xiomara goes back home she takes
Father Sean with her to help her talk to her
mother. Why is a third party sometimes
helpful in a difficult conversation?
10. Xiomara writes “that love can be a band:
tears if you pull it too hard, but also flexible
enough to stretch around the most chaotic
mess.” How is this true for the new
relationship between Xiomara and her
family?

Part 2 - Reflections on The Characters
●
●
●
●

What changes do you notice about these characters?
How are these characters different at the end of the book then at the beginning?
What feels familiar to you or different?
Other important information you notice about the characters

Xiomara
Twin/Xavier
Mami
Papi
Caridad
Aman
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Part 3 - Big Ideas, Quotations, Questions, Connections
● As you read, there may be parts that make you have thoughts of your own, where you
may connect this book to other things you’ve seen read, or experienced. Particularly
good lines may jump out. You may have questions.
● We know that people who think thoughts like this while they are reading, tend to enjoy
books more and want to read more - this is a space for you to notice your thinking.
● Write down at least 10 of these ideas, quotations, questions, connections as you read.

Part 4 - Poems
1. Read the poems below and answer the questions. Think about how the poems relate to
each other, to you, and to the book.
2. When you have finished interacting with the poems, you will write your own poem
about place.

Inspiration
1. In your own words, what does it mean to be inspired?
2. What is the dictionary definition of inspiration?
3. How might this relate to poetry?
Poem

Task

First Poetry Club Meeting, Xiomara
Bautista pg 256
Re-read this poem in your book.

1. Highlight or underline one word from
the poem that stands out
2. Highlight or underline one phrase that
stands out to you (3-5 words, less than
a line)
3. Highlight or underline one line that
stands out to you
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4. Find a simile, metaphor, or another
type of poetic language. Highlight it.
5. What has inspired this poet?
Poem

Task

70
By Rabindranath Tagore (India), from
Gitanjali, 1912
IS IT BEYOND thee to be glad with the
gladness of this rhythm? to be tossed and
lost and broken in the whirl of this fearful
joy?
All things rush on, they stop not, they look
not behind, no power can hold them back,
they rush on.
Keeping steps with that restless, rapid
music, seasons come dancing and pass
away-colours, tunes, and perfumes pour in
endless cascades in the abounding joy that
scatters and gives up and dies every
moment.
Poem

6. Highlight or underline one word from
the poem that stands out
7. Highlight or underline one phrase that
stands out to you (3-5 words, less than
a line)
8. Highlight or underline one line that
stands out to you
9. Find a simile, metaphor, or another
type of poetic language. Highlight it.
10.What has inspired this poet?

Task

what I mean when I say I'm sharpening my
oyster knife
By Eve L. Ewing (U.S.), from Electric Arches,
2017
I mean I'm here
to eat up all the ocean you thought was yours.
I mean I brought my own quarter of a lemon,
tart and full of seeds. I mean I'm a tart.
I'm a bad seed. I'm a red-handled thing
and if you move your eyes from me
I'll cut the tender place where your fingers
meet.
I mean I never met a dish of horseradish I

1. Highlight or underline one word
from the poem that stands out
2. Highlight or underline one phrase
that stands out to you (3-5 words,
less than a line)
3. Highlight or underline one line that
stands out to you
4. Find a simile, metaphor, or another
type of poetic language. Highlight
it.
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didn't like.
I mean you're a twisted and ugly root
and I'm the pungent, stinging firmness inside.
I mean I look so good in this hat
with a feather
and I'm a feather
and I'm the heaviest featherweight you know.
I mean you can't spell anything I talk about
with that sorry alphabet you have left over
from yesterday.

5. What has inspired this poet?

I mean
when I see something dull and uneven,
barnacled and ruined,
I know how to get to its iridescent everything.
I mean I eat them alive.
what I mean is I'll eat you alive,
slipping the blade in sideways, cutting
nothing because the space was always there.

"No, I do not weep at the world—I am too busy
sharpening my oyster knife." –Zola Neale Hurston

Your Poem of Inspiration
●
●
●
●

Your poem should have at least 5 lines.
Your poem should have at least one metaphor, simile, rhyme, or other clear poetic devices
Your poem must be original and written for this task.
Remember, how your poem looks on the page is important and should be intentional.

Brainstorm:
Brainstorm:
What is something that inspires you? This could be anything. What causes you to feel
emotions? Or to want the world to be a better place? Or for you to be a better person?
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DRAFT
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Assignment 4 - When Was the Last Time you Felt Free
Information
1. Reread Xiomara’s rough drafts and final draft of assignment four beginning on page
244.
2. Watch this poem by Denice Frohman, a queer Latina poet, for inspiriation.
3. You will write a piece of prose and a piece of poetry about a time you felt really free. You
could write both pieces about the same experience or about two different experiences.

Brainstorm
● What does it mean to be free?
● How do you know when you feel free? What does it feel like in your body?
● What are some times when you have felt the most free?

Poem
● Write a poem about the last time you felt free.
● Your poem should have at least 10 lines, but could have more.
● Your poem should have at least one metaphor, simile, rhyme, or other clear poetic
devices
● Your poem must be original and written for this task.
● Remember how your poem looks on the page should be intentional and is important.
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Prose
● Write at least one paragraph about a time you felt free.
● Your paragraph should have at least 7 - 10 sentences each.
● Your paragraph should be descriptive.
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Assignment 5 - Explain your Favorite Quote
Information
1. Reread Xiomara’s rough draft and final draft of assignment five beginning on page 356.
2. You will write a piece of prose OR a piece of poetry about your favorite quote from this
book.
a. Look back at your notes in your reading journals to find a quotation.
3. Make sure to include the quote and why you like it.

Brainstorm
●
●
●
●

Which quote have you chosen?
Why is it your favorite?
What about the quote resonates with you?
Are you writing a poem or prose?

Poem
● Write a poem about your favorite quote from The Poet X
● Your poem should have at least 10 lines, but could have more.
● Your poem should have at least one metaphor, simile, rhyme, or other clear poetic
devices
● Your poem must be original and written for this task.
● Remember how your poem looks on the page should be intentional and is important.
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Prose
● Write at least two paragraphs your favorite quote from The Poet X
● Your paragraphs should have at least 7 - 10 sentences each.
● Your paragraph should be descriptive.
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